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Lecture: 2 weekly (35 total) 
Laboratory: 4 weekly (70 total) 
3 
None 
None 
ART 125A, ART 130A 
This course grew out of increasing student 
demand for a course covering the study and 
practice of creating mixed media artwork. 
Mixed media is a generalized-hybrid 
approach to creating art used by a maj ority 
of contemporary artists. The practice 
emphasizes the conceptual and cultural 
aspects of art materials and expands a 
student's defmition of "art" and its materials. 
Optional 
Letter 
o 

Focuses on the contemporary practice and conceptual basis of selecting and combining 
various media and techniques of drawing, painting, photography, textile, printing, and 
collage into two and three-dimensional works of art. Contemporary issues and 
approaches are explored through lecture and demonstration. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Analyze historical, conceptual, and technical aspects of contemporary art practice 
that involve mixed media. 

B. Create artwork and solve related visual problems using learned mixed media 
techniques related to painting, photographs, printing, collage, and assemblage. 

C. Experiment effectively with dry and wet media to achieve material compatibility 
and relative longevity and stability of projects. 
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D. Recognize creative possibilities of art materials based on content and personal 
response to material characteristics. 

E. Compare and criticize mixed media works of art by peers and professional artists. 

V.CONTENTS 
A. Drawing 

1. Traditional materials 
2. Non-traditional materials 

B. Painting 
1. Water-based 
2. Oil-based 
3. Non-traditional materials 

C. Paper 
1. Found 
2. Purchased 
3. Altered 
4. Aged 
5. Deckled versus straight edged 
6. Surface 

a. Color 
b. Design 
c. Pattern 
d. Repetition 
e. Texture 
f. Tooth 

D. Printing/T ransferring 
1. Stamping and stenciling 
2. Relief rubbings 
3. Technology-based methods 

E. Photo-based processes 
1. sunography 
2. litho-toner inking 
3. oil of winter green toner transfer 

F. Adhesives 
1. Traditional 
2. Non-traditional 
3. Messy versus clean application 

G. Surface Support 
1. Traditional 
2. Non-traditional 

H. Combining Materials 
1. Transparent versus opaque materials 
2. Seamless versus tacked-on 
3. Placing on surface or exposing through surface 
4. Layering versus side placement 
5. Text: handwriting, letters, media 
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6. Imagery: media derived versus personal 
7. Personal items: nostalgia, memory, and storytelling 
8. Found objects: time, history, evidence, junk 
9. Hardware store items 
10. Fabric store items 
11. Shopping versus recycling 
12. Mass produced versus natural 
13. Culturally-based material associations 
14. Aesthetically-based material associations 
15. Conceptually-based material associations 

1. 2·D Relief 
1. Paper embossing 
2. Single surface carving 

J. 3-Dimensional 
1. Assemblage 
2. Free standing 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class Assignments 
a. Exercises in basic drawing techniques related to dry and wet media 
b. Exercises in basic paint mixing 
c. Exercises in basic photo image creation and culling from media sources 
d. Exercises in basic printing substrate creation and printing 
e. Exercises in basic assemblage methods 
f. Combining materials and methods project 
g. 2-D relief project such as carving into and collaging materials of varied 

visual and textural characteristics onto the face of a porous substrate 
h. 3-D assemblage project using a personal book as the basis of a 

freestanding form whose exterior and interior surfaces are altered 
I. At least three group oral critiques addressing technical skills, design, 

content and aesthetics 
J. Field trips to museums, galleries, or other venues to view examples of 

mixed media art works at the discretion of the instructor 
2. Out-of-c1ass Assigmnents 

a. Reading assigned books, magazine and online articles concerning mixed 
media techniques, history, contemporary artists, concepts 

b. Long-term projects such as 2-D relief collages and 3-D assemblages 
c. Sketchbook work related to long term project design and materials choices 

B. Evaluation 
1. Assigmnents: Assess the student's comprehension of specific techniques and 

working methods as they pertain to related exercises and her/his ability to 
effectively and creatively solve problems 

2. Critique: Evaluation of student's ability to provide constructive criticism, use 
acquired vocabulary, and articulate undstanding of ideas, concepts, materials 
and techniques 
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3. Quizzes; Assess each student's completion of required readings and overall 
comprehension of information from readings, lectures and demonstrations 

4. Midterm Portfolio Evaluation; Estimate student's conceptual and technical 
improvement regarding proficient use of mixed media approaches and 
techniques as well as evaluate student's creativity and follow through in 
problem solving, craftsmanship and overall effort in meeting major learning 
outcomes 

5. Final Portfolio Evaluation; Estimate student's conceptual and technical 
improvement regarding proficient use of mixed media approaches and 
techniques as well as evaluate student's creativity and follow through in 
problem solving, craftsmanship and overall effort in meeting major learning 
outcomes 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
1. Reference books include; 

a. Masters; Collage; Major Works by Leading Artists, Randel Plowman, 
Lark Books, New York, 2010 

b. Art Made from Books; Altered, Sculpted, Carved, Transformed, Laura 
Heyenga, Chronicle Books, San Francisco, 2013 

c. Milchalko, Michael, Creative Thinkering, New World Library, 2011 
2. Library and online references include; 

a. Mixed media websites such as http;llwww.theartstory.orgimovement-
conceptual-art.htm 

b. https;llwww.udemy.comlblogimixed-media! 
c. Periodical on-line database such as Frieze or Hi-Fructose 
d. Artist websites, links, blogs such as www.badatsports.com 
e. Artist monographs and art history books 
f. Artstor (http;www.artstor.orglindex.shtml) 

3. Instructor developed materials 
a. Handouts on materials and technique such as wet versus dry media on 

paper, adhesives for paper versus wood, design and construction 
considerations 

b. Online pages concerning basic color theory, mixing color, mark making, 
layering 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)). 
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