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An advanced Chinese brush painting course that focuses on the development of a body of 
work using varied classical and contemporary techniques. Emphasis is on the student's 
aesthetic and creative success in producing a portfolio of work for transfer and 
professional opportunities as well as the student's appreciation of Chinese art and culture. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. IdentifY techniques of individual works of Chinese brush painting with different 
subjects. 

B. Analyze how the Chinese artists expressed their poetic and philosophic idea 
through the works. 

C. Distinguish the various styles of classical and contemporary Chinese paintings. 
D. Understand Chinese painting in relation to nature and society. 
E. Demonstrate an individual approach and personal expression. 

V.CONTENTS 
A. Landscape Painting 
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1. North Sung Dynasty style and its indicative vast stretch of water or land 
planes 

2. Mi Fu's wash style technique 
3. Ma Yuan and Xia Gui as representative of the South Sung Dynasty painting 

style 
4. Yuan Dynasty's Scholar painter Ni Zan and dry brust stroke technique 
5. Zhe School and Wumen School ofthe Ming Dynasty 
6. Qing Dynasty's Badashanren and Shi Tao 
7. Styles and techniques of contemporary artists 

B. Flower Painting 
1. Lotus 

a. Brush stroke order ofleaves and petals 
b. Dotting the heart 
c. Composition study 
d. Create individual work 

2. Peony 
a. Painting of knots and stems 
b. Flower painting methods 
c. No-bone style and meticulous style of peony painting 
d. Composition study 
e. Create individual work 

3. Plum blossom 
a. Brush stroke for branches 
b. Outlining method 
c. Flower techniques 
d. Composition study 
e. Create individual work 

4. Bamboo 
a. Bamboo stem and branch 
b. Bamboo leaves and groupings 
c. Copying masterpieces 
d. Composition study 
e. Create individual work 

5. Orchid 
a Orchid leaf 
b. Orchid flower in black and white, and color 
c. Copying masterpieces 
d. Composition study 
e. Create individual work 

6. Chrysanthemum 
a. Brush stroke in depicting Chrysanthemum petal variations 
b. Brush stroke for leaves and branches 
c. Depictions in black and white, and color 
d. Composition study 
e. Create individual work 

C. Fish Painting 
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1. Gold Fish 
a. Brush stroke for body and tail 
b. Pattern and color 
c. Wash for background 
d. Composition study 
e. Create individual work 

2. Angel Fish 
a. Brush stroke for body and tail 
b. Pattern and color 
c. Wash for background 
d. Composition study 
e. Create individual work 

3. Carp 
a. Outline of head, body, fins and tail 
b. Scale lines and do 
c. Coloring and washing skills 
d. Composition study 
e. Create individual work 

4. Shrimp 
a. Ink stroke of head and body 
b. Shrimp groupings in black/white 
c. Coloring and washing skills 
d. Composition study 
e. Create individual work 

5. Crab 
a. Ink stroke of head and body 
b. Coloring and washing skills 
c. Composition study 
d. Practice based on master Qi Baishi' s work 
e. Create individual work 

D. Animal Painting 
1. Panda 

a. Ink stroke of head and body 
b. Bamboo and background 
c. Composition study 
d. Create individual work 

2. Tiger 
a. Head and body sketch in pencil mark 
b. Ink stokes on different parts of the body 
c. Coloring 
d. Background painting 
e. Composing and completing a resolved painting 

3. Dragon 
a. Detailed illustration of head and body 
b. Pattern and color 
c. Wash for background 
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d. Composition study 
e. Composing and completing a resolved painting 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

I. Students are expected to complete a series of in class projects using advanced 
Chinese brush painting techniques and based on a written proposal that 
outlines the scope and goals of the semester's work. Examples include: 
a. Using traditional Chinese brush painting materials, create a series works 

based on a student selected plant form using techniques learned in 
Chrysanthemum, orchid, lotus, and peony paintings. 

b. Based on research of master Zheng Banqiao' s bamoo painting in Qing 
Dynasty, and to paint a series bamboo works in both black/white and 
color. 

c. Using elements of wash techniques and dry brush work used in learning 
how to paint various fish reflecting Chinese culture and philosophy. 

d. Field trips may be organized by the instructor to museum exhibits or 
gallery shows that associate to the class assignments and projects. 

2. Out of class assignments may vary. Examples include: 
a. Prepare composition and brush painting practice for class projects. 
b. Collect associate data materials for the class artwork. 
c. Upload images to an individual or class website. 

B. Evaluation 
I. Assignments: Through the completion oftheir assignments, students 

demonstrate their ability to effectively and creatively apply advance Chinese 
brush painting techniques in the development of resolved imagery. 

2. Critiques and class discussions: Through participation in critiques and class 
discussions, students demonstrate their ability to analyze works of art, 
describe possible solutions and speak constructively. 

3. Portfolio evaluation: Estimate student's conceptual and technical improvement 
regarding proficient use of Chinese brush painting techniques. Appraise the 
student's capacity to apply these techniques to the development of imagery 
and presentation of their work. 

4. Final critique of portfolio and exit survey exam: Appraises student'S ability to 
complete all class assignments and their understanding of all techniques. 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
I. Suggested text: Chinese Brush Painting, Ming Ren and Jane Norbeck, 2009, 

Norbeck Press 
2. Audio-visual aids 
3. Library and reference materials 
4. Museum and gallery exhibitions 
5. Chinese brush painting materials and supplies as determined by the instructor 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a». 
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