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Development of Western Civilization from ancient times through the 
Reformation. The emergence of civilization in the Near East; Greek and Roman 
civilizations, development of Christianity, Byzantine, and Islamic influences, the 
Middle Ages, and the intellectual and religious changes of the Renaissance and 
Reformation. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
A. Demonstrate the ability to critically analyze, evaluate and synthesize historical 

evidence and interpretations and to use methods of inquiry and expression 
appropriate to the study of Early Western history. 

B. Demonstrate the ability to interpret primary and secondary sources and to 
compose a written argument or interpretation which uses them, as appropriate, 
for support. 

C. Demonstrate a breadth of knowledge of historical developments and trends, 
including the impact of changes in politics, society, and economic 
organization related to Early Western history. 
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D. Explain the major technological and scientific developments in Early Western 
history, their causes and effects, and their historical significance. 

E. Exhibit an understanding of the art, literature, and major cultural traditions of 
people in the Early West. 

V. COURSE CONTENT 
A. The Ancient Near East and Archaic Greece to 500 B.C.E. 

I. The West: location and definition 
2. From Neolithic settlements to the first Mesopotamian 

civilizations 
3. Cities and empires in the Ancient Near East 

a. Religion, writing, rulers, and social hierarchy 
b. The Epic of Gilgarnesh and the "law code" of Hammurabi 

4. Egypt from Old Kingdom to New Kingdom 
a. Egyptian religion, rulers, and workers; the Pharaohs and 

rna 'at; pyramids and the distributive economy 
b. Changes in the New Kingdom: Queen Hatshepsut, the 

refo=s of Akhenaten, and the challenge of the Hittites 
5. The Hebrews and the development of monotheism 
6. The Persian Empire and its expansion; Zoroastrianism and its 

influence 
7. Early Greek Civilization 

a. The Minoans and Mycenaeans 
b. The Greek "Dark Ages" 

8. Archaic Age Greece: Homer and the concept of arete 
a. The polis and the concept of citizenship; contrasting 

developments in Athens and Sparta: women, slaves, and 
soldiers in the Greek poleis 

b. Early colonization and the Ionian philosophers 
B. Hellenic Greece and the Hellenistic Kingdoms: to 30 B.C.E. 

I. The "Golden Age" from the Persian War to the Peloponnesian 
War 
a. Persian invasions and Greek victory; the Delian League and 

the Athenian empire 
b. Athenian democracy and its limitations; the leadership of 

Pericles 
c. Architecture, the Greek gods, and intellectual developments; 

the sophists and Socrates: similarities and differences 
d. Greek drama and its playwrights: Aeschylus, Sophocles, 

Euripedes, Aristophanes; Greek historians: Herodotus and 
Thucydides 

e. The Peloponnesian War and the defeat of Athens 
2. From Hellenic to Hellenistic: 4th Century B.C. 

a. The philosophies of Plato and Aristotle 
b. Greek disunity and the rise of Macedonia; Philip II and the 

Battle of Chaeronea 
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c. Alexander the Great: conquests and consequences 
3. Hellenistic kingdoms and cultures 

a. Hellenistic dynasties and social structures 
b. Changes in the arts and the new philosophies: 

Epicureanism, Stoicism, Skepticism, and Cynicism 
c. Hellenistic science and religions 
d. The dissolution of the Hellenistic kingdoms 

C. Rome from Monarchy to Republic to Empire 
I. From monarchy to republic: Roman values and territorial 

expansion; patricians and plebeians 
2. The Punic Wars and their Consequences 

a. The Gracchi and the generals: Marius, Sulla, Pompey, 
and Julius Caesar 

b. Cicero and Roman oratory 
3. Augustus and the transition to Empire: the Principate 
4. Literature, philosophy, and architecture in the Augustan period; 

Virgil, Horace, Livy, and Ovid; Greek influence and Roman 
adaptations 

5. Daily life and social structure in Augustan Rome 
6. Emperors after Augustus; the "Five Good Emperors" - Nerva 

to Marcus Aurelius 
7. Problems of the Roman Empire in the 3'd Century A.D.: civil 

wars and external invasions 
D. Christianity - from Persecuted Sect to State Religion 

