
1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Date 

City College of San Francisco 
Course Outline of Record 

April 2014 
B. Department English as a Second Language 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer 

F. Department Chairperson 

G. Dean 

H. Cuniculum Committee Chair 

1. Vice Chancellor 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

ESLN 3100 
Beginning Low 1 
ESL Noncredit Currisplum 

Joanne Low 

Melinda Wei! 

Susan Lamb 

175 hours 
Noncredit 
None 
None 
Literate in native language 

ommittee 

This course complies with the 1992 California 
Adult EL Model Standards. 
No 
Pass/No Pass/SP 
As Needed 

Beginning Low 1 students develop language skills and a general understanding of the content in 
simple written and spoken English. Students practice language for daily survival and participate 
in common sociaJ exchanges. Students learn to copy and print simple sentences. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Identify frequently used spoken words, phrases and questions in familiar contexts. 
B. Apply short phrases and sentences in learned common social conversations. 
C. Construct limited meaning from reading materials using familiar words on learned topics. 
D. Demonstrate ability to print numbers, letters, a limited number of basic sight words and 

previously learned simple sentences and phrases. 
E. Produce accurate Beginning Levell language structures and forms. 

V. CONTENT 
A. Listening skills 

1. Simple commonly used words and phrases (e.g., man, woman, student, desk, I'm a 
student. I study English.) 
a. Singular versus plural oflearned regular nouns (e.g., students, books, pencils) 
b. Common irregular plural fcmns of learned nouns (men, women) 

2. Short emergency warnings and commands 
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a. Warnings (e.g., Be careJul! Stop! Watch out!) 
b. Common, one-step classroom directions 

(e.g., T: Open your book to page 10. T: Student A, turn to page 8. Student B, 
Turn to page 108.) 

3. Routine social questions; 
a. Appropriate responses to common personal questions (e.g., T: Are you married? 

S: No. T: What's your name? S: Maria Chen) 
b. Time and place reference words to get information from short conversations (e.g., 

What hours do you work? I workfrom 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. I work in a restaurant.) 
4. Simple face-to-face conversations that use learned material 

(e.g., What is it? What time is it?) 
a. Stress and pitch that carry meaning (question versus statement intonation) 
b. Simple wh- versus YeslNo questions(e.g., Where are youJrom? Are you from 

Brazil?) 
5. Appropriate responses to requests for repetition (e.g., Please say it again.) 

B. Speaking skills 
I. Statements related to basic lifeskills using learned words and phrases 

(e.g., My birthday is June 5th The bus stop is on the corner.) 
a. Model basic lifeskills conversations with some degree of accuracy 

(e.g., T: My first name is Helen. S: My first name is Carlos.) 
b. Simple statements about everyday activities 

(e.g., I get up at 7:30. I eat breakfast. I take the bus to schoo!.) 
2. One-word and short phrase responses to ask simple yes/no and wh- questions to 

request basic factual or personal information (e.g., What's your birthdate? Where are 
youJrom? What's your phone number?) 

3. One word and short-phrase responses to basic life skills questions (e.g., T: What's 
your telephone number? S: 415-545-5545.) 

4. Requests for simple clarification 
a. Spell a word for clarification 
b. Repeat a word or phrase for confirmation 
c. Make statements (e.g., I don't understand. Please say it again.) 

5. Conversational exchanges on limited and familiar topics using learned phrases (e.g., 
It's nice to meet you. It's nice to meet you, too. Have a nice day. You, too.) 

6. Simple commands and expressing caution using short phrases (e.g., Please close the 
door. Be carefitl.) 

C. Vocabulary and word skills 
1. Simple prefixes and suffIxes (e.g., unhappy, teacher) 
2. Common collocations (e.g., take a shower, have breakJast, a nice day) 
3. Common antonyms (e.g., hotleolli, young/old, easy/difficult) 
4. Dictionary use (either paper or online, bilingual or monolingual) for definitions 
5. Common idioms (e.g., take your time, have a seat) 

D. Reading skills 
1. Visual clues to predict meaning (e.g., pictures, simple charts) 
2. Personal information in print (e.g., first and last names, address, birth date) 
3. Alphabetical sequence 
4. Simple warnings (e.g., danger, poison) 
5. Basic sight words in different handwriting styles (e.g., cursive, print and type) in 

short notes and lists (e.g., a postcard, shopping list) 
6. Basic abbreviations (e.g., Mr., Ms., Dr., Ave.) 
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7. Numerical information on simple signs and flyers (e.g., store hours, address on 
advertisements, apartment rental, want ads) 

8. Simple sentences using vocabulary and sentence patterns previously learned orally 
(e.g., lvfy name is Sonia. I'm a server at a restaurant. I work/rom 5 p. m. to 9 p. m. I 
workfrom Tuesday to Saturday. 1 like my job.) 

