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I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION
A. Approval Date
B. Department
C. Course Number
D. Course Title

E. Coursc Outlinc Preparer(s)

F. Departmcnt Chairperson

G. Dean

II. COURSE SPECIFICS
A. Hours

B. Units
C. Prerequisites

Corequisites
Advisories

D. Course Justification

E. Field Trips
f. Method of Grading
G. Repeatability

September 20 I0
English
ENGL L
foundation for College Reading and
Studying
"l glish Dep~~iculum Committee

~v~~
Bob Davis

Lccture: 3 weekly (52.5 total)
Laboratory: I weekly (16 total)
Conference: I hour total
3
Plaecmclltlevel of English Lor ESL 140, or
complction of ES L 130.
None
Not recommended for students who have
completed or arc currently enrolled in
ENGL 9 or who are eligible for ENGL 92 or
higher.
This course teaches basic reading skills as
well as academic learning strategics. It also
briefly introduces students to college essay
writing.
No
Letter, Pass!1\'o Pass
o

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
This course prcsents a basic understanding of and pwctiee in reading comprehension,
vocabulary, and study ski lis, and teaches awareness of reading processes. This course
will also introduce studcnts to college essay writing in preparation for ENGL 90 or
ENGL91.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this coursc a student will be able to:

A. Rending OUleomes
I. Comprehend informational paragraphs and simple expository essays,
articlcs, or tcxtbook selcctions.
2. Recognize thc structural clements of academic writing including main
idens and details as well as gencralizations and specific support.
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3. Apply active strategies prior to, during, and after reading in order to help
improve engagement and comprehension.
4. Build vocabulary through a variety of strategies.
5. Explain how a comprehension task was completed or problem was solved
through written and oral exercises.
6. Demonstrate an appreciation of reading as a personal choice as well as an
academic requirement by writing regular reflective journals and speaking
about reading experiences in class.

B. College Success Outcomes
1. Use college resources to improve academic success such as completing
required lab work, attending required instructor conferences, and forming peer
study groups.
2. Develop organizational and study strategies to complete daily reading
assignments.
3. Develop positive affect and personal responsibility for learning by taking
the initiative to understand and complete assignments on time, including self
reflective surveys.

C. Reading and Writing Outcomes
1. Write one essay following the steps of the writing process: reading for
information, brainstorming, outlining, drafting, editing.
2. Write one essay that uses key structural elements of academic writing:
introduction, body, and conclusion.
3. Integrate information from reading to support a point.
4. Understand reading and writing as interconnected processes.

V.CONTENTS
A. Reading Process

1. Understanding of reading as a multi-step process
2. Pre-reading Strategies

a. Purpose of reading
b. Activation and building of appropriate prior knowledge
c. Text preview and prediction
d. Vocabulary preview

3. Strategies during reading
a. Annotation
b. Visualization
c. Difference between main idea and supporting details
d. Inference
e. Prediction
f. Strategies for understanding unfamiliar vocabulary
g. Connections between text and reader, and between different parts of text

4. Post-reading strategies
a. Identification ofmain ideas through re-reading
b. Comprehension questions
c. Visual comprehension tools
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1. Outlining
2. Mapping
3. Double-entry journals
4. Cornell notes
5. Vocabulary self-collection charts

B. Comprehension Monitoring
I. Identification ofcomprehension problems both individually and

collaboratively
2. Comprehension problem-solving

a. Using context clues to understand new vocabulary
b. Using a dictionary to confinn, refine, or correct prediction of word

meanmg
c. Using different ways to identify main ideas as distinct from supporting

details
C. Text Structure

I. Paragraphs
a. General vs. specific
b. Main idea vs. supporting detail
c. Major supporting detail vs. minor supporting detail
d. Patterns of organization

1. List of items
2. Definition and example
3. Comparison and contrast
4. Cause and effect

2. Essays and articles
a. Topic
b. Thesis or purpose
c. Topic sentences
d. Major vs. minor support

D. Vocabulary
1. Context clues to understand new vocabulary in reading
2. Word parts to build vocabulary

E. Strategies for College Success
1. Goal setting
2. Reflection on progress and future goal-setting
3. Time management and organizational strategies, e.g. following course

assignment schedule and establishing a study routine
4. Notetaking for improved studying
5. Peer collaboration
6. Awareness and use of English labs and other CCSF support services
7. Motivation and personal responsibility for academic success

