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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
A survey of the history of Japan, with emphasis on the more important political,
economic, social, artistic, and cultural aspects of Japanese life as well as on the
development ofmodem Japan and its role in world affairs.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Discuss the major political, social, and economic trends in Japanese history and
explain how the important events of the nation's history are related to these.

B. Explain how Japanese history has been shaped by geography, economics religion,
social relations, and foreign influences.

C. Identify the major Japanese historical figures and discuss the influence of their
personalities, policies, and activities upon Japan's development as a nation.

D. Express an understanding and appreciation of Japanese culture, thought, and
customs.

E. Discuss Japan's relationship to the world and her role as a world power.

V.CONTENT
A. The Early Japanese State

1. The mythological and archaeological origins of Japan.
2. Geographic and anthropological influences in the shaping of early Japanese

history.
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3. The effect ofpolitical, religious, and cultural innovations imported from
China.

4. Political and governmental organization during the Nara Period.
5. The influence of Buddhism in early cultural and social developments.
6. The rise and fall of the Fujiwara Family.
7. The disintegration of the centralized government and the rise of the feudal

warrior aristocracy.
B. The Age ofMilitary Government

1. The Taira and Minamoto rivalry.
2. The rise and fall of the Kamakura Bakufu (military government).
3. The rise and fall of the Ashikaga Bakufu:
4. The collapse of centralized government and Sengoku Jidai ("The Period of the

Wars")
5. The arrival of the Portuguese, and the effect of the introduction of Christianity

and firearms to Japan.
6. The reunification of Japan under Nobunaga and Hideyoshi.
7. The struggle for power following the death of Hideyoshi and the final

consolidation ofpower by Tokugawa Ieyasu.
8. The reactionary and the repressive nature of the political and social system

under the Tokugawa Bakufu.
C. The Re-opening of Japan.

1. The decline of the Tokugawa government
2. The undermining of feudal military rule by the developing commercial

Revolution.
3. The impact of Commodore Perry's expedition and the accomplishments of

Townsend Harris.
4. The revolution against Tokugawa rule and the overthrow of the Bakufu.

D. The Meiji Era
1. The establishment of the new imperial government.
2. The consolidation of governmental authority and the elimination of

feudalism.
3. The impact ofwestem influences in the economic and political

transformation of Japan.
4. Japan's expansion on the Asian mainland and her involvement in wars

against China and Russia.
E. Japan as a World Power

1. The causes and effects of Japan's involvement in World War I.
2. Liberal domestic and foreign policy trends during the 1920's.
3. The coming of the Great Depression and the consequent rise ofmilitarism

and aggressive expansionism.
4. Japan's aggressions in Asia and the coming ofwar with the United States.

F. Post-war and Contemporary Japan
1. The reforms of the American military occupation.
2. The Treaty of San Francisco and the end of American occupation.

3. Japan's miraculous economic recovery.
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4. The growing importance of Japan as a leading world economic power.
5. The special significance of Japan's economic, political, and military

relationship with the United States.
6. The role of Japan in the multi-national world order.
7. The economic decline of the 1980's 1990's and 2000's.
8. Economic competition from China.
9. Nuclear threat from North Korea.
10. Present-day problems and realities.

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class Assignments
a. Lectures will be the principal instructional method employed in this class.

The lectures will parallel the general outline of the reading assignments
but will not necessarily repeat what is in the texts. An outline of the
lecture will be placed on the board at the beginning of each period so as
to assist the students in any note-taking.

b. Oral Report
c. View and analyze selected motion pictures
d. Class discussion of topics coordinated with lecture topics

2. Out-of-class Assignments
a. Written Report
b. Assigned Readings

B. Evaluation
1. One midterm examination and a final examination, both written, will be the

principal basis for evaluation, written.
2. Several written quizzes will be given in addition to the above.
3. One quiz will deal with the geography of Japan, requiring the student to

demonstrate a knowledge of Japanese geography by locating a list of
historical sites on a blank outline map of Japan.

4. Additional points may also be earned by submitting a report pertaining
To the class's current study topic, either orally before the class or in written
form.

5. Participation in classroom discussion and maintenance of regular attendance
in class are also considered in the determination of grades.

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials
1. Hall, John Whitney, Japan: From Prehistory to Modern Times (Dell

Publishing Co, Inc., New York.
2. Duus, Peter, Feudalism in Japan (A.A. Knopf Inc., New Yori)
3. Statler, Oliver, Japanese Inn_{Random House, New York)
4. Mimeographed and printed handouts to supplement lectures and reading.
5. In addition to normal classroom facilities, maps, motion picture projection

equipment, slide projectors, and record player/tape recorders will be used.
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VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)).
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