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3 Lecture (52.5 total) 
3 
Placement in English 96 or completion of 
English 93 
None 
None 
This is a pre-transfer level college course in 
argumentative writing, reading, critical 
thinking, and MLA documentation. This 
course prepares students for English lA, a 
graduation requirement. 
No 
Letter 
o 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
College-level training and practice in critical reading and argumentative 
writing. Emphasis is on reading and writing analytically and developing 
research and documentation skills. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 
A. Analyze, annotate, synthesize, and evaluate by reading primarily non

fiction texts. 
B. Compose organized and coherent source-based essays that demonstrate 

critical thinking. 
C. Demonstrate control over a variety of sentence-combining strategies and 

major conventions of standard English grammar. 
D. Identify and integrate reliable and relevant sources to support essays, 

using MLA format. 
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V. CONTENT 
A. Composition & Rhetoric 

I. Organization of an academic essay 
a. Unified thesis statement 
b. Effective introduction and conclusion 
c. Body paragraph development strategies 
d. Cohesion in and between paragraphs 

2. Argumentative techniques 
a. Building argument through thesis statement 
b. Awareness of audience, purpose, and tone, as it impacts the 

argument 
c. Use of counterargument as a means of developing an 

argument 
3. Writing based on careful reading and critical thinking 

a. Effective use of summarizing, paraphrasing, and purposeful 
quoting 

b. Analyze ideas in expository and argumentative texts 
c. Analyze and evaluate texts critically 

B. Writing process 
1. Invention 

a. Assessing the writing task, such as scope of topic and 
assigrunent constraints 

b. Prewriting techniques (such as clustering, freewriting) for 
generating ideas 

c. Organizational and outlining strategies 
d. Body paragraph structure that includes topic sentence, 

introduction of support, interpretation of support, and 
connection to argument 

e. Introduction strategies that develop thesis and establish 
purpose 

f. Conclusion strategies that effectively bring closure to the 
argument 

2. Revising 
a. Revising at the essay level for overall purpose, 

organization, and coherence 
b. Revising at the paragraph level to reflect the purpose of the 

essay and its development, clarity, and unity 
c. Revising and editing at the sentence level 
d. Seeking and incorporating feedback from multiple sources, 

such as instructor comments, peer review, and English lab 
tutoring 

C. Reading Skills 
I. Annotating for critical reading 

a. Questioning 
b. Predicting 
c. Summarizing 
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d. Reflecting and commenting 
e. Identifying main ideas and the connections between tbem 
f. Building vocabulary 

2. Identifying structural elements 
a. Thesis statement 
b. Main ideas 
c. Supporting evidence 
d. Coherence 

3. Identifying rhetorical choices 
a. Purpose 
b. Audience 

4. Identifying abstract and conceptual ideas 
a. Implications 
b. Inferences 

D. Sentence Combining Skills & Grammar 
1. Building effective logical relationships between ideas in multiple 

clauses by combining sentences, such as coordinating 
conjunctions, subordinating conjunctions, conjunctive adverbs, 
and transitional phrases 

2. Integrating relevant details into clauses, such as adjective clauses 
and appositives 

3. Recognizing and fIxing sentence boundary problems, such as run 
together sentences, fragments, punctuation 

4. Identifying support resources 
a. Tutoring services 
b. Writing and grammar groups 
c. Online resources offered by the English Lab 

E. Research and Integration of Sources 
1. Introduction to library resources and internet research 

a. Learning how to locate books and other materials in the 
library 

b. Introducing basic distinctions between general internet and 
library research 

2. Evaluating tbe credibility of sources 
3. Sunnnarizing, paraphrasing, and directly quoting from sources 

a. Providing context and relevance for a quotation by using a 
signal phrase or a full sentence 

b. Inserting parenthetical references accurately and smoothly 
c. Avoiding plagiarism 

4. Formatting MLA style in-text citations and a Works Cited page 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments 
a. Writing 

CCSF English, ENGL 96, Academic Writing and Reading, February 2015. Page 3 of 6 



1. Timed in-class essays (at least 2-3, one of which 
may be the final exam) to assess skills, progress, 
and comprehension 

