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City College of San Francisco 
Distance Education Addendum 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
A. Date April 2014 
B. Department English Department 
C. Course Identifier ENGLIC 
D. Course Title Advanced Composition 
E. Preparer English Depa Curricul 
F. Department Chair Jessica Brown 
G. Dean Jeffrey Lamb 

DISTANCE EDUCATION mSTIFICATION 
English IC is a rigorous reading and writing course that serv s st dents who are planning 
to transfer to a college or university to complete their four-year degree. In addition to 
being a specialized course in the English AA-T degree, English I C provides a foundation 
for students interested in developing their research and argument skills and satisfies UC 
and CSU critical thinking requirements for transfer. The course also transfers to 
thousands of other colleges across the nation. As the fmal composition course in the 
English sequence, English I C attracts participants who are typically very organized 
students, resourceful adults, and independent learners. This type of student is a good 
match for an online course where a high level of self-motivation and well-developed 
study skills are essential for success. Likewise, the vast majority of students enrolling in 
1 C have good to excellent computer skills, access the Internet daily, and navigate easily 
in online classroom platforms. These students are more likely than most to interact 
regularly in discussion forums, submit material electronically to each other and to the 
instructor with ease, and, most importantly, persist and succeed in a distance learqing 
situation. 

In terms of enrollment, in most semesters the number of sections of English I C cannot 
meet the demand of transfer students, and waiting lists for this course tend to be quite 
long. Some of our current online 1 C students live in other states in the nation. The vast 
majority live in the Bay Area but have limited time or hectic schedules due to family and 
work responsibilities. Some are already taking university courses elsewhere but still need 
1 C to graduate. For all these students, Online 1 C offers a flexible option for completing 
the requirement and gives the college another way to increase FTES. Ideally, then, 
offering online 1 C helps the college and the English Department while, most importantly, 
giving students a dynamic space in which to become stronger readers, writers, 
researchers, and critical thinkers. 

III. INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY 
A. Use of Technology. Check the technology(ies) that students will use as an 

alternate to classroom instruction: 
I:8J Online Learning Management System 
D Televised Instruction 
D Other 
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B. Student-Instructor Contact 
1. Check the modes that students will be able to use ask the instructor 

questions 
r:gJ Email 
r:gJ Online discussion boards or other asynchronous communication 
D Online chat or other synchronous communication 
r:gJ Telephone 
r:gJ F ace to face meetings 
D Other: 

2. Check the modes the instructor will use to prompt for student contact 
r:gJ Email 
r:gJ Online discussion boards or other asynchronous communication 
D Online chat or other synchronous communication 
D Telephone 
r:gJ Face to face meetings 
D Other: 

3. Please provide details on 1 and 2 above. Be sure to include the frequency 
of student-instructor contact. 
Students will meet on campus for class a minimum ofthree times, 
including orientation, midterm, and final, during which there will be 
discussion and writing. Group or one-on-one conferences may also be 
woven into the course. Students will be expected to contribute to 
discussion forums, sincerely and substantively, a minimum of three times 
per week. Students who are not present in the forums and not logging into 
the course for a 2-week span run the risk of being dropped, as they might 
in a non-online class and the instructor will prompt these students after 
such an absence. The instructor will respond to all course email every 24-
72 hours and will be an active partaker and promoter in the weekly 
discussion forums, always trying to engage as many different students as 
possible and to deepen contact for alL Announcements will also be sent to 
the class on a regular (weekly) basis to maintain course flow and clarity 
and to foster strong communication. The instructor will provide feedback 
after each assignment; whether it is individually (via email) or en masse 
(via discussion forum) will depend upon the assignment and the type of 
feedback. A forum will be set up so that students can post general course 
questions, organize study groups, and work together on course content. 
Such a forum builds a sense of community and encourages student 
engagement. 

IV. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 
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1. Weeldy discussion forum participation based on close and critical reading of 
non-fiction texts: replying to study questions, posting insights, asking 
questions, and demonstrating understanding and completion of assigned 
reading. 

2. Readings consisting primarily of non-fiction works at the university level that 
require a reader to engage with conceptual, intellectual, and abstract ideas. 
Readings will represent the work of authors who offer a variety of 
perspectives on issues and who speak from diverse viewpoints; examples 
include diverse academic, socioeconomic, cultural, gender/sexual orientation, 
disability, and ethnic backgrounds. 
a) At least one whole work of non-fiction (although more than one is 

recommended), a book of non-fiction essays by a single author, or a 
collection of non-fiction essays focused on a single subject. 

b) At least one reading should be a scholarly work that provokes independent 
critical thinking. 

