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I. GENERAL INFORMATION
A Date:
B. Department:
C. Course Number:
D. Course Title:
E. Course Outline Preparers:
F. Department Chairperson:
G. School Dean:

Created: September, 2004
ESL
ESL 170
ESL College Reading and Composition

Doane, Guth::r~ViC'Walsh
Sharonseymourv~
Joanne LOW~. .')

II. COURSE SPECIFICS

A Number of Hours:

B. Units (credit courses only)

3 lecture

3

C. Pre-requisites and/or Co-requisites:

Completion ofESL 160 with a grade ofC or higher or placement in ESL
170.

D. Course Justification:

This course meets the Area B, Written Composition, requirement for the
AA./AS. degrees, for students whose first language is not English.

E. Field Trips:

F. Method of Grading:

G. Course repeatability:

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

No

Letter

o

Advanced academic reading skills and strategies, with an emphasis on
critical reading of expository prose. Practice in various forms of
composition and research necessary for college work, with attention to the
development of grammatical accuracy and a college writing style.

IV. OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:
A Reading
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1. Demonstrate comprehension of a variety of genres of authentic,
university freshman-level texts.

2. Demonstrate the ability to analyze expository writing for thesis,
rhetorical patterns, purpose, voice, and characteristics of style.

3. Demonstrate the ability to read critically to recognize and evaluate
concepts, viewpoints, evidence and reasoning.

4. Demonstrate the ability to read closely for textual clues to meaning,
structure, and style.

5. Demonstrate comprehension of imaginative literature with language and
themes accessible to second-language students. (Imaginative literature
will constitute no more than 20% of the reading for the course.)

6. Use library and other sources to locate and evaluate reading materials.
7. Use an English language dictionary in reading and writing.

B. Writing
1. Plan, compose, organize and revise non-fonnulaic expository and

persuaSIve essays.
2. Research, plan, compose, organize and revise one research paper.
3. Integrate summaries of academic ideas, research and theories in essays or

research papers.
4. Use MLA documentation and parenthetical citation.
5. Compose, develop and combine sentences to improve writing style.
6. Use various structures and techniques to establish sequence and

coherence.
7. Demonstrate an expanding range and control of vocabulary.
8. Correct/edit written work for ESL and other writing errors.

C. Learning Strategies
1. Utilize effective learning strategies in academic contexts.

v. CONTENT

A. Reading
1. Reading comprehension of authentic, unadapted materials, some of them

of significant length, outside of class
a. Main points/generalizations and supporting infonnation
b. Cultural references; explication of culturally dense texts
c. Specific facts and infonnation
d. The fundamentals of fonnallogic, including inductive and deductive

argument
e. Methods of analysis, argumentation, hypothesis, comparison,

qualification
2. Expository Prose

a. Thesis and rhetorical patterns
b. Audience and purpose
c. Voice and register
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d. Characteristics ofwriting style
3. Critical reading

a. Fact, opinion and inference
b. Fallacious reasoning, e.g. oversimplification, false analogies
c. Perspective, bias and point ofview

4. Close reading
a. Cohesion and reference in texts
b. Tense and sequence in narrative texts
c. Causation, qualification, concession and comparison in expository

texts
d. Prediction and speculation
e. Meaning ofwords/phrases from context

5. Literature with language and themes accessible to second language
students, to constitute no more than 20% of the reading for the course

a. literary geme, setting, narrator, conflict, character, plot, theme
b. cultural explication
c. figurative language, as necessary for comprehension

6. Library and other sources
a. Book and article searches
b. On-line encyclopedias and other reference materials

7. Advanced ESL and English/English dictionaries
B. Writing

1. Essays and essay tests
a. Essays on academic topics from reading and discussion (in-class,

minimum of 500 words; out-of-class, minimum of 750 words)
b. Techniques for generation and exploration of ideas
c. Paragraph and non-formulaic essay structure
d. Clear, limited thesis statements
e. Clear, logical, factual, well-ordered support with sufficient

explanation, analysis, illustration, evaluation and/or persuasion
(Effective essays often incorporate two or more of these methods of
development.)

