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City College of San Francisco 
Course Outline of Record 

I. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
A. Approval Date 
B. Department 
C. Course Number 
D. Course Title 
E. Course Outline Preparer(s) 

F. Department Chairperson 

G. Dean 

II. COURSE SPECIFICS 
A. Hours 
B. Units 
C. Prerequisites 

Corequisites 
Advisories 

D. Course Justification 

E. Field Trips 
F. Method of Grading 
G. Repeatability 

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

March 2015 
Social Sciences 
ECON 10 
Economic History of the U.S. 

D~ 

i.fit/15 
ayGamtia 

Lecture: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
3 
None 
None 
None 
To enable a student to develop a. basic 
understanding of the main facts and issues 
of the economic development of the United 
States. Meets graduation and transfer 
requirements including CCSF GE area D, 
CSU GE area D2, and IGETC 4B. Is an 
elective course in the AA-T transfer major 
in Economics. Prepares students for major 
and/or further course work in Economics, 
Business, Business Administration, Pre
Law, Public Policy, or other related fields. 
No 
Letter, Pass/No Pass 
0 

A survey of the economic development of the United States from colonial times to the 
present, with emphasis on the relationship of economic activities to social and political 
development. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Compose an effective and supported argument that applies the methods and 
approaches used in historical analysis and clearly distinguishes between primary 
and secondary sources. 

B. Describe and explain the main facts and events of the economic development of 
the United States. 

C. Evaluate the influence of economic conditions and forces on the social and 
political development in the United States. 
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D. Evaluate the importance of the rise of the corporate form of business on the 
economic, social and political development of the United States. 

E. Compare and contrast the role of unionization during the different periods of 
economic development. 

F. Recognize and evaluate the connection between current economic and social 
problems to past events and circumstances. 

V. CONTENTS 
A. An introduction to the study of history 

1. The importance of studying history 
2. Historical methods and approaches 

B. Research methods 
1. Methods to identify and locate primary and secondary sources 
2. Evaluation and interpretation of primary and secondary sources 
3. Analyzing data and developing a narrative exposition of the findings 

C. First Period - Colonial Era 
1. The cause and manner of Colonial settlement 
2. The types of economic activities in the colonies 
3. The economic problems of the colonies 
4. The money problem and colonial and English response 
5. Economics and political conditions which led to rebellion 

D. Second Period- Early National Period 
1. Effect of revolution on colonial economy 
2. Development and experience of private banks and Federal Banks 
3. Description and cause of early economic cycles 
4. The what and why of Federal Government land disposal policy 
5. The manner and consequences of western land settlement 
6. The how and why of: canal building, railroads, & steamships 
7. Patterns of domestic trade 
8. The decline of independent commodity production and the rise of dependent 

commodity production 
9. The nature and development of factory production 
10. Emergence of a labor class and the development of labor unions 
11. Economic characteristics and results of slavery 
12. Economic social and political differences between Northern & Southern states 

E. Third Period- Civil War, Reunification, and Industrialization 
1. Regional economic changes due to the Civil War 
2. Completing the railroad system and railroad regulation 
3. Economic and political consequences of expanding agriculture 

a. The failure of Reconstruction and the rise of Jim Crow 
b. Share-cropping in the South vs. free farmers in the West 
c. The systematic racism of immigration policy 
d. The role of railroads in expanding agricultural output 

4. The rise of the corporate form of business and corporate "person-hood" 
5. Change in size and concentration in industry due to competition and growth 
6. Development of labor unions into a permanent force 
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7. Expansion and changes in domestic and foreign trade 
8. Condition of the money supply and its changes and effects on the economy 
9. The purpose and methods of money control 
10. Measuring and analyzing national economic growth 
11. The role of the Robber Barons 
12. Private sector actions to get Federal government regulation of economic 

conditions 
F. Fourth Period- Modern Times 

1. Bank panics and the creation of the Federal Reserve system 
2. The Roaring Twenties and the concentration of income and wealth 
3. The nature and causes of the Great Depression 
4. The role of labor unrest during the Great Depression 

a. The CIO 
b. TheAFL 
c. TheiWW 

5. Federal responses to the Great Depression 
a. Government infrastructure projects 
b. Government employment projects 
c. Labor legislation and the minimum wage 
d. Legislation to assure farm incomes 