3. In-person written examinations totaling at least 2,000 words 
a) Midterm analytical or argumentation essay. 
b) Final analytical or argumentation essay. 

4. Three to four essays totaling a minimum of 8,000 words that incorporate text
based argumentation, explication, and analysis. Essays should be supported 
by research and demonstrate correct MLA style, in-text citation, and a Works 
Cited page. 

5. Identification and application of rhetorical terms and argumentative strategies 
in the forum discussion for assigned readings and in formal written 
assignments. 

6. Short writing tasks and discussion exercises to develop critical thinking, 
practice rhetorical strategies, and cultivate analytical skills, such as practice 
exercise using operational definition. 

7. Written syntheses of reading and ideas such as reading responses and 
surmnaries. 

8. Research tasks to navigate the library's databases and to practice integrating 
quotations and paraphrase from primary and secondary sources. 

B. Evaluation and Modes 
1. Written essays submitted online, which will be returned to students 

electronically with grades and constructive written feedback before the next 
essay is due. 

2. In-person midterm examination that includes an in-class analytical or 
argumentative essay in response to one or more texts. 

3. Online quizzes on important class concepts like fallacies, ethos, pathos, logos, 
and MLA formatting. 

4. Short written tasks, discussion exercises, and research tasks completed online 
will receive grades (when applicable) and written feedback. 

5. In-person final examination that includes an in-class analytical or 
argumentative essay in response to one or more abstract readings. 
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C. Articulation 
D This course does not articulate with any courses at a four-year school 
C8J This course articulates with one or more courses at a four-year school. The 
department has discussed the impact of a distance education mode with the 
Articulation Officer. 

D. Distance Evaluation Integrity 
At the on-campus orientation during week one, students will produce an initial 
writing sample that will aid in the evaluation and authentication of their eventual 
test, essay, and forum writing. The midterm and fmal examination will be taken 
on campus. Both examinations will require students to write essays on assigned 
reading in a specified period of time. Some essay tasks may also require the 
submission of various steps, such as a proposal, a draft for peer review, or an 
armotated bibliography, thus further ensuring academic integrity. Students will 
also have weekly online quizzes (timed and secured with randomized answers) 
and discussion responsibilities, so they will need to keep up with the lectures and 
reading in order to benefit from the class, participate, earn points, and complete 
their writing tasks. 

E. Textbook and other Instructional Materials 
1. Full-length non-fiction books or collections of works by authors who present a 

variety of perspectives on issues and who speak from diverse viewpoints. 
Examples include diverse academic, socioeconomic, cultural, gender/sexual 
orientation, disability, and ethnic backgrounds. 
a. Postman, Technopoly (Knopf, 1992) 
b. Shiva, Stolen Harvest (South End Press, 2000) 
c. Bloom, The Closing of the American Mind (Simon and Schuster, 1987) 
d. Gladwell, The Tipping Point (Little, Brown, 2000) 
e. Harris, No Two Alike (Norton, 2006) 

2. A rhetoric which emphasizes conceptual, intellectual, and abstract ideas and 
from which text-based exposition, analysis, and argumentation paper topics 
can be derived, such as The Rhetoric of Argument (Falmestock and Secor, 
Special CCSF Edition 2011 ). 

3. An anthology of professional writing 
a. Modern American Prose (Clifford and DiYarmi, McGraw-Hill, 1993) 
b. Reading Critically, Writing Well (Axelrod and Cooper, Bedford-St. 

Martin's, 2005) 
4. A text on style 

a. Style: Ten Lessons in Clarity and Grace (Williams, Longman, 2005) 
b. Line By Line: How to Edit Your Own Work (Cook, Houghton-Mifflin, 

1986) 
c. Style: Writing and Reading as the Discovery of Outlook (Eastman, Oxford, 

1984) 
5. A college-level dictionary, such as Webster's New World College Dictionary 
6. A contemporary handbook, such as Rules for Writers (Hacker, Bedford, 2013) 

or The Prentice-Hall Reference Guide (Harris, Prentice Hall, 2002) 
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7. Instructor-prepared materials on topics such as logic, critical thinking, and 
style to supplement the texts 

8. Appropriate library and reference materials on reserve 
9. Textbook companion sites and various online or multimedia resources for 

critical reading and writing 
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City College of San Francisco 
Course Outline of Record 

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Approval Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer(s) 

