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City College of San Francisco

Course Outline

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

A. Date: February 27, 2001

B. Department: Business

c. Course Number: CLW 18

D. Course Title: Commercial Law

Business Department

F.

G.

E. Course Outline Prepared by:

Approved by Department Chairperson
or Program Coordinator

Approved by Department Dean Steven Glick Ir~$a~

II. COURSE SPECIFICS
A. Hours Three lecture hours a week

B.

c.

Units

Advise:

Three (3)

BSEN 70 or ENGL 96 or placement in ENGL 1A

D. Brief Course Description

CLW 18 not open to students who have completed LA 53A.
The nature, purpose, and sources of law; the historical development of the
law and its function with respect to society and business; contracts,
agency and employment, personal property and bailments, public policy,
social issues, and business ethics.

E. Field Trip(s): Not Required

F. Method of Grading: Letter Grade

G. Repeatability: Not Repeatable
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III., CATALOG DESCRIPTION

See II. E above.

IV. COURSE OBJECTIVES

Business Department

A. Understand and describe the legal environment of business.

B. Compare the relationship of legal concepts to the subject matter of the
course.

C. Explain the importance of law to individuals and businesses.

D. Demonstrate the relationship between public policy, social issues,
business ethics, and the law.

V. COURSE CONTENT

A. Introduction to Law
1. Public policy, social issues, and business ethics
2. Criminal law and business
3. Law of torts and business
4. Negligence and strict liability

B. Contracts
1. Public policy, social issues, and business ethics'
2. Nature and classes of contracts
3. Mutual assent
4. Conduct inval-idating assent
5. Consideration
6. Illegal bargain
7. Contractual capacity
8. Contracts in writing
9. Rights of third parties
10. Performance, breach, and discharge
11 . Remedies

C. Agency and Employment
1. Public policy, social issues, and business ethics
2. Agency and employment relationship
3. Relationship with third parties

D. Property
1. Public policy, social issues, and business ethics
2. Introduction to real and personal property
3. Bailments and documents of title
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4. Trusts and wills
5. Insurance
6. Landlord/tenant relationship

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

A. Assignments
1. Readings from the text
2. Written assignments from the text

B. Evaluation
1. Tests
2. Written case analyses
3. Term paper (optional)

Business Department

C. Texts and Other Materials
1. Text: Essentials of Business Law, 7th ed. Smith, Mann, Robers.

West Publishing Company
2. Workbook for the text
3. Case briefs (handouts)
4. California Reports (actual cases)
5. Discussion of cases in current news

VII. REQUESTED CREDIT CLASSIFICATION

A. Degree Applicable [meets all standards of Title V, Section 5502 (a)].
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City College of San Francisco
Distance Education Addendum

I. GENERAL INFORMATION
A. Date
B. Department
C. Course Identifier
D. Course Title
E. Preparer
F. Department Chair
G. Dean

March 2011
Business
CLW 18
Commercial Law
H. Richard Uchida
David Dore

II. DISTANCE EDUCATION JUSTIFICATION

The Commercial Law 18 is a required course for students who major in Business and
Paralegal Studies. The Department of Business offers several sections of Commercial
Law 18 each semester, and the enrollment in these courses has always been at or above
the enrollment capacity. Many of the students who enroll in the evening commercial law
courses work in full-time positions with law firms and various businesses within the San
Francisco Bay Area and beyond. Their work commitments-especially for students who
are employed in law firms that specialize in litigation work-often require the students to
maintain a very demanding work schedule, change work schedules with little or no
advance notice, or require the students to travel to distant locations for extended periods
of time. These work related and other factors make regular class attendance difficult for
many, impossible for some. An online Commercial Law 18 course will enable the
students who would otherwise be unable to take this course or participate in the
traditional course format under less than ideal circumstances to participate fully in the
learning experience.

How does the course help meet the goals of the College, Department, and Program.
The proposed online Commercial Law 18 course advances the well established mission
of our college and of our department to enhance whenever feasible the educational
opportunities for our students, especially students who may be underserved for various
reasons. The commercial law course area has not-with the exception of a television
based program-had an online program, and this is an important first step.

The Commercial Law 18 is a requirement for the following School of Business
Programs:

Degree Programs
Accounting
General Business
Paralegal/legal Studies
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Certificate Programs.
Accounting.
General Business
Paralegal/ legal Studies

III. INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY
A. Use of Technology. Check the technology(ies) that students will use as an

alternate to classroom instruction:
~ Online Learning Management System
D Televised Instruction
D Other

B. Student-Instructor Contact.
1. Check the modes that students will be able to use ask the instructor

questions
~ Email
~ Online discussion boards or other asynchronous communication
D Online chat or other synchronous communication
~ Telephone
~ Face to face meetings
D Other:

2. Check the modes the instructor will use to prompt for student contact
~ Email
~ Online discussion boards or other asynchronous communication
D Online chat or other synchronous communication
~ Telephone
~ Face to face meetings
D Other:

3. Please provide details on 1 and 2 above. Be sure to include the frequency
of student-instructor contact

There will be a required face-to-face orientation meeting at the beginning of the
course and two other required meetings for the mid-term examination and final
examination. (The ultimate objective is to create a true online course where
regular face-to-face meeting will not be necessary.)

Email will be the primary method of student-instructor contact. The volume of
daily email is expected to be quite large, and the goal is to respond to each email
on the same day. For course related issues where email may not be the ideal
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method of communication, telephone and face-to-face meetings will be arranged.
The frequency of non-email contact is difficult to assess at this time.

The online discussion forums will be used for course assignments on a weekly
basis, and the online announcement feature will be used as necessary.

IV. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

The students will be given weekly reading and homework assignments and
occasional discussion problems. The contents of the assignments are the same for
both the online and the traditional face-to-face commercial law course.

The weekly homework assignments will usually consist of two to three analyses
of semi-complicated legal problems. The answers to these problems will be in
essay form. The students will also be given four complicated legal problems on
designated weeks during the course of the semester.

PowerPoint lecture slides will be used as a replacement for the lectures.

B. Evaluation and Modes
The evaluation process for the homework assignments, discussion problems, and
the mid-term and final examinations will be the same for both the online and the
traditional face-to-face commercial law course.

C. Articulation

D This course does not articulate with any courses at a four-year school
[gJ This course articulates with one or more courses at a four-year school. The
department has discussed the impact of a distance education mode with the
Articulation Officer.

D. Distance Evaluation Integrity

The integrity of the online course will be no different from the traditional face-to
face commercial law course. The students in the online course will receive the
same reading assignments, homework assignments, and discussion problems. The
mid-term and the final examinations will be taken on campus.

E. Textbook and other Instructional Materials

Essentials ofBusiness Law and the Legal Environment 10th Edition
Mann & Roberts, West Publishing Company
Instructor prepared summaries of the reading assignments,
Instructor prepared lecture slides,
Instructor prepared discussion problems.
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