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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
The study of language: its general nature, its cognitive, biological, and social bases.
Languages as they reflect the separate cultural realities of different societies.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Explain the nature and structure of human language, its biological foundations
and its universal features as contrasted with other forms of communication

B. Use the methods of phonological analysis as a practical tool to describe individual
languages

C. Describe the relationships between language and thought and their applications in
education

D. Describe how languages influence cultural worldviews, values, mental processes,
behavior, occupational stratification, and social groups (gender, ethnic identity,
etc.)

E. Describe linguistic change and the lexical reconstruction method used to infer
time span, movements, and overall culture content of population groups.

F. Apply information presented in class on the nature of linguistic diversity and its
significance to intra - as well as inter - cultural exchanges
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V.CONTENT
A. Introduction

1. Language as a symbolic process
2. From pictograms to writing systems

a. Logographs
b. Syllabaries
c. Alphabets

B. The Nature of Human Language
1. Linguistic knowledge

a. Language
b. Phonological
c. Semantic
d. Syntactic

2. Competence vs. performance
3. Prescriptive vs. descriptive grammar
4. Animal communication systems
5. The characteristic features of human language

C. Biological Aspects of Human Language
1. Language acquisition (developmental linguistics)

a. The case of feral ("wild") children
b. Piaget's cognitive precursors of language
c. Pre-linguistic and linguistic stages
d. Child language acquisition: learned vs. inherited

r- e. Sign language as an evidence for the biology of language
f. Second (or third, etc.) language learning (applied Linguistics)
g. Linguistic skills acquisition by non-human primates

2. Brain, thought, and language (Neuro-psycholinguistics)
a. The physiological bases of speech (the vocal tract and the brain)
b. Lateralization and the mapping of the brain
c. Imprinting and the "critical period" hypothesis
d. Theories about the origin of language

D. The Structure of Language
1. Phonetics (the sounds of language)
2. Language Phonology (the sound patterns of language)
3. Morphology (the words oflanguage)
4. Semantics (the meanings oflanguage)
5. Syntax (sentence patterns oflanguage)
6. Pragmatics (intended speaker meaning)

E. Language, Culture, and Cognition
1. Ethnolinguistics
2. The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis
3. Classifying experience: the lexicon and classificatory system

a. Classes vs. the prototype theory
b. Folk taxonomies

4. Topics in ethnolinguistics
,f?" a. Color terminology

CCSF, Behavioral Sciences, ANTH 4, Introduction to Linguistic Anthropology, September 2010, Page 2 of
4



b. Toponymy and onomastics
c. Unraveling kinship systems
d. Time reckoning; temporal forms of verbs vs. aspects
e. Plurality and numeration

F. History and Evolution of Language
1. Historical and Comparative Linguistics
2. Lexical change

a. Borrowing
b. Innovation
c. Loss of terms

3. Semantic change
a. Broadening
b. Narrowing
c. Amelioration
d. Pejorative

4. Phonological change
5. Syntactic change
6. Linguistic paleontology

a. Glottochronology
b. Lexico-statistical dating
c. "Mother-tongue" controversy

7. Pidgins and creoles
G. Linguistic Diversity

1. Sociolinguistics
2. Accents vs. dialects
3. Language and group membership

a. Code-switching
1. Styles
2. Diglossia
3. Ebonies
4. Hispanic english

b. Slang and jargon
c. Taboo words and euphemisms
d. Language and sexism

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class assignments such as problem-solving exercises in linguistics. For
example, the student will look at words in an unfamiliar language and deduce
the rules for the formation of plural or the past tense; identify related
languages and analyze the implications of their similarities

2. Out-of-c1ass assignments
a. Short assignments (one page) requiring data collecting and synthesizing.

For example, a student will use word coinage (new words) for band
names; identify and describe a communication system other than
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language; analyze items belonging to the same lexical category
(componential analysis).

b. Individual research project such as a term paper involving independent
research on any aspect of language (topics such as child language
acquisition, jargon, metaphors, word play, socio-Iinguistics,
misunderstanding).

B. Evaluation
1. Midterm examinations (true/false questions, problem solving exercises,

definition, short essay) with questions such as what have we learned from our
studies of feral children

2. A final examination (fill in the blanks, true/false questions,
problem-solving exercises, definition, short essay) with questions such as
describe two examples ofhow the lexicon of any language reflects what is
important for that culture.

3. A term paper based on individual research (see description above)
C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials

1. Fromkin, V, Rodman R & Hyams, N. An Introduction to Language. (2007).
8th Edition, Thomson Wadsworth.

2. Tannen, D. That's not what I mean!. (1986). Ballantine (Communication
series)

3. Handouts with scientific illustrations, maps, diagrams, study questions
4. Excerpts of articles on current linguistic research or debates.
5. Films such as "The Mother Tongue" (from the Story of English series),

"Language and Communication" (from the Faces of Culture series), "The
Brain and Language" (from the Brain series)

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)).
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