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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Practice in effective communication in everyday, academic, and professional situations
through the use of individual and group presentations, oral reports and summaries,
debates and discussions, in conjunction with pronunciation exercises.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Produce spoken English with increasing confidence, fluency, and control in
formal and informal oral communication.

a. Produce oral texts for a variety of public speaking tasks (eg--informative
speeches, persuasive speeches, demonstrations).

b. Relate messages more confidently, effectively and appropriately in
everyday conversations, and academic and work-related situations.

c. Manage essential communicative functions in oral discourse such as
informing, reporting, explaining, persuading, critiquing, justifying,
summarizing, selling, demonstrating, teaching, solving a problem.

d. Integrate effective visual aids, including the appropriate use of technology
to produce and display visual aids.

e. Integrate resources in spoken texts, including their proper citation
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f. Select appropriate body language and tone for effective communication
both as speaker and participant.

g. Relate to topics under discussion by responding from notes, asking
questions, discussing, reacting, and evaluating.

B. Solve pronunciation and speech problems that impede successful communication
in the classroom, on the job, and in everyday life.

a. Assemble spoken English intelligibly; control the stress, intonation,
volume, and tone of their speech; speak with appropriate vowel length,
linking, contractions, phrasing and reductions.

b. Manage the comprehension and use of register, dialect, and slang.
c. Select vocabulary and grammar structures effectively.

C. Produce effective presentation critiques in a constructive manner.

V. CONTENTS
A. Presentation skills

1. Formal presentations (3 to 15 minutes) to small or large audiences
2. Interviews, including job interview practice
3. Debates and panel discussions that include researched source material
4. Performance of rehearsed dialogues, songs, or poems
5. Oral reports and summaries based on video or audio sources, with or without

transcripts, or based on research projects, including the proper use of source
material

6. Confidence building activities and exercises
7. Preparation and use of note cards, outlines and visual aids
8. Note taking and vocabulary journaling
9. Audience participation and interaction

B. Narrative skills
1. Storytelling
2. Reviews of movies, events or exhibitions
3. Contact assignments, including surveys
4. Volunteer projects
5. Reviews of recorded student performances
6. Use of the ESL Center for Language and Academic Development

C. Pronunciation
1. Stress, rhythm, volume, and focus
2. Intonation patterns and variations
3. Phrasing, contractions, and reductions
4. Vowel sounds, vowel length, and vowel reductions
5. Voiced and voiceless consonant sounds
6. Overcoming hesitation with a focus on fluency and appropriate speed
7. Communicative functions and tone

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

r""'" 1. In-class Assignments
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a. The teacher will facilitate, monitor, and correct student performance of
public speaking tasks on an individual basis in person and/or by written or
recorded evaluation.
i. Live or recorded models will be used when appropriate.
ii. Student speech and performances will be recorded when appropriate.

b. The teacher will conduct a careful diagnostic evaluation, using technology
where appropriate, to identify those elements of pronunciation which
require improvement.

c. Pronunciation practice will be integrated with contextualized
communication activities, which will be chosen to include appropriate
situations and functions.

2. Out-of-class Assignments
a. Several texts for oral presentations such as informative speeches based on

Internet research.
b. Based on student diagnostic profiles, specific pronunciation features will

be chosen and assigned for practice as needed
c. One lab hour or equivalent per week recommended as needed for speaking

or pronunciation tasks
B. Evaluation

1. Evaluation of oral presentations
2. Midterm and final evaluation of student performance in formal presentations
3. Comparison of speaking and pronunciation skills at the beginning and end of

the semester based on periodic evaluation and/or recording of student
performance

4. Peer and self evaluations
5. Evaluation of homework and other assignments
6. Pronunciation and vocabulary tests
7. Participation in class activities

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials
1. Porter and Grant, Communicating Effectively in English, 2nd edition,

Cengage, 1992
2. Supplemental materials

a. Instructor-generated activities such as pronunciation activities,
confidence-building activities and contact assignments.

b. Instructors may also make use of other instructional aids:
1. Audio and video players
2. Video monitor
3. Video camera
4. LCD projector
5. Laptop computer

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)).
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