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Twoho~week for nine weeks
1
None
None
Designed specifically for students with learning disabilities
who are in English L, 90, 92, 94, 96, or any student in
content courses involving reading and writing who wants to
improve his or her reading comprehension skills and basic
written expression skills. This course will also examine
prerequisite language and reasoning skills necessary for
identifying the main idea in addition to textbook reading
study skills.
No
Credit/No-Credit
as allowed by Title V regulations

III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
*See II-D above

IV. COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon successful completion of this reading course, a student will be able to:
A. Demonstrate prerequisite language skills for reading comprehension in terms of classification,

prioritizing and sequencing.
B. Recognize grammatical components of a main thought: main subject vs. predicate and

independent clause vs. dependent (subordinate) clause.
C. Identify and utilize specific transition and key words in paragraphs.
D. Locate the topic sentence in a paragraph as well as write clear, concise topic and general topic

sentences in well-supported paragraphs.
E. Apply the steps of the SQ4R study strategy to subheadings in a content text.
F. Demonstrate the ability to write a simple listed main idea summary and an opinion summary

from a short reading selection.
G. Write and send an e-mail message to the class instructor.
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H. Apply "wh" questions (who, what, why, when, where) to sentence and paragraph content to
identify and distinguish main ideas from supporting details.

V. COURSE CONTENT
A. Definition of main idea in terms of subject, specified topics, topic sentences
B. Introduce prerequisite language skills for main idea and practice
C. Compare grammatical structure of independent and dependent clauses
D. Topic sentence discussion and practice

1. Identification of topic sentences in different locations in a paragraph
2. Practice writing original topic sentences for given paragraph content
3. Practice writing topic sentences and supporting details

E. Explore concepts of paragraph unity and coherence
F. Identify and analyze paragraph patterns of organization and the controlling transition words

found in each pattern.
G. Introduction and partner practice to the steps of SQ4R

1. Prediction of content and preparing appropriate questions to read for
2. Reciting (as a summary in one's own words) what was read to partner

H. Identification and underlining of key words in assignments and test questions
I. Discussion and modeling of summary writing format

1. Listed main idea with a conclusion
2. Opinion summary
3. Combination of listed main idea summary with opinion conclusion

J. Introduction to e-mail and e-mail assignment

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments 1. Daily in-class practice exercises and writing which are

completed as homework after each class to apply skills.
Satisfactory completion of homework accounts for
60% of a student's grade.

2. Self-Assessment Evaluation of progress and goal
planning

3. E-Mail summary assignment sent to instructor's campus
e-mail

B. Evaluation 1. In-class performance and participation: active
participation in class discussion and group or partner
activities (counts for 10% of grade)

2. One mid-course quiz covering key concepts covered
(15% of grade)

3. Comprehensive Final Exam which count for 25% of
final grade

4. Satisfactory homework exercise completion accounts
for 50% of grade

C. Texts and other Materials 1. Instructor-prepared handouts and worksheets
2. Carlisle, Joanne, Reasoning and Reading, Level 2,

Cambridge: Educators Publishing Service, 1983.
3. Shea, Gail, The Write Stuff- Putting It In Paragraphs,

Chicago: APS, 1995.

VII. REQUESTED CLASSIFICATION
CREDIT / NON-DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title V. Section 55002 (b)).
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