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City College of San Francisco 
Honors Section Addendum 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
A. Date February 2014 
B. Department English 
C. Course Identifier ENGLIA 
D. Course Title University-Parallel Reading and 

Composition 
E. Preparer English Dep 
F. Department Chair Jessica Bro 
G. Dean Jeffrey Lamb 

HONORS SECTION mSTIFICATION 

'ommittee 

City College of San Francisco has a high transfer rate to the University of California 
system, as well as San Francisco State University. It is common for these schools to give 
transfer priority to those students who have completed honors programs. For instance, 
UCLA offers a Transfer Alliance Program (TAP) that is a special transfer track for 
students who have completed community college honors programs. 

In this section of lA, students' exposure to rhetorical theories, techniques for analysis, 
and familiarity with MLA documentation will be deepened and broadened. For instance, 
students will study Aristotle's method of mapping a syllogism and Stephen Toulmin's 
method of diagramming a three-part argument and apply these to complex readings to 
determine what the argument is, how it is being presented, and how effective it is. The 
students will be expected to demonstrate awareness of their own arguments and apply 
these methods to those arguments as well. In addition, the students will work extensively 
with MLA documentation techniques, demonstrating proficiency with both in-text 
citations and works cited lists that draw on a wide variety of sources. This part of the 
course will be very detail oriented. Students will be expected to strictly adhere to the 
MLA gnidelines. As apart of this process, students will be expected to complete an 
additional advanced research skills workshop offered by the library. Next, we will focus 
on moving beyond the basic MLA format to the more specialized needs of the individual 
students as they work on their research papers. Finally, the students will synthesize this 
material when they write a 10-15 page research paper that includes citations from at least 
ten sources. 

III. ADDITIONAL AND/OR ENHANCED MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
A. Compose organized and coherent source-based essays that demonstrate critical 

thinking about audience, purpose, and advanced rhetorical strategies. 
B. (Same as the course outline) 
C. Demonstrate proficiency in selecting and integrating reliable, credible, and 

scholarly sources to support essays, using MLA format. 
D. Read critically to annotate, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate non-fiction, college

level texts with an emphasis on rhetorical techniques. 
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IV. ADDITIONAL AND/OR ENHANCED INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class 
a. Advanced analysis of arguments in rhetorical context. 
b. Extensive work on MLA in-text citations and Works Cited exercises. 

2. Out-of-class 
a. Readings that are more numerous and challenging than in the traditional 

sections of the course. For example, Putnam, "E Pluribus Unum: Diversity 
and Community in the Twenty-first Century" (Nordic Political Science 
Association, 2007) 

b. A 10-15 page research paper with citations from at least 10 credible 
sources. 

B. Evaluation 
1. Essays, written both in and out of class, which will focus strongly on scholarly 

research, choosing appropriate rhetorical strategies, and correctly including 
MLA citations and works cited lists. 

2. In-class quizzes on rhetorical strategies, readings, and MLA formatting. 
3. Successful completion ofthe library research skills workshops: B, W, D, and 

P. 
4. A final in-class essay exam that demonstrates mastery of the enhanced student 

learning outcomes. 
C. Textbook and other Instructional Materials 

1. An anthology with essays that emphasize conceptual and abstract ideas and 
from which text-based analysis and argumentative research-based paper topics 
can be derived. For example, Colombo, Cullen, and Lisle, Rereading America 
(Bedford, 2013) 

2. A book of non-fiction. For example, Schlosser, ReeferMadness.· Sex, Drugs, 
and Cheap Labor in the American Black Market (Mariner-Houghton, 2003) 

3. MLA materials beyond those present in the departmentally approved 
handbook. For example, MLA Handbookfor Writers of Research Papers 
(MLA, 2009). 
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1. 

City College of San Francisco 
Course Outline of Record 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D, Course Title 

