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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Introduction to academic reading materials, skills and strategies. Builds vocabulary and
knowledge through practice in reading non-fiction and fiction texts. Practice in writing
simple pre-academic paragraphs, reports, and short answers. Stlldy of high-beginning
level vocabulary and grammar. Intended to be taken concurrently with ESL 112,
Introductory Listening/Speaking.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Reading
1. Decode the English phonetic system
2. Recognize how content of different texts can be focused towards specific

audiences
3. Demonstrate global understanding of11ew information fron1 multi

paragraph academic texts containing mostly familiar language and content
4. Demonstrate knowledge of the basic organization of a textbook and its

chapters to understand how various components reveal various levels of
meanIng

5. Use library and other sources to locate materials
B. Writing

1. Write brief responses to ideas in high-beginning readings using new
vocabulary
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2. Plan, compose, organize and revise sentences and short paragraphs
3. Demonstrate control of basic sentence structures
4. Demonstrate ability to identify appropriate mechanics, punctuation,

spelling, format, and sentence boundaries
5. Use grammatical structures taught in ESL 110 in written work

C. Grammar
1. Demonstrate comprehension and production of simple noun phrases
2. Demonstrate comprehension and production of the English verb system as

used in basic sentence structures
3. Produce basic sentence patterns showing correct word order and

punctuation
D. Vocabulary

1. Identify language structures using basic grammatical terminology
2. Memorize, define and apply new vocabulary to reading and writing tasks
3. Locate and interpret words and definitions in an English dictionary

adapted for ESL students
E. Learning Strategies

1. Utilize effective learning strategies in academic contexts
2. Utilize appropriate academic skills for specific tasks

v. CONTENTS
A. Reading

1. New information
1. Main point and supporting details of paragraphs and multi-paragraph texts
2. Restatement of ideas
3. Specific facts and information (scanning)

2. Organization of a textbook
1. Table of contents, indices, appendices, glossaries
2. Units, chapters, subheadings and other textbook divisions

3. Discussion of audience and purpose of simple multi-paragraph texts
4. The English phonetic system as a tool for reading
5. Library and other resources

1. Information from various CCSF resources
2. Classroom or college-based surveys and information-gathering

B. Writing
1. Writing tasks

1. Basic paragraphs, formatted appropriately, including simple topic
sentences, main ideas and a limited range of supporting details; in-class
approximately 100 words; out-of-class approximately 150 words

2. Short answers to questions on pre-academic readings
3. Pre-writing and planning techniques
4. Drafts and revisions
5. Brief summaries of main ideas of readings
6. Personal responses to readings
7. Short reports based on readings and/or research, e.g., classroom or

college-based surveys and information gathering
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2. Range and control of sentence structures
1. Compose simple and compound sentences, e.g., S+V+O word order; using

coordinators
2. Analyze and attempt use of some complex sentences, e.g., time clauses

3. Accuracy/editing skills
1. Correct spelling of frequently encountered words
2. Mechanics, punctuation, format, sentence boundaries
3. Revision of written work based on instructor's suggestions and correction

symbols
4. Inclusion of grammar structures taught in ESL 110 in written work

C. Grammar
1. Noun phrases

1. Singular/plural nouns
2. Count and non-count nouns and quantifiers
3. Pronouns: personal and compounds (introduced)
4. Articles
5. Adjectives: base, comparative, superlative, positive (as...as)

2. The verb system
1. Verb tenses: simple present, simple past (regular and irregular verbs),

future, present and past continuous, and present perfect (introduction)
2. To be + complement patterns (noun, adjective and prepositional phrase)
3. Verbs + infinitives and infinitive patterns (common; of purpose; in

patterns of speech)
4. Subject/verb agreement
5. Simple modal auxiliaries
6. Simple/common verbal expressions, e.g., be able to, be going to, have to

3. Sentence development
1. Compound and complex sentences

a. Beginning adverbial clauses (time and cause clauses)
b. Conditional (future/possible)

2. Expletive "there" and "it"
3. Capitalization, commas, periods, question marks
4. Punctuation of direct quotations

D. Vocabulary
1. New Vocabulary

1. Parts of speech
2. Parts of sentences, including names of punctuation marks
3. Affixation and word families

2. ESL dictionaries
1. Alphabetical order
2. Elements of dictionary entries
3. Multiple definitions

E. Learning strategies and academic skills
1. Effective learning strategies

a. Oral reading of class texts and student produced compositions
b. Prediction and practice of various styles of tests
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c. Prediction of test contents
d. Inductive analysis of grammar/language forms
e. Vocabulary notebooks, word journals

2. Appropriate academic skills
a. Active class participation
b. Careful organization of course materials
c. Punctual, accurate completion of assignments

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class Assignments
1. Periodic dictations
2. Regular written responses to readings of pre-academic multi-paragraph

texts that indicate global understanding, and/or reporting on simple
research (approximately 100 words)

2. Out-of-class Assignments
1. Weekly reading assignments of various multi-paragraph texts, including

textbook chapters, accompanied by vocabulary exercises and
comprehension exercises focusing mostly on global understanding

2. Regular written responses to readings of pre-academic multi-paragraph
texts that indicate global understanding, and/or reporting on simple
research (approximately 150 words)

3. At least one simple research assignment based on accessing college
resources

4. Revision of selected writing assignments with heavy guidance from
instructor

5. Weekly grammar assignments integrated with reading and/or writing
assignments

6. Periodic dictionary assignments
B. Evaluation

1. Chapter quizzes and tests in reading comprehension (e.g. identification of
main points and supporting details of individual paragraphs in multi
paragraph texts)

2. A brief written test on what the various components of a textbook chapter are,
and how they can be useful in aiding comprehension

3. Demonstration of control of basic sentence and paragraph structure (in-class
writing approximately 100 words; out-of-class approximately 150 words)

4. Demonstration of an emerging ability to revise work based on instructor's
comments and correction symbols

5. Regular assignments and/or quizzes on grammar points such as noun phrases,
the verb system, and the three types of infinitives

6. Regular assignments and/or quizzes in vocabulary
7. Validated common ESL department final exam (recommended 25% of course

grade), comprising three sub-tests measuring the specific skills in reading,
writing and grammar taught in this course. The writing test requires students
write a coherent, unified response of at least 150 words.
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C. Textbooks and other instructional materials
1. Elbaum, Sandra N., Grammar in Context 1, 5th edition, Heinle Cengage

Learning, Boston, 2010
2. Einstein, Carol, Claims to Fame, Book 1, Educators Publishing Service,

Cambridge, MA, 2000
3. Beaumont, John, Northstar: Reading and Writing 1, 2nd edition, Pearson

Longman, White Plains, 2009
4. Singleton, Jill, The Paragraph, Cambridge University Press, New York,

2005

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)).
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