11. Practice writing skills, such as paraphrasing, 
summary writing, and paragraph development 

111. Sentence combining exercises 
IV. Revision exercises, such as reorganizing 

paragraphs, clarifying thesis statements, and topic 
sentences 

b. Reading (reading assignments will focus primarily on non
fiction materials and will represent the work of authors who 
speak from diverse viewpoints) 

1. Discuss and practice critical reading strategies, such 
as annotation and effective note taking 

11. Generate critical questions about assigned readings 
111. Discuss questions about assigned readings 
IV. Analyze arguments, focusing on recognizing 

claims, support, and counterargument 
v. Identify and define vocabulary 

c. Research and documentation 
1. Examine and practice introducing, contextualizing, 

and integrating sources using MLA in-text citations 
11. Practice citations for different types of sources 

using MLA Work Cited 
111. Discuss methods for finding sources and evaluating 

source credibility 
2. Out-of-class assignments 

a. Writing: 
1. Essays (at least 3-4 take-home, one of which must 

be 5 pages in length, with a semester total of 14-17 
final draft pages) that connect to course readings 
and content 

11. Written and online exercises designed to improve 
grammar, sentence combining, paragraph cohesion, 
revision, and editing skills 

b. Reading 
1. Numerous non-fiction essays or articles of 

substantial length and/or density such as "Casa: A 
Partial Remembrance of a Puerto Rican Childhood" 
by Judith Ortez Cofer and "Salvation" by Langston 
Hughes 

11. At least one full-length work of non-fiction which 
will require a reader to engage with conceptual, 
intellectual, and abstract ideas 

111. Optional works of fiction, poetry, or drama that 
thematically connect with the non-fiction texts 
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IV. Written reading responses 
a) Annotation 
b) Summary 
c) Paraphrase 
d) Responses to critical questions, such as 

student-generated questions 
e) Synthesis 

c. Research and documentation 

B. Evaluation 

I. Producing essays with correctly formatted MLA in
text and parenthetical citations 

11. Producing essays with a correctly formatted MLA 
Works Cited page 

111. Attending library workshops and/or reviewing 
library handouts and resources 

1. In-class essays, as described above, which will receive 
constructive comments and will be returned to students before 
the next essay is due 

2. Out-of-class essays, as described above, which will receive 
constructive comments and will be returned to students before 
the next essay is due 

3. Revision of writing based on activities such as peer review, 
grammar proof-reading, error logs, and metacognitive reflections 

4. Reading assessments, such as comprehension exams, Reading 
Plus activities, vocabulary tests/quizzes, and summary writing 

5. Final exam, such as an in-class essay based on close reading of a 
text 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
I. English Lab and technology resources, such as writing tutoring, 

reading groups, Reading Plus, Exercise Central, and Learning 
Curve, Inspiration and Write OutLoud 

2. A rhetoric, reader, collection, and/or anthology with non-fiction 
essays that emphasize conceptual and abstract ideas and from 
which text-based analysis and argumentative paper topics can be 
derived 

a. Adams, Royce. Viewpoints (Cengage Learning, 2012) 
b. DiYanni, Robert J. Twenty-Five Great Essays (penguin 

Academics, 2007) 
c. Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say, I Say 

(W.W. Norton & Co., 2014) 
d. Hesford, Wendy S. Rhetorical Visions: Reading and 

Writing in a Visual Culture (Longman, 2006) 
e. Seyler, Dorothy. Read, Reason, Write (McGraw Hill, 2011) 

3. A full-length book of non-fiction 
a. Alexander, Michelle and Cornel West. The New Jim Crow 

(The New Press, 2012) 
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b. Eggers, Dave. Zeitoun (Vintage, 2010) 
c. Hanh, Tich Nat. The World We Have (Parallax Press, 2008) 
d. Hertsgaard, Mark. Hot: Living through the Next 50 Years 

on Earth (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 20 II) 
e. Ward, Jesmyn Men We Reaped: A Memoir (Bloomsbury 

USA, 2014) 
4. An optional work of literature (or several shorter literary 

selections), the ideas of which connect to the overarching concepts 
and objectives of the class 

5. The departmentally approved handbook 
6. A college-level dictionary, such as Webster's New World College 

Dictionary, 2014 
7. Instructor-generated materials on topics such as sentence

combining, summary, and annotations 
8. Library handouts for accessing the library's books and article 

databases, such as EBSCO and the Gale Powersearch 

VII. Title 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CreditlDegree Applicable (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002 (a». 
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