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Distance Education Addendum 

1. GENERAL INFORMATION 
A. Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Identifier 
D. Course Title 

February 2014 
English Department 
ENGL IB 
Reading, Writing, and Critical Thinking 
about Literature 

E. Preparer English Department Curriculum Committee 
F. Department Chair Jessica Brown ,f/) 
G. Dean Jeffrey Lamb/#,;iy 

II. DISTANCE EDUCATION JUSTIFICATION 
English IB is an extremely popular and necessary course at CCSF for several reasons. 
Besides being a core course in the English AA-T degree, English provides a scholarly 
foundation for students interested in literature and satisfies UC and CSU critical thinking 
requirements for transfer. The course also transfers to thousands of other colleges across 
the nation. Some of our current online 1 B students live in other states in the nation. The 
vast majority live in the Bay Area but have limited time or hectic schedules due to family 
and work responsibilities. Some are already taking university courses elsewhere but still 
need 1 B to graduate. Bay Area residents, who may be a bit older than the average college 
student and are very well read, often prefer a virtual classroom. 

Also, many of CCSF's English IB teachers are confronted with lengthy waiting lists 
because there just aren't enough sections offered to accommodate the number of students 
in need of the course at a particular time or classrooms available. Online 1 B gives those 
students an option and gives the college another way to increase FTES. Moreover, a 
critical introduction to literature course fits wonderfully in an online venue due to the vast 
amount of literature and literary companion pages already online, the accessibility of 
literary research both textual and contextual, the easy integration of relevant media and 
imagery, and the discussion comfort many students already possess due to email and 
social media. Ideally, then, offering online IB helps the college and the department 
while, most importantly, giving students a dynamic space in which to enjoy literature and 
become stronger readers, writers, researchers, and critical thinkers. 

III. INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY 
A. Use of Teclrnology. Check the technology(ies) that students will use as an 

alternate to classroom instruction: 
[gJ Online Learning Management System 
o Televised Instruction 
o Other 

B. Student-Instructor Contact. 
I. Check the modes that students will be able to use ask the instructor 

questions 
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[8J Email 
[8J Online discussion boards or other asynchronous communication 
D Online chat or other synchronous communication 
[8J Telephone 
[8J Face to face meetings 
D Other: 

2. Check the modes the instructor will use to prompt for student contact 
[8J Email 
[8J Online discussion boards or other asynchronous communication 
D Online chat or other synchronous communication 
D Telephone 
[8J Face to face meetings 
D Other: 

3. Please provide details on 1 and 2 above. Be sure to include the frequency 
of student-instructor contact 

Students will meet on campus for class a minimum of three times, including orientation, 
midterm, and final, during which there will be discussion and writing. Group or one-on
one conferences may also be woven into the course. Students will be expected to 
contribute to the discussion forums, sincerely and substantively, a minimum of three 
times per week. Students who are not present in the forums and not logging into the 
course for a 2-week span rilll the risk of being dropped, as they might in a non-online 
class. The instructor will respond to all course email in a timely manner and will be an 
active partaker and promoter in the weekly discussion forums, always trying to engage as 
many different students as possible and to deepen contact for all. AnnoWlcements will 
also be sent to the class on a regular (weekly) basis to maintain course flow and clarity 
and to foster strong communication. Office hour phone discussion will also be an option. 

IV. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assigmnents 

1. Weekly discussion forum participation based on close and critical reading of 
texts and their representational value: replying to others, posting insights, 
asking questions, and demonstrating understanding and completion of 
assigned reading 

2. Reading of fiction, poetry, and drama at the Wliversity level that promote 
engagement in and analysis of textual strategies, contextual issues, and 
abstract ideas 

3. Readings about how to read and write about literature 
4. Analysis and fonun discussion of assigned reading, exploring multiple 

supportable interpretations and the relationship between text and context 
5. Identification and application of literary theory and terms in the context of 

literary discussion 
6. In-class orientation, midterm, and final exam writing totaling at least 2,000 

words 
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7. Two to four essays totaling a minimum of 4,000 words, which apply sound 
principles oflogic, critical thinking, and literary analysis, one of which will be 
at least 2,000 words, supported by academic research and the stylish and 
accurate use of MLA style citation and works cited list 

