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final pre-college level course in the required
English Departlllcnt sequencc.
No
Letter
o

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTIO,
Training and practice in academic essay writing and analytical reading.
Emphasis is on learning to read and write pre-collegiate argumentative prose.
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IV.

V.

MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion ofthe course a student will be able to:

A. Demonstrate the ability to write and revise in- and out-of-class essays
relying on text-based and argumentative strategies that show competence
with essay structure.

B. Show ability to comprehend shorter critical essays and articles as well as
longer, more sustained non-fiction works (Advanced Degrees ofReading
Power readability score of 58 or above).

C. Recognize and show, through discussion and writing. that argumentation
requires a logical framework and credible evidence.

D. Summarize and demonstrate comprehension of increasingly longer and
more complex texts. both verbally and in writing.

E. Identify and use key structural elements of an essay or longer work.
including the thesis. topic sentences. and supporting details.

F. Distinguish between and accurately interpret major textual inferences and
implied information.

G. Demonstrate the ability to consistently write complete sentences of some
syntactic complexity. including coordination and subordination.

H. Demonstrate control. a majority of the time. over the conventions of
Standard Written English.

I. Demonstrate an ability to recognize grammatical patterns of error and
revise accordingly.

J. Demonstrate an ability to integrate sources as evidence and use
parenthetical citations.

CONTENT
A. Academic essay structure

I. Creating and writing an introduction
a. Conventional academic introductory patterns
b. Thesis statements as controlling ideas, not tripartite lists

2. Body paragraphs
a. Body paragraph structure
b. Writing good topic sentences
c. Developing and using supporting details
d. Placement and use ofquotations and paraphrases

3. Conclusion strategies other than straight summary
B. Writing process

1. Developing and discovering ideas: brainstorming, freewriting,
listing, clustering. research

2. Organizing ideas
a. Textual organizational strategies
b. VisuaVgraphical organizational strategies

3. Drafting
4. Seeking feedback from instructors, peers. and tutors
5. Revising
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a. Converting feedback into global and local revision
strategies

b. Showing improved self-efficacy with the revision process
6. Editing

a. Converting feedback into editing strategies
b. Making sentence-level changes for improved correctness

and style
c. Showing improved self-efficacy with the editing process

7. Proofreading for grammatical and punctuation errors
C. Writing timed essays

1. Conventional academic structures
2. Strategies for timed writing
3. Repeated timed writing practice

D. Critical/active reading
1. Reading more than once
2. Annotating the text
3. Asking critical questions of the text
4. Making accurate inferences
5. Using a dictionary
6. Learning high-frequency academic vocabulary

E. Writing in response to critical reading
1. Paraphrasing
2. Summary writing
3. Pursuing and responding to critical inquiry questions
4. Learning to challenge an author's position and support

F. Introduction to argumentation
1. Claims

a. Arguable vs. inarguable claims
b. Seeing and controlling the scope ofa claim

2. Support
a. Types of support

i. Supported vs. unsupported claims
ii. Fact and opinion
iii. Disputable vs. indisputable facts
iv. Relevant quotations and examples

b. Sufficiency ofsupport
3. Logical reasoning

a. Basic proof structure: claim. reason. and evidence
b. Basic causality
c. Problem-solution

4. Students will read authors who present a variety ofperspectives
on issues and who speak from diverse viewpoints: examples
include diverse academic. socioeconomic. cultural. sexual
orientation, disability. and ethnic backgrounds.