F. Department Chairperson 

G. Dean 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

ill. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

April 2012 
English 
ENGLIC 
Advanced Composition 
I vel Committee 

Bob Davis 

Lecture: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
3 
English lA 
None 
None 
This advanced composition course fulfills 
the critical thinking requirement for transfer 
to CSU and the IGETC requirement for UC 
transfer. This course builds on lA skills: 
critical thinking, careful reading and textual 
analysis and evaluation, and writing non
fiction prose. CSUIUC. 
Optional 
Letter 
o 

An advanced composition course that helps students hone a style appropriate for upper
division work which integrates the close reading of non-fiction and the writing of 
expository and argumentative essays. Focus on sharpening critical thinking skills, 
analyzing and evaluating texts, and writing text-based prose. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Construct argumentative essays with attention to audience, exigency, and 
constraint, synthesizing from multiple sources. 

B. Summarize complex texts accurately and succinctly. 
C. Assess assiguments for appropriate form and response, with attention to academic 

discourse. 
D. Analyze arguments for logic, rhetorical force, and style through close textual 

reading. 
E. Evaluate and incorporate primary and secondary sources using MLA style. 
F. Choose appropriate rhetorical strategies and diction when composing and revising 

sentences for variety and effectiveness. 
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V.CONTENTS 
A. Reading Skills 

1. Key elements of written argwnents 
a. Type of claim 
b. Key terms 
c. Purpose 
d. Exigency 
e. Audience 
f. Logos 
g. Pathos 
h. Ethos 
1. Constraints 

2. Criteria for evaluating an effective argwnent 
3. Techniques for identifying logical fallacies and appeals 
4. Strategies for making connections between argwnents students read and those 

they write 
5. Awareness of style and its implications 

a. Tone 
b. Complexity 
c. Synthesis 
d. Range offorms 
e. Voice 

B. Writing Skills 
I. Writing Assignments that Incorporate 

a. Summary 
b. Definition 
c. Causal Analysis 
d. Evaluation 
e. Proposal 
f. Argwnentation 
g. Problem Solution 

2. Rhetorical Strategies 
a. Techniques for defining a clear purpose 
b. Analysis of audience 
c. Strategies for evaluating the exigency of a claim 
d. Formation of an argwnent within the limitations posed by constraints 

3. Integration of Multiple Sources and Tasks 
a. Techniques for using a variety of forms and integrating them correctly 

1. Summary 
2. Paraphrase 
3. Direct quotation 

b. Techniques for discriminating between appropriate and inappropriate 
sources for academic writing 

c. Introduction, integration, and explication of sources 
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d. Strategies for selecting and effectively using multiple tasks as practice for 
given assigmnents 

e. Correct documentation format and style 
4. Complex and Experimental Forms of Organization 

a. Development of ideas using complex organizational methods such as 
multiple paragraphs on one topic and various methods of comparing and 
contrasting through block or point by point structure 

b. Strategies for supporting, unifying, and interweaving ideas through an 
essay 

c. Organizational strategies based on the demands of thesis and the 
relationship between ideas 

d. Incorporation of quotations in a variety of ways 
1. To support their argument as evidence 
2. To illuminate or to complicate key concepts from other texts 
3. To illustrate and explain the limitation, faulty logic, or prejudices of 

the quoted text 
C. Critical Thinking 

1. Techniques for understanding and assessing abstract ideas 
2. Strategies for arriving at well-reasoned conclusions and/or solutions, testing 

them against relevant criteria and standards 
3. Deductive and inductive reasoning - formulating logical conclusions based on 

accumulated evidence 
4. Discernment between matters of fact and issues of judgment or opinion 

D. Style 
l. Sentence structure - demonstrating sophistication at the sentence-level, 

considering 
a. Clarity 
b. Coherence 
c. Concision 
d. Emphasis/placement 
e. Cohesion 
f. Variety 

2. Diction - demonstrate facility with word usage, considering vocabulary for its: 
a. Denotation 
b. Connotation 
c. Variety 

3. Academic Discourse - demonstrate control as it applies to 
a. Tone 
b. Complexity 
c. Synthesis 
d. Voice 
e. Academic conventions such as signal phrases, parenthetical asides, and 

correct use 0 f ellipses and brackets 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assigmnents 
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1. In-class assignments 
a. Discussion questions about assigned readings. 
b. Verbal and written analysis of arguments in rhetorical context: audience, 

purpose, tone, claim, support. 
c. In-class essays, 2-3 per semester, one of which will be the final exam. 
d. Optional field trips during scheduled class time, such as trips to the 

library, to the English Department/campus computer labs, or to cultural 
events on or off campus. 

e. Common reading and writing assessments developed, validated, and 
required by the English Department in addition to the 6+ essays assigned 
by the instructor. 

