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University-parallel reading, writing, and critical thinking applied to literature, including 
poetry, drama, and fiction. Students will write essays employing methods ofliterary 
analysis, research, and critical thinking. 

IV. MAJOR STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to 

A. Compose coherent expository and argumentative essays about literary texts. 
B. Synthesize critical reading, academic research, and cultural contexts in writing 

about literature. 
C. Analyze and evaluate literature by means of close textual reading, identifying 

central themes and key literary elements. 
D. Distinguish between literal and figurative language in order to make inferences, 

draw conclusions about literary works, and assess how these figures of speech 
help generate themes. 

V.CONTENT 
A. Writing skills 

1. Argumentative strategies in writing literary analysis 
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a. Argumentative thesis statements 
b. Awareness of audience 
c. Techniques for providing evidence, making appeals, and refuting the 

opposition 
d. Integration of primary and secondary sources to help establish ethos 

2. Conventions ofliterary analysis in writing essays: 
a. Literary devices, such as figurative language and rhyme scheme, and their 

uses 
b. How fiction generates ideas 
c. How to assess and discuss textual evidence 
d. How to make appropriate inferences based on literature 
e. How to identify applied meaning or implicit/explicit assumptions 

3. Paraphrase, direct quotations, and surmnary 
4. Revision and editing strategies to improve writing about literature 

B. Critical thinking 
1. A review of the basic tenets of critical thinking 

a. Logical fallacies 
b. Authorial bias 
c. Drawing conclusions 
d. Validity of evidence 
e. Assessment of arguments 
f. Support for claims 

2. Logical reasoning, both inductive and deductive, and its application in the 
interpretation ofliterary works 

3. Recognition of ambiguity and implied or multiple meanings and perspectives 
in literary texts 

4. Analysis, evaluation, and discussion of scholarly articles about a literary text 
C. Research process 

1. A working knowledge of the library's book and article databases and how 
those resources differ from common Internet searches 

2. Incorporation of primary and secondary sources into literary analysis 
3. Use of appropriate and accurate research techniques in producing an MLA 

documented and formatted academic research paper 
D. Reading skills 

1. Key elements of literary works, such as 
a. Complex characterization 
b. Theme 
c. Setting 
d. Meter 
e. Conflict 

2. Elements of diction, such as 
a. Figurative language 
b. Dialogue 
c. Voice 
d. Persona 

3. Larger contexts ofliterary works emphasizing abstract ideas from which 
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text-based critical analysis and argumentation can be derived, such as 
a. Culture 
b. Politics 
c. Literary traditions 
d. History 
e. Identity 

4. Authors who present a variety of perspectives and speak from diverse 
viewpoints, such as 
a. Langston Hughes 
b. Emily Dickinson 
c. Bernard Malamud 
d. Leslie Marmon Silko 

5. Conventions and implications of the major genres 
a. A play by Shakespeare 
b. Poetry 
c. The novel 
d. The short story 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

I. In-class Assignments 
a. Discussion of multiple supportable interpretations based on close and 

critical reading oftexts and their representational value 
b. Analysis of assigned reading and the relationship between text and context, 

such as an examination of Alice Walker's "Everyday Use" in the context of 
black nationalism or the Black Arts Movement 

c. Identification and application of literary terms in the context of literaTY 
discussion 

d. Two to three essays totaling at least 2,000 words, one of which will be the 
final examination 

e. Short writing assiguments and discussion exercises to develop critical 
thinking, distinguish between literal and figurative language, and cultivate 
analytical skills, such as an examination of how dialogue reveals character 

2. Out-of-c1ass Assignments 
a. Reading of fiction, poetry, drama, primary works that promote engagement 

in analysis oftextual strategies, contextual issues, and abstract ideas 
b. Readings about how to read and write about literature 
c. Readings of fiction works at the university level 
d. One play by Shakespeare and, at teacher's discretion, additional works of 

modern or contemporary drama 
e. Three to four essays totaling a minimum of 6,000 words, which apply 

sound principles oflogic, critical thinking, and literary analysis, one of 
which will be at least 2,000 words, supported by academic research and the 
stylish and accurate use of MLA style citation and works cited list, such as 
a paper in which students research a variety of allusions to myths and 
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mythology in Song of Solomon and draw conclusions about their role in the 
novel 

f. Research of the historical background of the readings and their authors, 
exploring how historical context is revealed or how the author's identity 
(e.g. culture, religion, gender, ethnicity, or class) may have informed the 
content of the texts 

g. Summaries as a springboard for more in-depth literary or critical analysis 
B. Evaluation 

1. In and out-of-class essays that analyze and interpret works of literature from 
different gemes by applying critical thinking and literary concepts and terms 

2. Final examination that includes an in-class analytical or argumentative essay 
in response to one or more texts 

3. Quizzes, tests, or summaries to demonstrate understanding of textual details 
and ability to define and use logical and literary terminology 

4. Group and individual responses, quizzes, and homework assignments that 
demonstrate preparedness and readiness to participate 

C. Textbooks and Other Instructional Materials 
1. An anthology 

a. Ferster, Judith. Arguing Through Literature. McGraw-Hill (2005) 
b. Kennedy, X.J. and Dana Gioia. Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, 

Poetry, and Drama. Longman (2012) 
c. J abbar, Abdul. Reading and Writing with Multicultural Literature. 

Montezuma (20l3) 
d. Lynn, Steven. Literature: Reading and Writing with Critical Strategies. 

Longman (2012) 
e. Cooper, Sheila and Rosemary Patton. Writing Logically, Thinking 

Critically. Longman (2011) 
f. Meyer, Michael. Literature to Go. Bedford/St. Martin's (2014) 
g. Gwynn, R.S. Literature: A Pocket Anthology. Penguin (2011) 

3. A novel 
a. Camus, Albert. The Stranger 
b. Hemingway, Ernest. The Sun Also Rises 
c. HoIthe, Tess Uriza. When Elephants Dance 
d. Forster, E.M. Howards End 
e. Hornby, Nick. About a Boy 
f. Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man 
g. Hosseini, Khaled. The Kite Runner 

4. A play by Shakespeare and possibly a modern or contemporary drama 
a. Edson, Margaret. Wit 
b. Ibsen, Hemik. A Doll's House 
c. Williams, Tennessee. The Glass Menagerie 
d. Wilson, August. Fences 

5. The English Department handbook: Hacker, Diana and Sommers, Nancy. 
Rules for Writers (2013) 

6. A college-level dictionary (e.g. Webster's New World College Dictionary) 
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7. Instructor-generated handouts on topics such as scansion or forming a literary 
argument 

8. Primary works from the public domain such as those housed at Project 
Gutenberg or bartleby.com 

9. Textbook companion sites and various online or multimedia resources 
for literary studies, such as Re: Writing jor Literature 

10. English lab resources for writing, reading, and research 
11. Library research handouts and resources for books and articles of criticism, 

such as EBSCO and the Gale Powersearch 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a». 
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