6. Birth, growth, and death patterns of industries. 
7. Economic and social changes due to the Second Industrial Revolution 
8. Expansion and changes in marketing goods and services 
9. The rise of consumerism 
10. The post-war role of labor unions 
11. Effects of labor unions on economic conditions 
12. Federal government's current role as protector and regulator of special 

interests 
13. Federal government's attempts at stabilizing the economy 
14. The growing role of the U.S. in the global economy 
15. The movement toward deregulation 
16. The effects of changes in income distribution during the post-Depression 

period 
17. Racial segregation 

a. The role of private racial bias and red-lining 
b. The role HUD lending rules 
c. The impact on economic opportunity for African-Americans 

18. The economic impacts of post-WW II social movements 
a. The civil rights movement 
b. The women's' movement 
c. The anti-war movement 
d. The environmental movement 

19. The rise of financialization and its effects of domestic production and 
employment 

20. 
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VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class assignments 
a. Classroom discussions on topics such as the development of factory 

production 
b. Student presentations on topics such as the role of slavery in the 

development of Northern industry 
c. Group projects on topics such as the effects of projects like the WP A on 

cities such as San Francisco 
2. Out-of-class Assignments 

a. Reading of assigned materials 
1. Daily reading assignments from the textbook on topics such as the role 

of railroads in economic development 
2. Additional non-textbook reading assignments on topics such as the 

impact of Jim Crow segregation on economic opportunity of African 
Americans 

b. Written work, including one or more of the following: 
1. Short essays on topics such as Federal land disposal policies 
2. Term papers on topics such as analyzing the effects the rise of the 

corporate form of business 
B. Evaluation 

1. In-class exams and quizzes given throughout the semester containing one or 
more of the following: 
a. Multiple-choice questions on topics such as the definition of independent 

commodity production 
b. Short-answer questions on topics such as the Hamiltonian view of the role 

of banks 
2. A comprehensive final examination including essay questions testing 

proficiency in the major learning outcomes of the course such as the 
importance of the rise of the corporate form of business on the economic, 
social and political development of the United States 

3. Graded out-of-class assignments, such as essays summarizing the reading 
material, or longer essays on topics such as the role of labor unions in the 
early 20th century 

4. Class participation, including one or more of: 
a. Class discussions and debates on topics such as Hamilton vs. Jefferson on 

the role of banks 
b. Presentations on topics such as the rise of labor unrest during the Great 

Depression 
c. Group projects on topics such as the effects of projects like the effect of 

HUD lending rules on the creation of residential segregation 
C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 

1. Heilbroner, Robert and Singer, Aaron. The Economic Transformation of 
America: 1600 to the Present, Cengage: Mason, OH, 1999 

2. Walton, Gary M. and Rockoff, Hugh. History of the American Economy, 
Cengage: Mason, OH, 2010 
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3. Zinn, Howard. A People's History of the United States, Harper Perennial 
Modern Classics: New York, NY, 2005 

4. Another similar textbook chosen by the instructor 
5. An instructor may require purchase of the instructor's own course reader 

composed of articles, clippings, and original written material 
6. Review sheets and handouts prepared by the instructor on topics such as the 

economic effects of share cropping 
7. Video and film presentations such as: America: The Story of Us 
8. CCSF library printed and online resources, such as books, periodicals, books 

on reserve, eBooks, e Videos and data bases such as EBSCOhost 
9. Internet resources related to economic history may be assigned such as 

EH.net, owned and operated by the Economic History Association 
10. PowerPoint presentations or overhead transparencies may be used by some 

instructors 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)). 
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