E. Course Outline Preparer 

F, Depa.'1ment Chairperson 

G, Dean 

October 2013 
English 
ENGL IA 
University-Parallel Reading and 
Composition 
English Department Curriculum Committee 

~~~ 
/.4c~ t~ /" 

II, COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 

B. Units 
, ; C. Prerequisites 

Corequisite( s) 
jt\dvisoryCi es) 

D. Course Justification 
" 

E. Field Trip(s) 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

Ill. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

3 Lecture (52.5 total) 
1 Laboratory (16 total) 
3 
Placement in English I A or completion of 
English 96. 
None 
None 
This course is desi gned to meet the AI>.,. 
degree requirements and CSU-GE and 
IGETC requirements in written composition. 
This course also prepares students for, 
English 1B and English 1 C. Additionally. 
English 1 A is a core class for the English 
Major. 
No 
Letter 

~ 

University-parallel reading, writing, and critical tbinkingv\-1th a major 
research component. Reading, writing, and research assignments are based 
predominately on non-fiction texts, 

TV, MAJOR LE.ARJ..JlNG OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student ",~l be able to: 
A. Compose organized and coherent source-based essays that demonstrate 

critical thinking about audience and purpose. 
B, Apply multiple planning and revision strategies to approach and undertake 

writing and research projects. 
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a. Strategies for revising at the paragraph and essay level for: 
focus, coherence, organization, development, and clarity 

b. Strategies for revising at the sentence level for: sentence 
focus, syntax, diction, sentence variety, punctuation, and 
grammatical correctuess 

c. Strategies for independently seeking and incorporating 
feedback from mUltiple sources, such as instructor 
comments, peer review, and English lab tutoring 

C. Reading Skills 
1. Annotation for critical reading, such as questioning, predicting, 

identifYing main ideas, summarizing, and reflecting 
2. Analysis of key structural elements of a written piece, such as 

thesis, main ideas, supporting evidence, and coherence 
3. Analysis of key rhetorical elements ofa written piece, such as 

audience, purpose, and intention 
4. Identification and analysis of reasoning errors and common 

logical fallacies 
5. Identification and analysis of author's stance and/or bias 
6. Strategies for engaging with abstract and conceptual ideas, such 

as drawing inferences and synthesizing mUltiple perspectives 
D. Research Process 

1. Habits of Mind 
a. Process of inquiry, such as framing good questions, finding 

a topic of interest, and determining the scope of the project 
b. Techniques for finding appropriate sources, such as 

refining key word searches and meeting with a librarian 
c. Techniques for evaluating reliability of sources 
d. Techniques for evaluating and selecting the best primary 

and/or secondary sources for the project 
2. Integration of Sources 

a. Appropriate use of evidence, such as facts, statistics, and 
data 

b. Strategies for choosing relevant and appropriate direct and 
indirect quotations 

c. Strategies for explaining the relevance of the evidence 
d. MLA documentation, including properly formatted in-text 

citations and Works Cited page 
E. Sentence Skills & Grammar 

1. Conventions of standard English 
2. Strategies for making rhetorical choices when composing and 

revising sentences. 
3. Complex sentence patterns, such as mUltiple clauses, parallel 

construction, and interrupting modifiers 
4. Introductory and transitional phrases for coherence 
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a. In-class assignments: Common reading and writing 
assessments developed, validated, and required for SLO 
assessment cycle. 

b. Out-of-class assignments: Common reading and writing 
assessments developed, validated, and required for SLO 
assessment cycle. 

4. Research and documentation assignments 

B. Evaluation 

a. In-class assignments such as: 
I. MLA in-text citation exercises 

11. MLA Works Cited exercises 
111. Evaluating source credibility exercises 

b. Out-of-class assignments 
I. Required 5 hours of library research skills 

workshops B, W and D or P (online databases, 
evaluating infOlmation and citing/documenting 
sources) OR combination of two of the research 
skills workshops plus a class workshop conducted 
by a librarian; and other assignments such as: 

a) Answer text-driven research questions 
b) Evaluate source reliability 
c) Create annotated bibliography 

1. In-class essays, which include constructive comments and will be 
returned to students before the next essay is due 

2. Out -of-class essays, which include constructive comments and 
will be returned to students before the next essay is due 

3. Research assiguments, such as the Library workshops, annotated 
bibliography 

4. Reading assessments, such as comprehension exams, vocabulary 
tests/quizzes, and summary writing 

5. Final exam, such as an in-class essay, project presentations, and 
reading assessment 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
1. Students will read authors who present a variety of perspectives 

on issues and who speak from diverse viewpoints: examples 
include academic, socioeconomic, cultural, sexual orientation, 
gender, disability, and ethnic backgrounds. 

2. Technology resources, such as Reading Plus, Exercise Central, 
and Learning Curve 

3. Textbooks should be submitted to the English Department 
textbook committee for approval. 

4. A rhetoric andlor anthology with essays that emphasize 
conceptual and abstract ideas and from which text-based analysis 
and argumentative paper topics can be derived 

Examples: 
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