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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
This course surveys the history of our times, offering insight into the turbulent events of
these 100 years. Emphasis will be placed on the social and political upheaval of the
times, including war and revolution - and great expectations. The course will also
illustrate how and why the 20th century was shaped as much by the masses and the force
of the common people as by the elite and powerful.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:
A. Identify and evaluate the major social and political events that shaped the 20th

century.
B. Analyze the people's reaction to the major events of the 20th century.
C. Judge how the 20th century was influenced by key events, by particular

leadership, and the common people.
D. Analyze the key chronological turning points through which the 20th century has

passed.
E. Demonstrate an understanding of why the people held the expectations that they

did in 1900 about how the 20t century was probably going to evolve.
F. Discuss the tremendous historical impact that the two twentieth century world

wars had on individuals and, in fact, are still having on individuals today.
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G. Compare the world situation right after World War I with the situation that
developed after World War II as seen through the eyes of individuals.

H. Demonstrate an understanding of the impact of the rise of communism in Russia
and the impact that communism thereafter had on individuals.

I. Appraise how the rise of the Third Industrial Revolution impacted individuals and
the Great Depression of the 1930's.

J. Summarize the types of images (movies, sports) that people utilized to enable
them to more effectively function in the "real world."

K. State why Nazism ultimately took hold in Germany, what this takeover meant for
different groups of Germans, and how the Nazi's maintained their power over the
German people until completely defeated militarily.

V.CONTENT

A. Introduction/Orientation
B. 1900 Age of Hope (Program one)

1. Examination of the beginning of the 20th century which was forged in hope
and optimism and tempered by an exaggerated sense of stability. Witnesses
the beginnings of social and political change that would transform the lives of
ordinary people around the world.

2. Explores the early years of the century and provides a baseline for the events
that follow.

3. The people remember: the Paris Exposition of 1900; Queen Victoria's
funeral; President McKinley's assassination; technology and consumerism;
American democracy; Theodore Roosevelt; the Russo-Japanese War; Russian
Revolution of 1905; campaigning for votes for women; African National
Congress; witnessing the sinking of the titanic; emigration to America; the
first fight across the English Channel; mobilization and tremor of war. The
remember the progress they lived through and the changes they fought for
the clash of forces and ideas in the years before World War I.

C. 1916 Killing Fields (Program two)
1. Examination of the First World War, making this century the bloodiest ever.
2. Soldiers from all sides remember: the trenches and the tactics; the terrible

nature and scale of the slaughter that shattered the old world order; the
collapse of four empires; the loss of nine million lives; pacifism versus
retribution.

3. The people remember: conscription, machine guns and mustard gas; aerial
bombing; the trenches; Battle of Verdun; Battle of the Somme; conscientious
objectors; military justice; American participation; armistice.

D. 1917 Red Flag (Program Three)
1. Communism brings hope horrors to Russia's millions.
2. The Red Guard, party activist, students explain how communism appealed to

their hopes and dreams; how communist leadership under Lenin and Stalin
compromised the proletarian ideal; how hope gave way to despair.

3. The people remember: The storming of the Winter Palace: Lenin:
Bolsheviks; collectivization; Stalin's purge.
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E. 1919 Lost Peace (Program Four)
1. Efforts to ensure global peace are attempted and fail.
2. The hope for a new world order
3. The people remember: Armistice celebrations; Woodrow Wilson; the Treaty

of Versailles; League of Nations; German reparations; World Disarmament
Conference; pacifist movements; Adolph Hitler; Benito Mussolini; Italy and
Ethiopia; Franco and the Spanish Civil War; Lord Chamberlain; Austria;
Czechoslovakia.

F. 1926 On The Line (Program Five)
1. Mass production alters the lives of workers and consumers.
2. The people remember: Henry Ford; the Model T; mass production; the

moving assembly-line; Detroit's River Rouge Plant; Italy's Fiat; Stalin's
industrial revolution; the United Auto Workers; labor movement; wages.

G. 1927 Great Escape (Program Six)
1. The world forgets its troubles and falls in love with the movies. Movies

reflected and affected the way people dressed, thought, spoke and
governments around the world were quick to realize the power of film,
especially as a tool of mass persuasion.

2. Moviegoers remember: how film persuaded, influenced, seduced, and
entertained them.

3. The people remember: silent movies; Charlie Chaplin; The Jazz Singer;
decline of live entertainment; movie palaces; film in the Soviet Union and
India; propaganda; New Deal documentaries; the birth of television.

H. 1929 Breadline (Program Seven)
1. Economic depression triggers unemployment on a global scale.
2. The people remember: Wall Street and the U.S. stock market crash;

mass unemployment; Chilean copper mines and nitrate town; German
banking crisis; Jarrow Shipyards; the allure of Communism and
Fascism; Nazi rearmament; FDR's New Deal.

I. 1930 Sporting Fever (Program Eight)
1. Fans root for the home team in a sports craze that pushes nationalism to

new levels. This segment follows boxing, baseball, soccer, etc., as sports
transition from a modest pastime to a fierce competitive and commercial
business to a potent expression of national pride and politics.

2. Sport fans remember: the drama and thrill and patriotism their favorite
athletes and teams roused.

3. The people remember: the 1908 Olympics; baseball; Babe Ruth; first World
Cup; boxing; Jack Dempsey; Joe Louis; racism; the Berlin Olympics; sports
in the World War; sport and television.

J. 1933 Master Race (Program Nine)
1. Nazism overtakes German society.
2. The people remember: Adolph Hitler; racism; public works; Mein Kempf;

Hitler Youth; the annexation of Austria; march on Prague; the Allies
Kistallncht; the ghettos; the "Final Solution;" concentration camps;
propaganda.

K. 1939 Total War (Program Ten)

CCSF, Social Sciences, HIST 3A, The People's Century, May 15,2010, Page 3 of 4



1. Civilians become targets - contributing to the war effort with their labor and
their lives.

2. the people remember: economic mobilization; shipbuilding; women and
children join the war effort; slave labor; the Blitz; siege of Leningrad; air
raids; Hamburg; Pearl Harbor; Tokyo fire raids; the atom bomb.

L. 1945 Brave New World (Program Eleven)
1. A "cold" war embroils the United States and the Soviet Union in a contest of

ideologies.
2. The people remember: meeting on the Elbe; refugees in Europe: Joseph

Stalin; Winston Churchill at Fulton; Nikita Khrushchev; propaganda wars;
NATO; the Berlin Blockade; Korea; Hungarian uprising; Berlin Wall.

M. 1947 Freedom Now (Program Twelve)
1. Colonial rule is overthrown in Asia and Africa.
2. The people remember: colonial rule; Mohands Gandhi; Indian

independence; Ghana; Kenya; Mau Mau uprisings; government corrup~ion;
Algeria; Mozambique.

N. Summary and Conclusion

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class Assignments
a. Discussions of viewing and reading assignments

2. Out-of-class Assignments
a. Television viewing of lectures
b. Term Paper
c. Extra credit assignments

B. Evaluation
1. Examinations: Essay examinations, including:

Midterm and Final exams and required quizzes
2. Extra Credit assignments
3. Optional quizzes
4 Paper/project or other written/oral assignment

Co Textbooks and other Instructional Materials
For example:

1. Hodgson, Godfrey, People's Century, Random House.
2. People's Century Telecourse Student guide (when course is taught as a

telecourse)
3. Handouts
4. Newsletters
5. Study questions

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)).
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