








City College of San Francisco
Distance Education Addendum

I. GENERAL INFORMATION
A. Date
B. Department
C. Course Identifier
D. Course Title
E. Preparer
F. Department Chair

G. Dean

October, 20 I0
Broadcast Electronic Media Arts
BCST 120
Basic Audio Operations
S ita McFarland

II. DISTANCE EDUCATION JUSTIFICATION
The lecture portion of Basic Audio Operations (BCST 120) and lab activities are well
suited to online delivery. The course textbook, reader and an array of online tutorials
combine to enhance learning of basic concepts such as the physics of sound, acoustics
and microphones. Audio production is increasingly a digital medium. The online mode
of teaching will immediately enhance the students' overall experience. Students will be
required to post to prompted discussion forums weekly which will help them to
understand and correctly use key terms and vocabulary. Students will take weekly
quizzes that will ensure timely feedback of their progress.

III. INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY
A. Use of Technology. Check the technology(ies) that students will use as an

alternate to classroom instruction:
~ Online Learning Management System
o Televised Instruction
o Other

B. Student·Instructor Contact.
I. Check the modes that students will be able to use ask the instructor

~estions

IX! Email
~ Online discussion boards or other asynchronous communication
~ Online chat or other synchronous communication
~ Telephone
[8] Face to face meetingso Other:

2. Check the modes the instructor will use to prompt for student contact
[8] Email
~ Online discussion boards or other asynchronous communication
o Online chat or other synchronous communication
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o Telephone
I:8J Face to face meetingso Other:

3. Please provide details on 1 and 2 above. Be sure to include the frequency
ofstudent-instructor contact

Students will have regular contact with the instructor using Insight's
Discussion Forums. Weekly prompted discussions will be paired with open
discussion forums (such as Technical Forum for questions regarding how to
use Insight) to allow students adequate and timely feedback. Instructor will be
actively engaged in these forums by posting comments. Additionally,
students will be encouraged to contact instructor with a direct link to
instructor's email from the course's home page. Instructor will respond to
email within 48 hours. Students are required to complete homework
assignments which will be returned within one week with instructor feedback.
Students who have not logged on by the second week of classes will be
prompted to sign on or be dropped.

The instructor will send weekly course announcements to all enrolled
students about each week's activities and assignments. Students can iMail the
instructor with questions and also post questions and discussion comments
related to weekly assignments online. Instructor will respond within 24 hours
to forum questions and 48 hours to emails.

IV. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In class assignments such as:
a. Creating, performing and recording a 2 minute radio production using the
audio console, analog tape recorder and sources from CD, turntable and
microphone.
b. Editing speech on analog tape recorders.
c. Working in a small group to create, perform, record and mix a 2 minute
multitrack music production.
d. Comparing the sound of different microphones.
e. Recording and implementing absolute time code and ID markers on a DAT
recorder.
f. Working in a small group to create a script to a video clip.
g. Working in a small group to record dialog to a video clip to simulate an
ADR session.
h. Creating, recording and editing elements for a soundtrack on a digital audio
workstation

2. Out ofclass assignments such as:
i. a. Assigned readings that focus on recording and audio production.
j. b. Create a script for a video clip.
k. c. Create and assemble the music elements for a radio production.
1. d. Diagram signal flow of audio workstations.

3. Additional online assignments such as:
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m. Post to weekly prompted discussion forum on topics including acoustics,
microphones, equalization and reverb.
n. Practical online lab assignments to facilitate understanding ofkey concepts.
Examples include: Students will research topics such as harmonics, acoustics
and equalization. Student will color code the specifications sheet of an audio
mixer to demonstrate knowledge of basic signal flow. Student will
mathematically determine the wavelength of various frequencies and cut string
that length to demonstrate understanding of soundwaves.

B. Evaluation
1. Written examinations, including an in person final exam and midterm and
remote administered quizzes to measure student
comprehension of lecture and assigned readings on topics such as physics of
sound, frequency, amplitude, phase, signal flow, gain structure, microphones,
analog recording, digital recording, radio production, music production, sound for
video, sound for television, sound for the internet, audio file formats.
2. Assessment of performance and competency in operating recording and audio
production equipment.
3. Production Projects to measure student proficiency in applying recording and
audio production techniques and using the equipment in production environments.
4. Assessment of student contribution to group production projects.

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials such as:
1. Required text such as: Alten, Stanley. Audio in Media 9th ed., Wadsworth,
2010
2. Audio Production Workstations, AX 165 and AX 172
3. Analog and digital media such as analog tape, DAT tape, CD.

C. Articulation
o This course does not articulate with any courses at a four-year school
~ This course articulates with one or more courses at a four-year school. The
department has discussed the impact ofa distance education mode with the
Articulation Officer.

D. Distance Evaluation Integrity
A quiz bank will randomly assign different questions to students taking the
quizzes. Additionally, quizzes will be set to timed-quizzes, with randomized
questions and answers. In person Midterm and Final will insure integrity of these
exams. Discussion forums will draw on the students' personal experiences
whenever possible. For example, the forum on acoustics will ask each student to
pick two spaces with which they are familiar and compare and contrast them in
terms of their acoustical performance. Homework assignments will be skills based
which will allow for collaboration online among students.

E. Textbook and other Instructional Materials
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I. Alten, Stanley, Audio In Media, Wadsworth Cengage Learning
2. McFarland, Sheila, Course Reader prepared through University Press
3. Sample Online Resources:

a. http://creativecommons.org/ includes tutorials and simulations of
harmonics, sound wave propagation etc.

b. http://www.physicsclassroom.com/mmedia/index.cfm Similar to above
c. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETsfyIK7kzM example ofa YouTube

tutorial that explains how binary code works
d. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOdz41 CN5A Another YouTube

example that shows a demonstration of analog audiotape editing
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