
City College of San Francisco
Course Outline

I. General Information:

A. Date: October 16, 2000

B. Department: Behavioral Sciences, Psychology.

C. Course Title: Archaeology of the Bay Area (prehistoric)

D. Course Number: Anthropology 21

E. Course Outline Prepared by: Henry W. Schulz

F. Approved by Department Chairperson:

G. Approved by Appropriate Dean:

II. Course Specifies:

A. Title: Anthropology 21. Archaeology of the Bay Area (prehistoric)

HourslWeek: Total of 18 lecture hours as scheduled

C. Units: 1 unit.

D. Prerequisite: None

E. Course Description: An archaeological examination of San Francisco Bay area
prehistory. Investigation of the archaeological record created over the last 10,000
years, to review the culture and society of the native American people whoJ'ir:st
populated the San Francisco Bay region. Consideration given to how these people
lived, worked and interacted as reflected in the material remains they left behind.
Particular emphasis placed on the cultural remains and artifacts recently excavated
from archaeological sites found in San Francisco at such places as the Presidio,
Mission Dolores, the Financial District and South of Market.

F. Field Trips: One field trip per semester to a location where recent archaeological
excavations have been conducted and/or significant archaeological collections are
available for viewing. For example, the San Francisco Presidio, Sanchez Adobe
(pacifica), Coyote Point Park (Fremont), or an archaeological excavation site in
progress.



G. Grading: Letter grade or credit/no credit

H. Course Repeatability: Course may not be repeated and is not open to students
who have completed Anth 41E.

III. Catalogue Description - Examination of the archaeological record created by the native
American people who first populated the San Francisco Bay Area. Cultural remains
and artifacts recently excavated from the Presidio, Mission Dolores, the Financial
District, south of Market, and other sites will be considered to ascertain how these
people lived, worked and interacted.

IV. Course Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Defme archaeology and describe its basic techniques.

2. Define some of the core concepts of anthropology including: cultural relativism,
enthnocentrism and acculturation as they pertain to San Francisco Bay Area
archaeology.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of the cultural diversity that is reflected in the
archaeological record of the San Francisco Bay Area.

4. Summarize and evaluate the contributions of the Native American peoples to the
development and growth of the San Francisco Bay Area.

5. Recognize and interpret the archaeological remains found in an urban setting.

V. Course Content:

Prehistoric Native American society and culture in the San Francisco Bay Area, as
reflected by the archaeological records, will be covered. Specifics topics discussed
include:

1. enthnographic and archaeological research

2. chronology

3. archaeological sites and their characteristics

4. human ecology

5. artifacts and material culture

6. contribution to development of the San Francisco Bay Area

7. relevance to the unique culture of contemporary San Francisco



VI. Instructional Methodology:

A. Methodology

Lecture and discussion with aid of multimedia presentations.

Field trips (s) to archaeological sites, museums and historical sites with the emphasis
on an in-depth examination of sites and collections.

B. Evaluation

Final examination will consist of a written report on the field trip experience and its
relevance to the overall course perspective or, a written report on a specific topic
covered in class such as Native way of life, subsistence economy, cultural ecology,
Native material culture, ethnographic research, a class of artifacts, prehistoric flora and
fauna, etc.

C. Text and Other Materials

1. Textbook:
2.
The Ohlone Way: Indian Life in the San Francisco-Monterey Bay Area, 1978 Malcolm
Margolin

2. Library Reference Materials:

Auxiliary books and articles will be place on reserve in the Reserve Book Room.

3. Other Instructional Materials

Class handouts of supplementary information, videos, maps, overhead transparencies
and slides will be used.

VII. Requested Credit Classification:

Credit /degree applicable: meets all standards of Title V, Section 55002.