f. Practice in constructing rational (logos), ethical (ethos), and emotional
(pathos) arguments

g. Drafts and revisions
2. Research paper

a. Practice in planning, researching and writing one brief research paper,
with citations in MLA format

b. The components of the research paper:
Title page
Table of contents
Introduction
Body
Conclusion(s)
Endnotes
Bibliography

CCSF ESL 170 ESL College Reading and Composition, 9/07/04, Page 3 of 5



City College of San Francisco
Course Outline of Record

3. Integration of source material
a. Summaries and paraphrases of academic ideas, research or theories

incorporated in longer texts
b. Integration ofmaterial on a specific subject from a variety of sources
c. Methods of citation/systems of reference

4. Documentation
a. Simple MLA format
b. Parenthetical citation

5. Expanding range and control of sentence structures
a. Compound and complex sentences: develop and expand
b. Punctuation, including colons, semi-colons, and commas
c. Parallel series: words, phrases, clauses
d. Full and reduced adjective and adverb clauses
e. Past and present participial phrases
f. Noun phrase appositives

6. Coherence
a. Pronoun and article systems as reference in discourse
b. Effective transitions, e.g. repetition of key words and concepts; use of

synonyms and antonyms; logical and chronological organizers
7. Vocabulary study

a. Brief and extended definitions in text
b. Affixation and word families: emphasis on correct word forms
c. Common and subject-specific academic vocabulary
d. Idioms and collocations
e. For reading comprehension: figurative and colloquial language in

literature
8. Accuracy/proofreading

a. Revision ofwritten work in response to written or spoken feedback
from instructor or peer review

b. Correction symbols
c. Personal editing lists
d. Correction of punctuation, spelling, mechanics, format, sentence

boundaries
e. Correction of second-language errors, e.g. count nouns, verb tenses

and forms, word forms, word order. By the end of this course, students
should be able to edit for most second-language errors.

C. Learning Strategies
1. Effective learning strategies

a. Reading and vocabulary journals
b. Evaluation of sources (including electronic sources) for accuracy,

reliability, currency, relevance and bias
c. Language-learning software
d. College tutorial support
e. Effective timed writing
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VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. Reading assignments (including, e.g. longer essays and articles, textbook
excerpts, book-length works of non-fiction and/or novels) accompanied
by comprehension/vocabulary exercises

2. Research assignments in preparation for writing
3. Writing assignments in response to readings or reporting on research
4. Revision of writing assignments
5. Sentence development and grammar assignments integrated with reading

and/or writing assignments

B. Evaluation
1. Quizzes and tests in reading comprehension, e.g. analysis of evidence

and reasoning
2. In-class writing: at least 3 essays of at least 500 words each,

demonstrating the ability to plan, compose and organize non-formulaic
expository essays with control of an expanding range of sentence
structures and vocabulary. One of these essays can be the ESL Dept.
Composition Final Exam.

3. Out-of-class writing: at least 3500 words over the course of the semester
(minimum 750 words/assignment), including one research paper
(Midterm and final grades will reflect both in and out-of-class writing.)

4. Revision of written work, demonstrating the ability to self-edit and revise
for content and accuracy in response to feedback

5. Assignments in reading, sentence development, vocabulary and editing
skills

6. ESL Department Composition Final Exam (recommended 20% of course
grade), which consists of an academic reading and an essay prompt that
requires students to generate a coherent, unified response of at least 500
words

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials
Reading texts will include both fiction and non-fiction, with fiction not to
exceed 20% of the reading for the course. Writing texts will emphasize the
writing process and writing skills.

The choice of books and materials depends on the instructor of the class and
on the approval of the ESL Credit Curriculum Committee. A list of
approved books is published by the committee.

VII. TITLE V CLASSIFICATION
*CreditlDegree Applicable (meets all standards of Title V, Section 55002(a)
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