F. Writing
1. Writing Process

a. Gathering data: reading, sharing relevant background knowledge
b. Brainstonning
c. Outlining
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d. Drafting
e. Seeking feedback from peers, instructors, and tutors
f. Proofreading
g. Recognizing reading and writing as interconnected processes

2. Essay Structure
a. Introduction

1. Summary of situation or dilemma
2. Thesis statement

b. Body Paragraphs
1. Purposeful ordering ofparagraphs
2. Topic sentences
3. Development ofpoints through textual support and explanation
4. Transitions to connect ideas

c. Conclusion
1. Clarification ofwriter's thesis
2. Review ofmain ideas

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. Out-of-class assignments
a. Readings consisting primarily ofnon-fiction works

1. Paragraphs from textbooks, articles, and essays
2. 5-7 essays or articles of 1-2 pages in length that allow students to

practice skills and strategies being taught.
3. 1-3 books, chosen by student or instructor. Book may be fiction or

non-fiction
b. Various assignments designed to teach reading comprehension and

notetaking strategies, such as annotation, cornell notes, outlining, and
answering questions

c. One 2.5-4 page end-of-semester essay that integrates infonnation from
readings and includes a post-writing reflection on the assignment

d. Various assignments designed to teach the college essay writing process
and essay structure, such as brainstonning, outlining, drafting, and
proofreading

e. Complete 16 hours in various campus labs
2. In-class assignments

a. Individual and group practice using strategies to understand and organize
infonnation in readings

b. Group and class discussion of assigned readings
c. Group and class review of assigned reading exercises such as Cornell

notes, multiple choice exercises, and explanations of answer choices
d. Individual choice or instructor-assigned book reading
e. Essay writing exercises such as brainstonning, outlining, and proofreading

CCSF, English, ENGL L, Foundation for College Reading and Studying, May 2010, Page 4 of5



B. Evaluation
1. Reading homework designed to practice reading skills and strategies such as

distinguishing between main ideas and supporting details, annotating for
various purposes, and notetaking

2. Writing homework designed to practice steps in the essay writing process
including brainstonning, outlining, and drafting

3. One end-of-semester essay to evaluate overall understanding ofwriting
process and product; essay will be weighted more than a typical homework
assignment

4. Tests on textbook chapters including main ideas, supporting details,
transitions, and inference

5. Midtenn and final exams testing students on course content and thinking
processes. For example, tests might ask students to identify the main idea of a
paragraph and explain how they found the main idea.

6. Participation in large class discussion and small group work, and completion
of in-class exercises

7. Other written or oral assignments designed to measure students' development
of motivation, persistence, and initiative necessary to succeed

8. Completion of 16 lab hours per semester, preferably one hour per week
working on a variety of instructor-recommended materials

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials
I. Langan, John. Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills, Fourth Edition.

West Berlin: Townsend Press, 2005
2. Henry, D. J. The Skilled Reader, Second Edition. New York: Pearson

Education Inc., 2008
3. Longman Dictionary ofAmerican English. White Plains: Pearson Education

Inc., 2008
4. Reading Plus, Lexia, and other computer-based learning software.
5. Articles and essays from various sources for both in-class and out-of-class

reading that represent a variety of perspectives on issues and that speak from
diverse viewpoints including diversity in education, socioeconomics, culture,
sexual orientation, disability, and ethnic background.

6. One or more works of student- or instructor-selected fiction or non-fiction;
total pages per semester should be at least 250 pages, such as
a. Sapphire. Push. Vintage, 1997.
b. Mori, Kyoko. Shizuko's Daughter. Faucet, 1994.
c. Myers, Walter Dean. Slant Scholastic, 2008.
d. Steinbeck, John. The Pearl. Viking, 1975.
e. Santiago, Esmeralda. When I Was Puerto Rican. Da Capo, 2006.

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDITINON-DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards ofTitle 5. Section
55002(b».
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