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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
A survey of the history of the African continent from late prehistory to the modem era.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Consideration of the roots of African cultures: the geography, the peoples, and
the institutions involved in the shaping of African history.

B. Consideration of the socioeconomic and political organizations of some of the
major states that evolved in pre-colonial Africa, and their relations with the world
beyond the African continent.

C. Consideration of the spread of the "Semitic religions" Judasim, Christiantiy, and
Islam-in Africa, and especially the spread of Islam.

D. Consideration of the Atlantic Slave Trade: It's scale, significance, and
consequences.

E. Consideration of the rise of modem European imperialism, and the conquest and
colonization of Africa.

F. Consideration of the emergence of modem African nationalism, the struggles for
liberation, and the challenges facing post-colonial Africa.

V.CONTENT
A. From the "dark continent" to the light of history: The emergence of African

history as a discipline.
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B. Late Stone Age Africa: The transition to agriculture and its significance.
C. Early civilization in Africa: What is "civilization"? Did it develop in early

Africa? Independently? Where and when? What is its significance?
D. Technology in pre-colonial Africa. The evolution of indigenous technology in

tropical Africa. The influence of technology from the non-African world.
E. Gender in pre-colonial Africa.
F. The evolution of State systems in pre-colonial Africa.

1. The Nile Valley
2. The Horn of Africa
3. The Western Sudan
4. The tropical forest lands.
5. The East African Coast
6. The Zimbabwe Plateau
7. The Interlacustrine region
8. Southern Africa

G. Stateless societies and peoples: the problems of historical reconstruction.
H. The Atlantic Slave Trade: Its significance in world history.
I. Colonialism and modern imperialism in Africa.
J. The struggle for African liberation: Decolonization and the challenges of the 21 st

century.

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class Assignments
a. the principal in-class assignment involves attendance at class lectures.

Class lectures will be used to introduce students to the history of the
African continent: its broad outlines, its major themes, and its trajectories.
Class lectures will introduce and explain the theoretical and analytical
tools necessary to undertake the study of African history and cultures.

b. Classroom discussion will allow students the context in which to openly
explore and challenge the materials and ideas to which they are exposed
through reading and lectures, and to develop the analytical and critical
thinking skill so necessary.

c. Films, slides, handouts, and other visual media will supplement readings
and lectures, and hopefully serve to stimulate and deepen student's interest
in the subject matter of the course.

2. Out-of-class Assignments
a. Students are required to complete bi-weekly reading assignments on a

timely basis.
b. Periodic short papers on primary sources or assigned reserve materials;
e.g., Summarize what we can firmly conclude about the Kerma kingdom and
its civilization, and culture more generally in the Middle Nile Valley, c. 2000
BCE/4000 BP on the basis of the range of archaeological data now in our
possession; Summarize the conclusions that can be drawn about women's
participation in those political systems in precolonial West Africa that were
characterized by "dual-sex" political structures.
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c. A term paper, the subject of which will be chosen by the student in
consultation with the instructor, analyzing a topic covered in the course and
based on primary data and/or secondary sources of a scholarly nature; Le.,
articles from per-reviewed academic journals and scholarly monographs.

B. Evaluation
Students will be evaluated on the information in the course objectives and

content as presented in the syllabus in the following manner:
1. The course grade will be determined on the basis of the total number of points

accumulated by a student on five examinations (including a final exam), short
essays (see 2b above) which assess the student's ability to select, analyze, and
synthesize materials from primary and secondary sources, and a final research
paper which has the same function but exercised on a significantly broader
and more complex scale (see 2c above).

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials
1. A college-level textbook, for example:

a Things Fall Apart, by Chinua Achebe;
b .African Perspectives on Colonialism, by A. Adu Boahen;
c. Forgotten Africa: An Introduction to its Archelology, by Graham Connah
d. Women in Africa, edited by Nancy Halfkin and Edna Bay.

Vllo TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)).
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