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The history ofthe United States from the indigenous civilizations to the present. A survey 
ofthe more important political, economic, social, artistic and cultural aspects of 
American life as well as the role ofthe United States in world affairs. History 17 A: 
Indigenous civilizations through Reconstruction. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Analyze and explain the major social, cultural, political and economic factors 
shaping the history of North America and the United States from the indigenous 
civilizations through Reconstruction, including analysis of the impact of gender, 
class, race, ethnicity and religion/ideology. 

B. Analyze and explain historical developments and change over time, including the 
causes, consequences and significance of key developments events and 
movements as related to North American and United States history from the 
indigenous civilizations through Reconstruction. 

C. Analyze the development of North America and the history ofthe United States 
from the indigenous civilizations through Reconstruction in a global context. 

D. Analyze, evaluate and synthesize historical evidence and interpretations as related 
to North American and United States history from the indigenous civilizations 
through Reconstruction, and to use methods of inquiry and expression appropriate 
to the discipline of history. 
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E. Interpret primary and secondary sources and compose a written argument which 
uses them, as appropriate, for support. 

F. Explain and evaluate the significance ofthe major technological and scientific 
developments related to North American and United States history from the 
indigenous civilizations through Reconstruction. 

V.CONTENTS 
A. Introduction to the Study of History 

1. Historical interpretation 
2. Historical methods and approaches 

B. The Meeting of Cultures: Native Americans, Africans and Europeans, 15th-17th 
centuries 
1. Pre-European Contact Native Cultures 
2. Africa in the 15th century 
3. Eurasia in the 15th century 
4. Early European exploration and colonization 

C. Southern Colonies in the 17th Century 
1. The political economy of slavery emerges 
2. Race, class, gender and social order 

D. Northern Colonies in the 17th Century 
1. Puritans and "A City Upon a Hill", 1630-1700 
2. Quakers arid the Middle Colonies 
3. Relations with Native Americans 

E. The Road to the American Revolution, 1754-1783 
1. French and Indian War, 1745-1763 
2. Loyal Resistance, 1764-1775 
3. War for Independence 

F. Politics, Gender and Race in the Shaping of the New Republic, 1776-1789 
1. Contested meanings of the revolution 
2. Slavery and the "American Paradox" 
3. The Constitution 

G. The Early Republic, 1789-1815 
1. Federalists and Republicans 
2. Territorial expansion and the "empire of liberty" 
3. Foreign relations and the War of1812 

H. The National Market Economy and Immigration, 1815-1860 
1. The Market Revolution 
2. Industrialization 
3. Immigration 

I. Antebellum Reform Movements and Women's Activism, 1820-1860 
1. Second Great Awakening and reform activism 
2. Temperance, anti-slavery and women's rights 

J. Slavery and the South, 1815-1860 
1. Cotton and the expansion of slavery 
2. Southern social and class structure 
3. Slave cultures and communities 
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K. Politics and Manifest Destiny, 1815-1860 
1. Jacksonian Democracy 
2. Western expansion and Indian Removal 
3. Mexican-American War, 1846 

1. The Road to Civil War, 1848-1861 
1. Sectional Conflict 
2. 1860 Election 
3. Secession 

M. Civil War, 1861-1865 
1. Waging war 
2. Analysis of northern victory 
3. Impact and legacy ofthe war 

N. Reconstruction, 1863 -1877 
1. Presidential Reconstruction 
2. Congressional (Radical) Reconstruction 
3. Analysis of meaning and legacies of Reconstruction Era 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class. 
a. Small group discussions and "report backs", e.g., interpreting the 

Constitution, evaluating conflicting interpretations of major historical 
events or figures. 

b. Interpretation and analysis of selected primary source readings (e.g., 
colonial slave statutes, Puritan court records, Lincoln-Douglas debate 
excerpts). Interpretation and analysis may occur as part of the lecture 
and/or in small groups or pairs. Group work may include "report backs" 
to the class. 

c. Student reports on study questions from assigned readings. 
d. Peer feedback on take-home writing assignments, such as: thesis 

statements and drafts of essays/papers (see below, 2-b, 2-e). 
e. Exams and quizzes (including "practice quizzes") which include short 

answer, multiple choice, identification and matching questions to assess 
the student's comprehension of assigned readings and lecture material 
throughout the course of the semester. 

f. In-class essays that include evaluation of primary sources, analysis and 
synthesis of historical evidence and interpretations, and mastery of course 
content areas (see topic examples below, B-2). 

