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II. TMI COURSE JUSTIFICATION

A. How is this course particularly suited to being offered online?
Anthropology 20 is appropriate for the online curriculum at City College of San Francisco
for several reasons. As a class traditionally offered at night at the James Lick campus,
Anthropology 20 atracts older students. Many have full-time jobs that require travel.
Others are enrolled at other nearby four year schools, and wish to add this course to their
transcript. As a subject that is rarely available at four year institutions, much less
community colleges, Anthropology 20 online has the potential of drawing a national or
even international class roster.

Anthropology 20 is the cross-cultural study of human sexuality, with sexual minorities
being the primary focus. As a result, the class attracts adventurous students looking for
something different. Many who enroll in Anthropology 20 are matriculated at four year
schools, doing graduate work, or are working adults who are simply intrigued by the
subject matter. The course includes some demanding, theoretically rich texts, and relies on
students being self-directed. Student success in Anthropology 20 requires discipline, time
management, and motivation, all attributes necessary for completing online coursework.

The material in the class, drawn from a wide range of anthropological writing, lends itself
to ongoing discussions in the classroom. By transferring the class to discussion boards
online, there should be lively contributions on the subject matter, enriched by the medium



of the internet. Students are often shy about speaking in a face-to-face class, particularly
when the subject is sexuality. This format allows for more sharing, time to reflect before
contributing to the discussions, and a means whereby shy students may speak with a
degree of anonymity inherent in distance learning.

Perhaps the most compelling justification for offering Anthropology 20 online is the
subject matter itself Many students who take this course may do so under a veil of
secrecy in a hostile, homophobic environment. This format allows them to enroll in an
intellectual, supportive course wherever they may be located. Since City College has one
of the nation's few Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender Studies Departments, and
Anthropology 20 is cross-listed with that department, offering the course online
continues a campus tradition of innovation in that field.

B. How does this course help meet the goals of the college, department, and program?
The goals and objectives of the college are based on the institution's strategic priorities and
include student access to CCSF, promoting student success by achievement of academic
goals, maintaining and improving overall student satisfaction with the college, and
strengthening and improving academic programs and curriculum offerings. To those ends,
the Behavioral Sciences Department meets those objectives and priorities. Because the
course material ofAnthropology 20 is so uncommon, the online offering of the course
stands to increase student access to CCSF considerably, contribute to students' academic
goals, increase student satisfaction, and make coursework available to busy, working
adults who could not otherwise enroll. Additionally, Anthropology 20 meets the
requirements for a number ofdegree programs, including CCSF's Sexual Health Education
certificate program, and satisfies Area D transfer requirement (Social and Behavioral
Sciences), Area H3 (Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual studies) CCSF graduation requirement,
and is transferable to all general CSU and UC campuses. With offering this course online,
it will further meet the educational needs of people entering or already in the work force.
During the Behavioral Sciences program review process in 2005, our department specified
that one of our major goals is to encourage and demonstrate a commitment to teaching
effectiveness and excellence. Therefore, we regularly strive to promote flexible delivery by
experimenting with and offering a wide variety of course formats and scheduling options.
This is to be the first online anthropology course at CCSF. Expanding our online course
offering to include Anthropology 20 would clearly help meet some ofthe major goals of
our department, various programs offered at CCSF, and the college community overall.

III. INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY

A. What methods of delivery will be used to offer this course?
This course will be delivered online. Text lectures and structured discussion postings will
be the primary forms of interaction.

B. What methods will be used to communicate between instructor and students?



Methods used to communicate between instructor and students will include online
lectures and discussion postings, email messages, and telephone contact if necessary.
C. How many hours per week are expected to use the specified technology?
The amount of time that students are expected to use the specified technology will vary
from person to person, but it will be required that students log-on to the course every 2-3
days. The assigned course work (both on and offiine) will require approximately nine
hours a week per student.
D. How will instructor and student contact be maintained, including the frequency of
contact?
Instructor and student contact will be maintained through required log-on to the course
and participation in discussion postings on a weekly basis. More frequent participation
via online interactions and/or telephone contact with the instructor will also be
encouraged.

IV. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

A. Assignments
1. Students will be given weekly reading assignments from the required textbooks
or articles and will be required to participate in a structured discussion ofcourse
material.
2. The instructor will post lectures covering announced weekly topics. Students
will be required to read these lectures and then respond to instructor posted
questions in the discussion section of the online course.
3. Students will be given a variety of short written assignments that require them
to demonstrate their mastery of theoretical information.
4. Students may be required to participate in pair and/or team activities and
presentations that require research on specific topics directly connected to course
content.
5. A formal research paper that conforms to specific guidelines provided by the
instructor.

B. Evaluations
1. Weekly quizzes and midterm and final exams will assess student's
understanding and ability to synthesize key concepts covered in the course.
2. The frequency and quality of interactions in structured discussions and other
forms of participation will be evaluated.
3. Completion and submission of brief written assignments that require students
to demonstrate their knowledge and ability to apply course material may also be
used in the evaluation process.
4. A team presentation of a course topic provided by the instructor may be
required and used in evaluation.
5. An individual research paper will be included in student evaluations. This
assignment will require critical thinking and that students successfully
demonstrate their ability to explain key course concepts.



C. Evaluation (test and exam) Protocols
Quizzes and exams will be administered online and must be taken within a
specified time frame.