8. Short writing tasks and discussion exercises to develop critical thinking, 
distinguish between literal and figurative language, and cultivate analytical 
skills, such as an examination of how dialogue reveals character 

9. Summary exercises to strengthen comprehension and serve as a springboard 
for more in-depth literary or critical analysis 

10. Research tasks to navigate the library's databases and to practice integrating 
quotations and paraphrase from primary and secondary sources 

11. One play by Shakespeare and, at teacher's discretion, an additional work of 
modern or contemporary drama 

12. Research of the historical background of the readings and their authors, 
exploring how historical context is revealed or how the author's identity (e.g. 
culture, religion, gender, ethnicity, or class) may have informed the content of 
the texts 

B. Evaluation and Modes 
1. Out-of-class essays that analyze and interpret works of literature from 

different genres by applying critical thinking, academic research skills, 
literary concepts and terms (online) 

2. Midterm examination that includes an in-class analytical or argumentative 
essay in response to one or more texts (in-person) 

3. Final examination that includes an in-class analytical or argumentative essay 
in response to one or more texts (in-person) 

4. Quizzes, assessments, or summaries to demonstrate understanding of textual 
details and ability to define and use logical and literary terminology (online) 

5. Engagement in, preparation for, and contributions to weekly discussion 
forums (online) 

C. Articulation 
D This course does not articulate with any courses at a four-year school 
~ This course articulates with one or more courses at a four-year school. The 
department has discussed the impact of a distance education mode with the 
Articulation Officer. 

D. Distance Evaluation Integrity 
During week one's on-campus orientation, students will produce an initial writing sample 
that will aid in the evaluation and authentication of their eventual test, essay, and forum 
writing. They will also be given feedback on that writing, comments that they should use 
and reflect upon to boost the integrity of their writing. The midterm and final 
examination will be taken on campus. Both examinations will require students to write 
essays on assigned reading in a specified period of time. Moreover, that written work 
will sometimes grow out of discussion forum writing, and discussion forum writing will 
be compared to essay writing submitted through the assignment. Some essay tasks may 
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also require the submission of various steps, such as a proposal, an outline, or an 
annotated bibliography, thus further ensuring academic integrity. Students will also have 
weekly online quizzes (timed and secured with randomized answers) and discussion 
responsibilities, so they will need to keep up with the lectures and reading in order to 
benefit from the class, participate, earn points, and complete their writing tasks. 

E. Textbook and other Instructional Materials 
1. An Anthology 

a. Ferster, Judith.Arguing Through Literature, McGraw-Hill (2005) 
b. X,J.Kennedy and Diana Gioia. Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, 

Poetry, and Drama. Longman (2012) 
c. Jabbar, Abdul. Reading and Writing with Multicultural Literature. 

Montezuma (2013) 
d. Lynn, Steven. Literature: Reading and Writing with Critical Strategies. 

Longman (2012) 
e. Cooper, Sheila and Rosemary Patton. Writing Logically, Thinking 

Critically. Longman (20 II) 
f. Meyer, Michael. Literature to Go. Bedford/St. Martin's (2014) 
g. Gwynn, R.S. Literature: A Pocket Anthology. Penguin (2011) 

3. A novel 
a. Camus, Albert. The Stranger 
b. Hemingway, Ernest. The Sun Also Rises 
c. Holthe, Tess Uriza. When Elephants Dance 
d. Forster, E.M. Howards End 
e. Hornby, Nick. About a Boy 
f. Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man 
g. Hosseini, Khaled. The Kite Runner 

4. A play by Shakespeare and possibly a modern or contemporary drama 
a. Edson, Margaret. Wit 
b. Ibsen, Henrik. A Doll's House 
c. Williams, Tennessee. The Glass Menagerie 
d. Wilson, August. Fences 

5. The English Department handbook: Hacker, Diana and Sommers, Nancy. 
Rules for Writers 

6. A college-level dictionary (e.g. Webster's New World College Dictionary) 
7. Instructor-generated handouts on topics such as scansion and literary 

argumentation 
8. Primary works from the public domain 
9. Textbook companion sites and various online or multimedia resources 

for literary studies, such as Re: Writingfor Literature 
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