2. Out-of-class 
a. Weekly reading assignments from course materials. 
b. Periodic short papers on primary sources--e.g., excerpts from Thomas 

Paine's Common Sense, excerpts from slave narratives (e.g, those by 
Frederick Douglass or Harriet Jacobs), "Women's Declaration of 
Sentiments". Papers include summary, interpretation and evaluation of the 
document(s). 
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c. Short online research exercises on selected topics (e.g., comparing content 
of southem state declarations of secession, evaluating content and 
credibility of two historical websites on a particular theme (e.g., causes of 
U.S.- Mexican War or the Civil War). Exercises require proper citation of 
sources. 

d. Preparation of question sheets on assigned readings as preparation for 
essays, exams and class presentations. 

e. Written essays and/or research papers that include evaluation of primary 
sources and involve analytical writing. Research and essay themes may 
include: analysis of historical events and developments viewed from 
multiple perspectives; the influence of factors such as gender, class race, 
ethuicity and religion/ideology on perspective and historical 
developments. Essays and/or research projects evaluate the student's 
ability to select, assess and analyze historical sources on a specific topic, 
and to synthesize various sources within a short, clearly organized essay 
with a thesis statement, main points, supporting evidence and proper 
citation of sources. 

B. Evaluation 
1. REQUIRED. Written essays (in-class or take-home) and/or research 

papers as described above (A-I-f, A-2-b, A-2-e). 
2. REQUIRED. Essay exarns---either take-home or in-class. Topics might 

include: comparison of English, French and Spanish relations with 
indigenous peoples in the colonial era; comparative analysis of the 
implications of the American Revolution for women, Mrican-Americans 
and Native Americans; critical analysis of the meanings and legacies of 
the Reconstruction era, evaluation of Abraham Lincoln's role in 
emancipation. (See also description above [A-2-e] of take-home essays.) 
Essay exams include evaluation, analysis and synthesis of primary and 
secondary sources. 

3. REQUIRED: A fmal examination that evaluates the student's 
comprehension of assigned readings and lecture material and their ability 
to analyze key factors and developments shaping North American and 
U.S. History to 1877, including the roles of major individuals and groups. 

4. OPTIONAL: Short papers on primary sources (see A-2-b above). 
5. OPTIONAL: Short online research exercises (see A-2-c above). 
6. OPTIONAL: Exams and quizzes which include multiple choice, short 

answer, identification and matching questions to assess the student's 
comprehension of assigned readings and lecture material throughout the 
course of the semester (see A-I-e above). 

7. OPTIONAL: Class participation. 
a. Small group collaborationsl"report backs"( see A-I-a, A-I-b 

above). Group work is designed to demonstrate comprehension of 
course concepts and content, the ability to explain and interpret 
historical source materials and, when relevant, willingness to 
criticize and debate varying interpretations of historical events and 
individuals. 
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b. Student "report backs" on questions accompanying reading 
assignments (see A-I-c above) 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
1. Textbooks, including: 

a. John Davidson, et.al, US: A Narrative Histo!)" VI, 6th Edition 
(McGraw-Hill, 2012). 

b. Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty. VI, 4th Edition (W.W. Norton: 
2014). 

c. John Murrin, Liberty. Equality. Power, VI, 6th Edition (Cenage 
Learning: 2012). 

d. Mary Beth Norton. A People and a Nation, VI, 9th Edition 
(Cenage Learning: 2012). 

2. Other instructional materials might include: 
a. Anthologies such as: Cobbs & Hoffinan, ed, Major Problems in 

American Histo!)', VI, 3rd Edition (Cenage Learning: 2012); 
Hollitz, ed., Contending Voices, VI (Cenage Learning: 2011). 

b. Power Point lecture presentations on general content areas (see V 
above), or on particular themes/subjects within content areas (e.g., 
artists' representations of the New World and indigenous peoples, 
Civil War photography and art, the Columbian Exchange). 

c. Slides, print or projected images (e.g., works of art, maps, tables & 
charts, political cartoons, etc.) for interpretation and analysis. 

d. Online and library reserve primary and secondary source readings. 
e. Selected in-class handouts: e.g., charts, primary sources, lecture 

outlines, essay writing guides. 
f. Online research and writing resources, especially links from CCSF 

Library web page "Research Help", e.g., online workshops P 
(citing sources) and W (evaluating sources); Purdue Online 
Writing Lab (OWL); sample history papers from BedfordiSt. 
Martins website. History instructor Research Guides prepared in 
collaboration with CCSF librarians and customized for History 
l7A. 

g. Video and fIlm presentations such as: "Liberty!: The American 
Revolution", "Reconstruction: America's Second Civil War" 

h. Online databases, such as: EBSCOHost; Gale Powersearch; 
America: History and Life; History Resource Center: U.S.; 
American Memory (Library of Congress) 

i. Asynchronous supportive blogs for student-initiated discussion, 
instructor support and primary source readings 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets alI standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a». 
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