G. Writing correct sentences
1. Complete sentences
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VI.

a. Fragments
i. Identifying fragments

ii. Using sentence combining strategies to eliminate
fragments

iii. Showing improved self-efficacy in identifying and
fixing fragments

b. Run-ons (including comma splices and fused sentences)
i. Identifying run-ons

ii. Using sentence combining strategies to eliminate
run-ons

111. Showing improved self-efficacy in identifying and
fixing run-ons

2. Core complex sentence patterns using
a. Coordinating conjunctions
b. Subordinating conjunctions
c. Conjunctive adverbs and sentence modifiers

3. Other syntactic patterns using
a. Relative pronoun clauses
b. Interrupting modifiers
c. Appositives

H. Introduction to incorporating quotations using Modern Language
Association format

1. Parenthetical citations
2. Signal phrases
3. Transitions in and out ofquotations

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. Essay assignments: writing assignments will consist ofno fewer
than 6 essays that rely on a variety of text-based argumentative
strategies.

a. Out-of-class assignments: 3-4 ofthe essays will be out-of
class essays totaling a minimum of 12 pages. These essays
will progress from 5-7 paragraph essays to longer (7+
paragraph) essays after mid-term. At least 2 of the essays
will incorporate a minimum of 2-3 sources.

b. In-class assignments: 2-3 of the essays will be in-class
essays of4-6 paragraphs in length. One of these will be the
final exam.

2. Reading assignments
a. Out-of-class assignments

i. Readings will consist of primarily non-fiction works
that emphasize argumentation.

a) Numerous non-fiction essays or articles of
3-7 pages.
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b) A book ofnon-fiction or several longer,
more sustained pieces 7-15 pages each.

c) One sixth ofthe term (3 weeks in the Fall
or Spring, 1 week ofSummer) may be
devoted to fiction, poetry, or drama. Any
works of literature will connect with the
overarching concepts and objectives of the
class.

ii. Critical reading assignments
a) Annotation
b) Outlining/idea mapping a text
c) Summaries ofvarious lengths
d) Accurate paraphrasing ofcomplex

passages
b. In-class assignments

i. Discussion of assigned reading
ii. Practice with critical reading

iii. Identifying and building academic vocabulary
3. Common assessments

a. In-class assignments: Common reading and writing
assessments developed, validated, and required by the
English Department in addition to the 6+ essays assigned
by the instructor

b. Out-of-c1ass assignments: Common reading and writing
assessments developed, validated, and required by the
English Department in addition to the 6+ essays assigned
by the instructor

4. Other writing assignments
a. Out-of-c1ass assignments

i. Short writing assignments and exercises to increase
fluency and develop skills

11. Sentence pattern exercises to increase skill with
coordination, subordination, appositives, and
interrupting modifiers

b. In-class assignments
i. Short writing assignments and exercises to increase

fluency and develop skills
11. Sentence pattern exercises to increase skill with

coordination, subordination, appositives, and
interrupting modifiers

B. Evaluation
1. Essay evaluations, including constructive comments, will be

returned to students before the next essay is due
2. Reading assessments, including comprehension and/or

vocabulary tests/quizzes, and summary writing
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3. Periodic common reading and writing assessments developed,
validated, and required by the English Department

4. A final exam that includes an in-class argumentative essay in
response to readings

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials
1. Students will read authors who present a variety ofperspectives

on issues and who speak from diverse viewpoints: examples
include diverse academic, socioeconomic, cultural, sexual
orientation, disability, and ethnic backgrounds.

2. Textbooks should be submitted to the English Department
textbook committee for approval.

3. A reader, rhetoric, or anthology containing argumentative essays
and articles for analysis and from which argumentative paper
topics can be derived

Examples:
Prose Reader, by Flachman
Media Journal, by Harris, Rosen, and Calpas
Reading Culture, by George and Trimbur

4. A book ofnonfiction
Examples:
How to Watch TV News, by Postman and Powers
Lives on the Boundary, by Rose
Rachel and Her Children, by Kozol

5. An optional work of literature (or several shorter literary
selections), the ideas in which connect to the overarching
concepts and objectives of the class

6. The departmentally approved handbook
7. A college-level dictionary

VII. Title 5 CLASSIFICATION
Credit/Non-Degree Applicable (meets all standards ofTitle V. Section 55002
(b».
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