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Lecture: 6 weekly (J 05 total) 
Laboratory: 1.5 weekly (26.25 total) 
6 
English L or placement level of English 91 through 
initial assessment and matriculation. 
None 
None 
This 6-unit course offers basic instruction in 
reading, writing, and study skills to prepare students 
for college-level reading and writing. It is the first 
composition course in the English Department 
sequence of basic skills to university parallel classes 
and fulfills the prerequisite for English 92/93. 
No 
Letter 
o 

This 6-unit course provides practice in writing, reading, and study skills. The emphasis is on 
reading closely to comprehend texts and on acquiring and using strategies to undertake writing 
projects. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Comprehend and synthesize, short primarily non-fiction, pre-college-level texts 
B. Compose organized and coherent essays that demonstrate basic proficiency in critical 

thinking 
C. Demonstrate control over some basic sentence combining strategies and some major 

conventions of standard written English 
D. Demonstrate basic proficiency with incorporating textual info=ation using MLA fo=at 

V. CONTENTS 
A. Reading Process 

1. Pre-reading strategies 
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a. Establish purpose 
b. Activate prior knowledge and experience and build appropriate background 

knowledge 
c. Preview and make predictions 

2. Strategies during reading 
a. Think aloud (verbalizing thoughts while reading) 
b. Annotating 

1. Staying engaged through comments, questions, and connections. 
2. Marking confusing words or sentences 
3. Marking and paraphrasing main ideas or summarizing implied points 
4. Coding evidence and/or arguments related to essay assignment 

3. Post -reading strategies 
a. Rereading to clarify ideas 
b. DefIning important vocabulary 
c. Using visual tools to organize information such as outlines, lists, or charts 
d. Responding to content in class discussion and journal writing 
e. Summarizing 

4. Text structure 
a. Structural elements of reading such as introduction, body, and conclusion 
b. Expository writing as a genre with specifIc characteristics 
c. General/specific and main idea/supporting detail 

5. Vocabulary 
a. Strategies to understand new words in reading such as context clues, word parts, 

and appropriate dictionary usage. 
b. Approximately 50 words from high-frequency academic word list 
c. Syntax and context for word usage and integration of academic vocabulary into 

own essay writing 
B. Composition and Rhetoric 

1. Essay Structure 
a. Introduction that includes explanation of problem/context/background and thesis 

statement 
b. Meaningful/purposeful ordering of paragraphs using topic sentences 
c. Appropriate use of organizational methods: block, point-by~point comparison, 

analysis and/or argument 
d. Development of ideas using examples and explanations 
e. Conclusion that restates the writer's main point(s) and offers a sense of closure by 

posing, for example, related questions, concerns, connections 
2. Critical Thinking 

a. Introduction to audience awareness and purpose in reading and writing 
b. Inclusion and assessment of text-based facts, examples, opinions and other 

support to arrive at conclusions 
c. Determination and use of criteria for coming to conclusions/making 

decisions/problem-solving 
d. Acknowledgement of multiple perspectives 

C. Writing Process 
1. Prewriting and brainstorming techniques 
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2. Plamilng and organizing with graphic organizers and outlines 
3. Drafting strategies 
4. Seeking and incorporating feedback as appropriate from instructors, peers, and tutors 
5. Revising for global issues (Higher Order Concerns) and proofreading for local issues 

(Later Order Concerns) 
D. Research Process 

1. Identification of relevant textual sources that support paragraph points 
2. Introduction to quotation, paraphrase, and summary 
3. Use of quotation marks, simple signal phrases, and parenthetical citations 

E. Sentence Skills and Grammar 
1. Awareness of own common sentence-level errors 

a. Proofreading for local issues (Later Order Concerns) 
1. Incorporating feedback 
2. Showing improved self-assessment and independence in the editing process 

b. Strategies for catching and correcting common errors: 
1. Verb use 

a. Subject-verb agreement 
b. Simple verb tense consistency 

2. Sentence boundaries 
a. Fragments 
b. Run-ons (run-together) 

3. Written conventions 
a. Plural endings 
b. Apostrophe use (possessives and contractions) 

4. Individual patterns of error as identified by student and instructor 
c. Combine sentences to indicate logical relationships between ideas, using 

1. Coordinating conjunctions 
2. Some key subordinating conjunctions 

d. Use of quotation marks and simple signal phrases with textual sources 
F. Self-Efficacy 

