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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
This course introduces students to relevant issues in the histories, cultures, and
philosophies in Asia which affect law enforcement in Asia and the United States.
Law enforcement procedures are examined in light of the unique history and
culture of Asian populations.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Analyze the similarities and differences between Asian Buddhism and Chinese
Confucianism.

B. Explain, compare and contrast Asian paradigms of pragmatic
context (fang bian) and face (main-zi).

C. Describe the importance of Asian shame culture.
D. Analyze the differences and similarities among the various Asian ethnic groups.
E. Describe how law enforcement is conducted in various Asian countries.
F. Explain attitudes about police and the community from various Asian

cultural perspectives.
G. Demonstrate an understanding of the cross-cultural context of Asian crime in

the United States.
H. Analyze the major characteristics of Asian ethnic profiles in law enforcement.
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I. Describe why Asian American youth join gangs.
J. Know the importance of cultural understanding in interrogations and

recruiting informants.
K. Relate the importance of person to person relationships in solving crimes and

prosecuting suspects.
L. Demonstrate the importance of cultural "do's" and "don'ts" in investigation and

prosecution of crimes involving Asian communities.

V. CONTENT
A. Traditional religious and philosophical foundations of Asian societies

1. Buddhism
2. Confucianism

B. Traditional social levels in Asian societies
1. Attitudes toward government
2. Filial piety
3. Meaning of gift giving

c. Pragmatic context (fang bian) and face (main-zi)
D. Asian shame culture as contrasted with the American idea of shame
E. Ethnic profiles: Chinese, Japanese, Koreans, Filipinos, Thais, and Vietnamese
F. Law enforcement in selected Asian countries

1. China
2. Japan
2. Korea
3. the Philippines
4. Thailand
5. Vietnam

G. Attitudes about the police and the community from various Asian perspectives
H. Importance of demographics, such as total population of various Asian groups

and age range, gender, and economic status of those persons committing crimes
I. How Asian languages can reflect a unique perception of the relationship among

family members, and the relationships between an individual and non-relatives
J. Whether or not domestic violence against spouses and/or children are considered

crimes in Asian countries
K. Cross-cultural context of Asian crime in the United States

1. Importance of knowing a suspect's ethnic and cultural background
2. Relevant attitudes as demonstrated in body language, honoring the

elderly, avoiding public confrontations, and using polite terms of
conversation

3. Asian Youth Gangs
a. Surrogate families
b. "Throwaway" members
c. "Toughness" of Asian gang members

4. Numbers, gambling, tattoos, food
L. Recommended methods for interviewing witnesses, victims, religious figures
M. Recommended methods for interrogating suspects and recruiting informants
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N. How to work with the District Attorney~s Offices in prosecuting cases
involving Asian witnesses, informants, and defendants

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class Assignments
a. Discuss required readings in assigned books and handouts.
b. Participate in small group discussions on relevant topics, such as

analyzing how the film "Street Kings" portrays Asian subjects and how the
movie's perspective may reinforce, or differ from, facets of Asian
history.

c. Participate in small group exercises, such as having the students pretend
that they are prosecutors discussing how a crime against an Asian
may affect that victim's family and community.

d. Perform mock interviews of Asian subjects, including those of Chinese,
Filipino, Japanese, and Korean ancestries.

2. Out-of-class Assignments
a. Mandatory readings in assigned books, handouts, and supplemental

materials distributed by the instructor.
b. Term paper, such as on a topic dealing with Confucius' ideas and how

those ideas might have a positive or negative impact on law enforcement.
B. Evaluation

1. An essay-based midterm on subjects, such as what law enforcement personnel
should know regarding Asia's shame culture or the role of respect among
Asians before interrogating a witness.

2. A term paper as described in VI.A.2.b.
3. Final examination which would test various components of the Asian way of

thinking, and how those elements are taken into consideration in law
enforcement.

4. Participation in in-class assignments.
C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials

1. Mandatory: A Law Enforcement Sourcebook of Asian Crime and Cultures:
Tactics and Mindsets by Douglas D. Daye (1996)

2. Class, Race, Gender, and Crime: The Societal Realities of Justice in America
by Gregg Barak, Jeanne Flavin, and Paul Leighton (2007)

3. Criminological Perspectives on Race and Crime by Shaun L. Gabbidon (2007)
4. The Many Colors of Crime: Inequities of Race, Ethnicity, and Crime in

America (1996)
5. Powerpoint presentations; videos such as scenes from the HBO series,

"The Pacific,'~ and "Street Kings" from Sony Entertainment, 2009;
Guest speakers

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)).
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