2. Out-of-class assignments 
a. Reading Assignments 

1. Readings consisting primarily of non-fiction works at the university 
level that require a reader to engage with conceptual, intellectual, and 
abstract ideas. Readings will represent the work of authors who offer a 
variety of perspectives on issues and who speak from diverse 
viewpoints; examples include diverse academic, socioeconomic, 
cultural, gender/sexual orientation, disability, and ethnic backgrounds. 
a. At least a whole work of non-fiction (although more than one is 

recommended), a book of non-fiction essays by a single author, or 
a collection of non-fiction essays focused on a single subject. 

b. At least one reading should be a scholarly work that provokes 
independent critical thinking. 

b. Writing Assignments 
1. Essay Assignments: Students will write a minimum of 10,000 words 

based on multiple assignments (at least 6) that incorporate text-based 
argumentation, explication, and analysis. Essays should be supported 
by research and demonstrate correct MLA style, in-text citation, and a 
Works Cited page. 
a. 3-4 essays totaling 8,000 words. 
b. At least one essay with a minimum length of 2,500 words. 

2. Written syntheses of reading and ideas such as readingjoumals or 
summanes. 

c. Common reading and writing assignments developed, validated, and 
required by the English Department in addition to the 6+ essays assigned 
by the instructor. 

B. Evaluation 
1. Written essays, which will be returned to students with grades and 

constructive written feedback before the next essay is due. 
2. Reading assessments, including comprehension exams, vocabulary 

tests/quizzes, and summary writing. 
3. Quizzes on important class concepts like fallacies, ethos, pathos, logos, and 

MLA formatting. 
4. A final examination that includes an in-class analytical or argumentative essay 

in response to one or more abstract readings. 
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5. Periodic common reading, writing, and research competency assessments 
developed, validated, and required by the English Department. 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
1. Full-length non-fiction books or collections of works by authors who present a 

variety of perspectives on issues and who speak from diverse viewpoints. 
Examples include diverse academic, socioeconomic, cultural, gender/sexual 
orientation, disability, and ethnic backgrounds. 
a. Postman, Technopoly (Knopf, 1992) 
b. Shiva, Stolen Harvest. (South End Press, 2000) 
c. Bloom, The Closing of the American Mind (Simon and Schuster, 1987) 
d. Gladwell, The Tipping Point (Little, Brown, 2000) 
e. Harris, No Two Alike (W.W. Norton & Company, 2006) 

2. A rhetoric which emphasizes conceptual, intellectual, and abstract ideas and 
from which text-based exposition, analysis, and argumentation paper topics 
can be derived, such as The Rhetoric of Argument (Fahnestock and Secor, 
Special CCSF Edition 2011). 

3. An anthology of professional writing 
a. Modern American Prose (Clifford and DiYanni, McGraw-Hill, 1993) 
b. Reading Critically, Writing Well (Axelrod and Cooper, Bedford-St. 

Martin's, 2005) 
4. A text on style 

a. Style: Ten Lessons in Clarity and Grace (Williams, Longman, 2005) 
b. Line By Line: How to Edit Your Own Work (Cook, Houghton-Mifflin, 

1986) 
c. Style: Writing and Reading as the Discovery of Outlook (Eastman, Oxford, 

1984) 
5. A college-level dictionary such as Webster's New World College Dictionary 
6. A contemporary handbook such as Rules for Writers (Hacker, Bedford, 2012) 

or The Prentice-Hall Reference Guide (Harris, Prentice Hall, 2002) 
7. Instructor-prepared materials on logic, critical thinking, and style to 

supplement the texts 
8. Optional supplemental films. Examples: 

a. Chomsky and Achbar, Manufacturing Consent (Zeitgeist Films, 2002) 
b. Davis, Hearts and Minds (Criterion, 1973) 
c. Moore, Fahrenheit 911 (Sony Pictures, 2004) 
d. Bean, The Believer (Fuller Films, 2001) 
e. Achbar and Abbott, The Corporation (Zeitgeist Films, 2004) 

9. Appropriate library and reference materials on reserve 
10. Other instructional aids 

a. English Department Labs 
b. Online sources including textbook companion websites 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)). 
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