1. Comprehension monitoring and problem solving in the reading process 
a. Ways to solve text comprehension problem by selecting appropriate strategy from 

a given repertoire or by using outside resources 
b. Ways to reflect on effectiveness of text comprehension strategies, leading to 

plarming and goal setting for future 
2. Problem Solving in the writing process 

a. Ways to incorporate feedback in the revision process. 
b. Ways to show improved self-assessment and increased independence in the 

revision and editing process. 
3. Reading/writing connections 

a. Reading and writing as multi-step, recursive, and interconnected processes. 
b. Writing with readers in mind and reading with an awareness of writer's strategies 

4. Strategies for college success 
a. Identification of steps to solving academic problems. 
b. Affective development, such as developing personal responsibility, increasing 

self-reliance and motivation, and decreasing anxiety. 
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c. Strategies for collaborating with others 
d. Awareness of campus support services, such as the English Lab 
e. Time management and organizational strategies 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. Reading assignments: All reading assignments will be driven by an inquiry into 
issues, beginning with explicit modeling and scaffolding by instructors, then moving 
toward independent work 
a. In-class assignments 

1. Group and class discussion of assigned reading 
2. Practice with reading strategies individually and in groups 

b. Out-of-class assignments 
1. Readings that consist of primarily non-fiction works that form the basis of 

writing assignments 
a. Two or more non-fiction essays or articles of varying lengths 
b. Some essays and articles that model solid paragraph and essay structure 
c. One fourth ofthe term may be devoted to fiction, poetry, or drama. Any 

use ofliterature will connect with the learning objectives of the class 
d. At least one book-length text, such as The Pact or Faultline 
e. Two half-hour individual conferences per semester with instructor to 

discuss progress and goals 
2. Various assignments designed to teach reading strategies, increase 

comprehension, and introduce source evaluation, such as Cornell notes, 
comprehension questions, and summary assignments. 

2. Writing assignments: All writing assignments will be driven by an inquiry into issues 
and will begin with explicit modeling and scaffolding by instructors and will move 
toward independent work 
a. In-class assignments 

1. Essay development steps, including brainstorming, planning, drafting, 
revising, editing, and proofreading 

2. Exercises to improve sentence-level skills such as fragment avoidance and 
tense shifts 

b. Out-of-class assignments 
1. Throughout the semester, formal, multi-draft, individually graded writing 

assignments will consist of no fewer than 3 essay projects (of 3,000-4,000 
words over the course of the semester) 

2. Work will include all steps ofthe writing process (such as brainstorming, 
outlining, revision, and proofreading) 

3. Final project or portfolio that may include revised essay, reflection, and final 
synthesis of ideas. 

4. Other writing assignments designed to teach sentence-level skills, such as 
sentence combining and correcting errors in verb tense, subject-verb 
agreement, and sentence boundaries 
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c. Common assessments: when requested, common reading and writing assessments 
developed, validated, and required by the English Department in addition to the 
assignments mentioned above 

B. Evaluation 
I. Out -of-class essays to be based on explicit criteria and to be returned to students with 

constructive comments before the next essay is due 
2. A final examination testing the student on course content, for example on granunar, 

vocabulary, and reading skills 
3. Homework, such as assignments on readings (PRO journals, summaries, 

comprehension questions), study skills (metacognitive reflection on learning process), 
writing process (brainstorm, outline, drafts), and sentence-level work (granunar 
exercises), which may be evaluated for completeness andJor quality 

4. Class work, such as group work, presentations, reflective writing, and quizzes, which 
may be evaluated for completeness andJor quality 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
1. Students will read authors who present a variety of perspectives on issues and who 

speak from diverse academic, socioeconomic, cultural, sexual orientation, and 
disability, and ethnic backgrounds 

2. Texts (course readers) and textbooks should emphasize issues and inquiry. Textbooks 
arranged rhetorically should be adapted to follow 91 methodology 
a. Cole, et. ai, "How to Make A Better Student: Their Eight Secrets of Success" 
b. Baker, Moore, and Packer, "Coping with Procrastination" 
c. Johnson, "College Success Guide" 
d. Barbuto, "From Single Mother to Successful Student" 
e. Alexander, Joining a Community of Readers (Cengage, 2014) 
f. Downing, On Course (Cengage, 2013) 
g. Pauk, Essential Study Strategies (Prentice Hall, 2000) 

3. Book-length text (fiction or non-fiction) connected to the overarching concepts and 
objectives of the class 
a. Davis, Jenkins, Hunt, and Frazier, The Pact (Riverhead Trade, 2003) 
b. Williams, Losing My Cool (Penguin, 2011) 
c. Moore, The Other Wes Moore (Spiegel & Grau, 2011) 
d. Tasjian, Faultline (Henry Holt & Co, 2003) 

4. English lab online and paper resources 
a. Inspiration 
b. Text-speech software 
c. Reading Plus 
d. Granunar websites 
e. Reading skills workbooks 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITINON-DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(b». 
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