I. Jesus as Jewish reformer 
2. The death of Jesus, Paul of Tarsus, and the beginning of a new 

religion 
3. Persecution and the attraction of Christianity; Christian 

organization and doctrine; Constantine's religious toleration 
4. Development of and conflicts within Christianity 

a. Christian orthodoxy and heresy: the Councils of Nicea and 
Chalcedon 

b. Christian monasticism 
c. Christianity as state religion: Theodosius and the 391 ban on 

polytheist sacrifices 
5. The life and work of Augustine of Hippo 

E. Late Rome and Its Eastern and Western "Heirs" 
1. Germanic invasions and gradual takeover of the 

western empire 
2. The transformation of the eastern Roman Empire into the 

Byzantine Empire 
a. Justinian: his accomplishments and limitations 
b. Byzantine under siege: the Sassanid Empire of the Persians 

and the Muslims 
c. Byzantine society and spirituality: the controversy over 

icons 
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3. The new religion of Islam 
a. Muhammad the prophet and leader 
b. The Qur' an and the "five pillars of Islam" 
c. Successors to Muhammad and the Umayyads 
d. Islam's rapid expansion and the split between Sunni and 

Shi'ite Muslims 
F. The Early Middle Ages - to c.l050 

1. Frankish kingdoms - Merovingian to Charlemagne 
2. Feudal relations, the early medieval economy, development of 

the papacy, and monastic culture in Ireland and England 
3. Charlemagne, his heirs, and Carolingian culture 
4. Post-Carolingian invasions by Vikings, Muslims, and Magyars 
5. Feudal monarchies in western and central Europe; imperial 

authority in Byzantium 
6. The Abbasid Caliphate and regional diversity in the Islamic 

World; Islamic culture: literary and scientific contributions 
G. The High Middle Ages - c.l050-1340 

1. The rise of towns and the revival of trade: medieval guilds 
2. Church reform and the Investiture conflict 
3. The Norman conquest of England 
4. The Crusades to the East: motives and outcomes 

a. Strengthening the papacy 
b. Jews as "outsiders" 

5. Courtly culture, troubadours, and the use of the vernacular 
6. Medieval scholarship and religious/cultural expressions 

a. Peter Abelard and Heloise 
b. Hildegard of Bingen 
c. Francis of Assisi 
d. Heretics: Albigensians (Cathars) and Waldensians 
e. Romanesque church architecture 

7. Northern crusades, the Spanish Reconquista, and crusades 
against heretics; the Inquisition 

8. The Mongol invasions 
9. Growth of papal and monarchical power and conflicts between 

them 
a. Frederick II of Germany 
b. Innocent III and the Fourth Lateran Council 
c. The humiliation of Pope Boniface and the Avignon popes 

10. Medieval universities, writing, and architecture: hierarchy and 
synthesis 
a. Scholasticism and Thomas Aquinas: the Summa Theologiae 
b. Dante Alighieri and the Divine Comedy 
c. High Gothic architecture 

H. Late Middle Ages and RenaissanceiEarly Modern Period 
I. Crises in the 14th and 15th Centuries 

a. The "Black Death" 
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b. The Hundred Years' War (1337-1453) and Joan of Arc 
c. Ottoman expansion and conquests: the capture of 

Constantinople 
d. The "Great Schism" and dissenters against papal authority: 

John Wycliffe and Jan Hus 
2. Italian Renaissance humanism and the classical revival 

a. Francesco Petrarch and Giovanni Boccaccio 
b. Christine de Pizan and the defense of women 

3. The Renaissance and Christian humanism in northern Europe: 
Thomas More and Desiderius Erasmus 

4. Renaissance art: new perspectives, patrons, and markets 
5. Renaissance politics: diplomacy and political education in the 

Italian city-states 
Castiglione and Machiavelli 

6. Wealth, poverty, and family in Renaissance Europe 
7. Maritime exploration and the "discovery" of a "New World" 

I. The Protestant Reformation and the Strnggle over Religion 
1. Martin Luther: reformer, radical, and conservative 

a. Salvation by faith alone and attack on the papacy 
b. Conservatism regarding the peasants' revolt of 1525 

2. Huldrych Zwingli and John Calvin 
a. Zwingli v. the Anabaptists 
b. Calvin's doctrine of predestination 
c. Calvin's Geneva and the "Protestant work ethic" 

3. Diffusion and variations of Protestantism; conflicts with 
Roman Catholicism 
a. Henry VIII and the Church of England 
b. French religious conflict and the Edict of Nantes 
c. Charles V and the Peace of Augsburg 

4. The Catholic (Counter) Reformation 
a. The Council of Trent 
b. Ignatius Loyola and the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) 
c. Baroque style in painting and architecture 