D. Textbooks and Instructional Materials
1. Nanda, Serena (2000). Gender Diversity: Crosscultural Variations. Long
Grove, IL: Waveland.
2. Herdt, Gil (1997). Same Sex, Different Cultures: Exploring Gay &
Lesbian Lives. Oxford: Westview.
3. Robertson, Jennifer, ed. (2005). Same-Sex Cultures and Sexualities: An
Anthropological Reader. Oxford: Blackwell.
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III. Catalog Description
The roles and statuses ofhomosexuals and other sexual minorities in world cultures, with
examples from Native America, the Middle East, Africa, South America, Asia, and Europe.
Aspects of culture that affect the lives ofsexual minorities, including economics, religion, kinship,
marriage, and gender roles, will be examined.

IV. Major Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course the student will be able to:

A. Describe past and present anthropological research on homosexuals and other
sexual minorities in various cultures and cite various examples of current research
topics and controversies.

B. Evaluate genetic and evolutionary arguments used to explain homosexuality and justify

CCSF, Behavioral Sciences, Anthropology 20: The Anthropology ofHomosexualities, October
2007, page 1 of4



homosexual status in various societies.
C. Explain how the knowledge and perspective of anthropology (including archaeology,

biological anthropology, and linguistics) can further the understanding of homosexuals
in the contemporary world.

D. Describe the major social institutions and practices which determine homosexuals'
status and consider what cultural changes might cause a reversal or reconsideration of
that status.

E. Explain the factors that influence the homosexual's standing in various cultures, such as
economic, political, and religious participation, kinship roles and marriage rights.

F. Exhibit a detailed knowledge ofthe lives of homosexuals in a culture outside their own
G. Demonstrate understanding of the general perspective, terminology, and theories of

cultural anthropology as it relates to the study of homosexuality and human sexuality
in general.

H. Understand the various forms of human sexuality recognized by anthropologists and
other social scientists, including transsexuality, heterosexuality, homosexuality,
bisexuality, and asexuality.

V. Content
A. Introduction

1. Anthropology and the cross-cultural approach
2. The problem of semantics

B. Constructionism and Essentialism
1. History of the cross-cultural study of human sexualities
2. Science and folk wisdom
3. Introduction of key terminology

C. Human sexualities, marriage, and kinship
1. Hetero, homo, bi, trans, and asexualities
2. Sex as biology, gender as culture
3. Global survey of marriage systems

D. Ethnographies: North America
1. Two-Spirit and the cultural construction of gender and sexuality
2. History of Native North American sexuality studies
3. Survey ofcross-gender females
4. Contemporary Native North America, homosexuality, and Two-Spirit

E. Ethnographies: Africa
1. Nuer female-to-female ghost marriages
2. Lesotho "mummies and babies"
3. Nyakyusa warrior lovers
4. Historic studies by E. E. Evans-Pritchard on the Azande

F. Ethnographies: Asia
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1. The hijra of India
2. Marriage resistance in Hong Kong
3. The bissu of Sulawesi

G. Ethnographies: Latin America
1. Brazilian travestis
2. Male homosexuality in Mexico City

H. Ethnographies: Oceania
1. The Sambia ofNew Guinea
2. The Kimam ofIrian Jaya

I. Contemporary North America
1. The homosexual in American cultural history
2. The American homosexual civil rights movement

J. Homosexuality, Genetics, Primatology and Evolution
1. Genetic basis for sexual orientation
2. Evolutionary advantage in homosexual kin selection
3. Homosexuality in non-human primates

K. History ofWestern Persecution and Ascription of Pathology on Sexual Minorities
1. The "invert"
2. Key historic figures, including Magnus Hirschfeld, Edward Carpenter, Ruth
Benedict, Margaret Mead, Evelyn Hooker, and Alfred Kinsey

L. Rise of homophilie rights movements in the United States and Europe
1. The nineteenth century origin of the word "homosexual."
2. Industrialization, economic autonomy, and the rise of the modem homosexual.

VI. Instructional Methodology
A. Assignments:

1. Weekly reading outside of class
2. In-class and take home written assignments will include summarizing various
anthropological theories on homosexualities, responding to ethnographic materials
and drawing cross-cultural comparisons
3. Midterm and final exams will include multiple choice and true-false questions,
as well as in-class essays stressing retention of facts and expression of main
themes
4. An original research term paper is required that will include library research
and/or a participant observation study of the San Francisco gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgender community.
5. Ongoing in-class discussions of the weekly reading assignment and current
topics

B. Evaluation
1. Class discussion
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2. Written assignments as described above
3. Written term paper as described above
4. In-class written midterms and final exam comprised of multiple choice,
true/false, matching, and take home or in-class essay

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials
1. Students will receive periodic handouts pertaining to current issues in
anthropology and human sexuality.

2. Required text will consist of a course-specific reader compiled by the instructor
consisting of contemporary and historic research reports, book excerpts, and
articles from a variety of publications. Examples:

a.) D'Emilio, John. "Capitalism and Gay Identity." From Powers 0/
Desire: The Politics o/Sexuality. New York: Monthly Review Press, 1983.

b.) Evans-Pritchard, E. E. "Sexual Inversion Among the Azande." From
American Anthropologist, volume 72, number six, December 1970.

c.) Kennedy, Matthew. "Clothing, Gender, and Ritual Transvestism: The
Bissu of Sulawesi." From Journal 0/Men's Studies, volume two, number
one, August 1993.

d.)Kennedy, Matthew. "Darwin's Dead Ends." From Gay & Lesbian
Review Worldwide, Spring 2004.

VII. Title 5 Classification
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of the Title 5, Section 55002 (a)).
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