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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
This course explores how women and men express their gender and sexuality in various
cultures around the world. Focuses on women and men in non-Western cultures such as
Native American, African and Asian societies. Discusses relationship of gender to
aspects ofculture such as kinship, economics, politics, and religion.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Apply the general perspective, terminology, and theory of cultural anthropology
to the study of gender

B. Discuss past and present anthropological research on gender in nonWestem
cultures including examples of current research and controversies

C. Explain the important distinctions between the concepts of sex, gender, gender
role, gender identity, and sexual orientation

D. Describe and explain sexual and gender diversity in nonWestern cultures
E. Compare and contrast gender practices of diverse cultures including gender

division of labor, status ofmen and women, gender and politics, gender and
kinship, and gender and religion

F. Evaluate various theories used to explain aspects of gender that vary from culture
to culture (e.g., gender division of labor or status ofwomen and men), citing
strengths and weaknesses of each theory
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G. Explain the complex relationship between human culture and human biology as
applied to gender

H. Analyze current world events and issues that pertain to gender using an
anthropological perspective

I. Explain how the knowledge and perspective ofanthropology can further an
understanding of gender in Western society today as well as in other societies and
historical periods

V.CONTENTS
A. Introduction

1. General overview
a. The anthropological perspective
b. Study of gender in anthropology
c. Relevant terminology for the anthropological study of gender

2. History of field work in gender studies
a. Nature of anthropological field work
b. Gender bias in field work

3. Definitions
a. Sex
b. Gender
c. Gender role
d. Gender identity
e. Sexual orientation

4. Diversity in Sex and Gender
a. More than two genders
b. More than two sexes
c. Relationship of sexual orientation to sex and gender
d. Restrictions on sexuality

B. Aspects of culture
1. Gender division of labor in various cultures
2. Status ofmen and women in various cultures

a. Economic status
b. Political power

3. Marriage and family in various cultures
a. Different forms of marriage
b. Different forms of families
c. Different descent systems (e.g., matrilineal descent)

4. Religion
a. Mythology and beliefs in various cultures
b. Religious practices and practitioners in various cultures

C. Gender and Biology
1. Gender and human evolution
2. Gender and human biology

a. Menstrual customs cross-culturally
b. Contraception cross-culturally
c. Childbirth cross-culturally
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3. Gender differences in terms of "nature" vs. "nurture"
D. Current Events and Issues

1. Culture change and development/globalization
2. Gender and global health issues (e.g., HIV/AIDS)
3. Women's rights and human rights (e.g., female genital mutilation)

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class Assignments
a. Class discussions integrating lecture and assigned reading (e.g., menstrual

taboos in contemporary US compared to nonWestern cultures studied by
anthropologists)

b. Discussion of videos viewed in class
2. Out-of-class Assignments

a. Several short essays on topics such as gender division of labor in
contemporary US compared to nonWestern cultures studied by
anthropologists or definition of the matrifocal family and its relevance in
US society today

b. Written reviews of videos viewed in class
B. Evaluation

1. Midterm and final essay exams on topics such as comparing/contrasting
gender division of labor in various cultures or discussing human rights vs.
cultural relativism re: controversial customs such as female genital mutilation

2. Evaluation of out-of-class essay assignments
3. Evaluation of out-of-class video reviews

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials
1. Brettell and Sargent, Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective, 5th edition, 2009,

Pearson/Prentice Hall
2. Ward and Edelstein, A World Full of Women, 5th edition, 2009,

Pearson/Prentice Hall
3. Audio-visual materials: Videos/DVDs such as The Right to Femininity:

Female Circumcision in Africa Today, China's Lost Girls, and Behind the
Smile

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards ofTitle 5. Section 55002(a)).
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