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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
Continuation of extensive oral training in French. Designed for students who wish to 
acquire more advanced skills in conversational French. The major difference between 
French 1 SA and 15B is in reading and oral assignments. The courses focus on specific 
topics (literature, fine arts, current affairs) but include different grammar topics. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 
A. Participate effectively and accurately in conversation in French at an advanced level 

using complex structures incorporating the use of various past tenses, reciprocal and 
reflexive, pronominal verbs and direct and indirect object pronouns. 

B. Speak fluently with correct grammar, pronunciation and syntax about aspects of French 
literature, culture, and civilization. 

C. Compare and contrast aspects of French culture and society related to cinema, 
gastronomy, literature, and the Francophone cultures of Africa and North America. 

V. CONTENT 
A. Vocabulary associated with topics such as 

1. French education 
a. French University programs 
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b. Erasmus (EuRopean Community Action Scheme for the Mobility 
of University Students) 

2. Evolution in French lifestyle 
a. The French Health System 
b. The role of women in society 

3. Health and sports 
a. Mediterranean diet 
b. French cuisine 
c. Sports in schools 

B. Grammar 
1. The past 

a. Passe-compose conjugation and usage 
b. Imparfait conjugation and usage 
c. Plus-que-parfait conjugation and usage in relation to other past tenses 

2. Pronominal verbs 
a. Pronominal reflexive 
b. Pronominal reciprocal 
c. Past tense 

3. Pronouns 
a. Direct and indirect (first, second and third person singular/plural) 
b. Partitive (en) 
c. Pronoun "y" with verbs followed by "iIJaulit la/it l' /aux" 

4. Comparatives 
a. With adjectives 
b. With adverbs 
c. With nouns 

5. Superlatives 
a. Structure with adjectives 
b. Use of adverbs (plus/moins and the definite article) 
c. Irregular superlatives 

6. The infinitive 
a. Usage of infinitive 
b. Infinitive preceded by a preposition 
c. Other prepositions that can introduce an infinitive such as, avant de, 

au lieu de, sans, pour, afin de 
d. Usage of past infinitive (apres ..... ) 

7. The participle 
a. The present participle 
b. The past participle 
c. Usage of the past participle 
d. Usage of the participle with an auxiliary verb 

8. The future 
a. Conjugation and irregular verbs 
b. Usage of structures with "si" 
c. Past future with the correct helping verb 
d. Usage of past future 

9. The conditional 
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a. Conjugation and irregular verbs 
b. Usage of structures with "si" 
c. Past conditional 
d. Usage of past conditional 

10. Usage of prepositions after verbs or verbal expressions 
C. Culture 

1. Reading and discussion of French literature 
a. Michel Butor 
b. Jean Genet 

2. Texts dealing with history, civilization and current affairs 
a. Michelet 
b. Sartre 
c. Canms 

3. European education 
a. The French educational system in comparison to other francophone 

countries 
b. Erasmus (EuRopean Community Action Scheme for the 

Mobility of University Students) a European Union student exchange 
programme. 

4. The French Health System: Securite Sociale 
5. French scientific research 

a. CNRS (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique) 
b. CERN (Organisation Europeenne pour la Recherche Nucleaire) 

6. Francophone destinations 
7. Excerpts from writing about everyday life in France, Africa, Quebec 

a. Flaubert 
b. Echenoz 
c. Dongala 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments 
a. Oral reading, pronunciation improvement exercises, substitution drills, 

questions and answer exercises 
b. General conversation practice on topics such as schools, women's place 

in society and health system 
c. In-class exercises on topics such as schools, women's place in society and health 

system 
d. Active participation in class activitieslrole playing on topics such as buying 

food, French diet, general health and leisure 
e. Discussion of cultural readings from textbook and videos from French TV 

and movies 
f. Discussions comparing French and American cultures on topics such as 

the university system, the role of women, the French health system 
g. Oral presentations on topics such as French education, French scientific 

research, contemporary lifestyle 
2. Out-of-class assignments 
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a. Memorization of vocabulary and application in cultural topics 
b. Question and answer exercises from the textbook 
c. Creation of original sentences and dialogues on assigned topics 
d. Reading of cultural information from textbook and the Internet to promote 

cross-cultural exploration and comparisons on topics such as French families 
and French lifestyle; videos from Y outube, movies or clips and interviews 
with French students and teachers 

e. Language laboratory listening and speaking exercises to be used as 
reinforcement technique 

B. Evaluation 
1. Classroom performance, preparation, and participation 
2. Oral presentations and oral assignments/exercises on topics such as the French 

university system, leisure and French Television 
3. Frequent oral quizzes and tests on topics such as past tense and verbal structures 

with prepositions 
4. Comprehensive oral final examination on syntax, vocabulary and cultural 

themes studied in class 
C. Textbook and Other Instructional Materials 

1. Dolidon & L6pez-Burton, TU SAIS QUOL COUl"S de conversation enfranr;ais, 
Yale University 2012 

2. Internet resources such as daily newspapers like Le Figaro, http://le(igaro.(r and 
Le Monde, http://lem()nde.r~ 

3. Library databases sLlch as EBSCO 

VII. Title 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002 (a» 
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