9. One to three-step written instructions (e.g., find page number, use a copier) 
10. Explicit and implicit information in text. (e.g., He studies English in our class. Is he 

from the USA?) 
E. W ri ti ng skills 

I. Letters of the alphabet 
2. Numerals 
3. Familiar words and phrases 
4. Simple forms which require personal information. 
S. Simple sentences based on previously learned vocabulary and structures. 
6. Lined paper 

F. Language structures and forms 
I. Sentence types 

a. Simple statements, affirmative and negative 
i. with be (e.g., It's a pen. It's not a pen.) 
ii. with action verbs (e.g., He speaks English. He doesn't speak English.) 

b. Yes/No, or, and Wh- questions and answers 
i. with be, long and short answers 
ii. with action verbs, long and short answers 
iii. with or (choice) (e.g., Do you want coffee or tea?) 

c. Wh- questions (e.g., who, what, when, where, why) 
d. Wh- questions with how (e.g., How are you? How much is it?) 
e. Wh- questions with Whose (receptive only) 
f. Imperatives with please (e.g., Please open the door.) 

2. Verbs 
a. Simple present (e.g., He studies everyday. She is tired.) 
b. Common phrasal verbs (e.g., get up, put on) 
c. Common verbs followed by infinitives (receptive only) (e.g., like to, want to, 

forget to) 
d. Snbject-verb agreement (e.g., He walks to school.) 
e. Contractions, affirmative and negative with be (e.g., I'm, isn't, aren'l) 
f. Simple past 

i. with be (e.g., It was foggy yesterday.) 
ii. with common regular verbs (receptive only) 
iii. with common irregular verbs (receptive only) 

g. Present continuous (e.g., He is studying now.) 
3. Modals 

a. can (e.g., He can study this evening. Can you spell your last name?) 
b. may in learned phrases (e.g., May I help you?) 
c. let's (e.g., Let's go. [receptive only]) 

4. Nouns 
a. Count nouns, singular and plural (e.g., dog, dogs) 
b. Common irregular plurals (e.g., child/children, woman/women) 
c. Proper nouns (e.g., Bob, Russia) 
d. Noncount (receptive only) (e.g.,food, tea) 

5. Pronollls 
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a. Subject (e.g., 1, you, he, she, it, we, you, they) 
b. Object (e.g., me, you, him, her, it, us, you, them) 
c. Demonstrative (e.g., this, that, these, those) 
d. It as a subject with weather and time (e.g.,lt is Tuesday.) 
e. Indefinite as subject and object (receptive only) (e.g., one, some, any, everyone, 

someone, anyone, no one) 
6. Adjectives 

a. Articles (e.g., a, an. the) 
b. Adjective-before-noun word order (e.g., a red dress) 
c. Possessive (e.g., my, your, his, her, its. our, their) 
d. Demonstrative (e.g., this, that, these, those) 
e. Quantifiers (receptive only) (e.g., some/any, much/many/a lot of a Zittlelafew) 

7. Adverbs and adverbials 
a. Time (e.g., now, yesterday, today, tomorrow, every day) 
b. Chronological order (e.g., next month, last month, in the morning, in the 

afiernoon, in the evening, at noon, at night, before class, after class) 
c. Place (e.g., here. there) 
d. Frequency (e.g., always, sometimes, never, usually, ofien) 
e. Intensifiers (e.g., very) 

8. Prepositions (e.g., to, in, on, at, under, above, next to, from, between) 
9. Conjunctions (e.g., and, or) with short phrases 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. In-class Assignments 

1. Total Physical Response (TPR) activities (e.g., body parts identification, appropriate 
physical responses to simple instructions) 

2. Spelling dictations 
3. Mingling activities (based upon personal information, daily routines) 
4. Student/teacher-generated dialogs (e.g., introductions, "small talk") 
5. Filling out simple forms and applications with personal information 
6. Interviews (e.g., peer dictation, recording answers to simple questions) 
7. Matching exercises (phonics, numbers, vocabulary, personal information) 
8. Responding to simple oral directions (e.g., practice keyboarding on a computer) 

B. Evaluation 
I. Listening/Speaking 

a. Respond appropriately to short emergency warnings, commands and brief 
instructions (Stand up Listen. Point. Go outside) 

b. Respond appropriately to simple questions on previously learned material. (Where 
are youfi-om? Where is the restaurant?) 

c. Identify basic factual details in a simple conversation or recording (Who is she? 
Where is he from?) 

d. Participate accurately in previously practiced conversations (Introductions, 
greetings, personal information, time, weather) 

e. Describe daily routine, basic needs, general health and emotions (J work at 11 
a.m. I need a class on Mondays. Ifeel great.) 

2. Reading 
a. Identify general topics, the main ideas, in simplified reading material 
b. Match vocabulary words to pictures of cornmon items (e.g., food, clothing) 
c. Scan for basic information from a map or schedule (e.g., reduced forms, tense 

inflections, phrases such as Where is the school? When does the bus come?) 
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3. Writing 
a. Write simple sentences from dictation, models, visual prompts 
b. Write simple descriptive sentences on a familiar topic, based on a model (e.g., 

family, work) 
4. Textbooks and other Instmctional Materials 

a. Molinsky, Steven J. and Bill Bliss, Foundations, 2nd Ed., Prentice Hall Regents, 
New Jersey, 2006 

b. Foley, Barbara A. and Elizabeth R. Neblett, English in Action, 2nd Ed., Heinle 
Cengage Learning, Farmington, 2009 

c. Teacher-generated material such as models for writing and dictation, simple 
dialogs, realia 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
NONCREDIT (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(c». 
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