5. Magic, religion, and women's marginality: the persecution of 
witches 

6. Religious and political dimensions of the Thirty Years' War 
(1618-1648) 
a. Economic and political consequences of the war 
b. Europe at the time of the Peace of Westphalia 

J. European Expansion and the Development of Secular Thought 
and Science (optional) 

1. Mercantilism, overseas colonies, and the "Atlantic System" 
2. Native Americans and African slavery in the "New World" 
3. William Shakespeare and professional theater 
4. Michel de Montaigne and skepticism 
5. Hugo Grotius and "natural law" 
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6. Nicolaus Copernicus and heliocentrism 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 

A. ASSIGNMENTS 
1. In-class assignments 

a. Class discussions, based on assigned reading and study questions, 
and brief in-class, non-graded writing exercises that will stimulate 
critical thinking about the major themes, issues and events covered 
in the course. 

b. Active, structured notetaking on lectures that will introduce major 
themes, supply background information, provide illustrations, and 
introduce, when appropriate, alternative viewpoints. 

c. Small-group discussions and projects, for example, students bring 
their primary source analyses to class and discuss their different 
interpretations and find common themes. This will encourage 
increased student responsibility and participation. 

d. Films and videos that will enable students to visualize historical 
events, eras, and social movements, and to compare visual 
presentations of history with assigned readings and class 
discussions. 

2. Out -of-class assignments 
a. Reading from the textbook and a wide variety of primary sources 

representing each of the major areas and eras covered, i.e., from 
The Epic of Gilgarnesh to Machiavelli's The Prince and 
Rousseau's The Social Contract 

b. Primary resource research and analysis, for example, students read 
a section of the trial transcript of Joan of Arc, do background 
research on the era, and answer the question of why her beliefs 
and actions were seen as a challenge to established authority. 

c. Written essays and/or research projects on topics such as the roles 
of women, religion, politics, trade, warfare, immigration, empire, 
imperialism, and more in the development of western civilization. 

B. EVALUATION 
1. Required: Written essays and/or research projects that evaluate 

a variety of primary sources that involve analytical writing. 
Research and essay themes may include the roles of women, 
religion, politics, trade, warfare, immigration, empire, 
imperialism, and more in the development of western 
civilization. These essays assess the student's ability to select, 
assess, and analyze historical sources on a specific topic, and to 
synthesize these within a short, clearly organized essay with a 
thesis statement, main points, supporting evidence, and proper 
citations of sources. 
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2. Required: Essay exams on topics such as the role of 
government in the development of Western Civilization and the 
role of surplus in the development in Western Civilization. 

3. Required: A final examination that evaluates the student's 
comprehension of the history of Western Civilization and 
ability to distinguish, analyze, and compare, major historical 
individuals, events, and transformations. 

4. Optional: Exams, which include multiple-choice, short answer, 
and identification/matching format and assess the student's 
comprehension of assigned readings and lecture material. 

5. Optional: Class participation, including small-group 
discussions based on completed essays, which demonstrate the 
comprehension of concepts and source material in the course 
readings, ability to interpret and explain these, and, when 
relevant, willingness to criticize and debate varying 
interpretations of historical events and individuals. 

C. Texts and Other Instructional Materials 
1. Textbooks: Students will be assigned at least one required text, 

such as the following: 
a. Backman, Clifford, The Cultures of the West: A History 

Volume I, Oxford University Press 
b. Hunt, Lynn, Thomas R. Martin, Barbara H. Rosenwein, R. 

Po-chia Hsia, and Bonnie G. Smith, The Making of the 
West: Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History, Volume I: 
to 1740, BedfordiSt. Martin's 

c. Marvin Perry, et. a!., Western Civilization: Ideas, Politics, 
and Society, Volume I, Houghton Mifflin 

2. Other 
a. Study and discussion questions 
b. Handouts, readers, andlor internet websites of primary 

documents, such as Plato's Apology of Socrates, and 
selections from the Koran, St. Augustine's Confessions, 
and Sappho' s poetry. 

c. Videos, such as Islam: Empire of Faith and Scientific 
Imagination in the Renaissance; 

d. Slides from instructor's personal collection, such as slides 
of Renaissance paintings, Greek statues, Roman 
architecture, and detailed maps for each era and location 

VI. TITLE V CLASSIFICATION 

CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5, Section 
S5002(a)). 
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