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February 2015 
Behavioral Sciences 
ANTIl2 
Archaeology and Prehistory 
Barbara Lass h!'lQJ-Jill /; 1i .... 
Raymond J. Gamba 

Lecture: 3 weekly (52.5 total) 
3 
None 
None 
None 
This course is designed to meet CCSF GE 
requirements in Social and Behavioral 
Sciences (Area D) and CSU GE 
requirements (IGETC Area D) and is also a 
required course for the AA-T/Anthropology 
major at CCSF. 
No 
Letter, PassINo Pass 
o 

Overview of contemporary archaeological methods of survey, excavation, analysis, and 
interpretation. Discussion of various theoretical approaches used to explain past human 
behavior. Thematic discussion of the major events in prehistory from hmnan origins to 
appearance of agriculture and cities. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Smnmarize the goals of archaeology and its subfields and specializations 
including cultural resource management. 

B. Analyze the changing features of archaeology over time from earliest 
practitioners, through the Renaissance, the 19th century, and into the 1960s. 

C. Evaluate major theories/explanations of culture change as used in archaeology. 
D. Categorize the nature and types of evidence found and studied in archaeology and 

assess contemporary scientific methods of studying that evidence. 
E. Compare, contrast, and evaluate the major industries of prehistory (e.g., stone, 

bone, cer31llic) as well as the origins of agriculture and civilization from the 
Lower Paleolithic through the Neolithic periods. 

F. Synthesize the major trends and problems in New World archaeology. 
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V.CONTENTS 
A. Anthropology and its subfields 

1. Cultural anthropology 
2. Linguistic anthropology 
3. Biological antbropology 
4. Archaeology 

B. Archaeology 
I. Goals of archaeology 

a. Reconstruct culture history 
b. Reconstruct past ways of life 
c. Explain culture change 

2. Specializations/distinctions within archaeology 
a. Old World archaeology 
b. New World archaeology 
c. Underwater archaeology 
d. Historical archaeology 

3. Nature of archaeological evidence 
a. Altifacts 
b. Ecofacts 
c. Structures 
d. Features 
e. Sites 
f. Context 

4. Uses Of applications of archaeology 
a. Satisfy human curiosity about the past 
b. Complete gaps in the historical record 
c. Sociopolitical agendas 
d. Practical applications of past technologies and customs 

C. History and development of archaeology 
1. Early archaeology 

a. Greek and Roman origins 
b. Renaissance scholars 
c. Nineteenth century ideas in the US and Europe 

2. Twentieth century archaeology in the US 
a. Archaeology before 1950 
b. Radiocarbon revolution oflate 1950s 
c. "New Archaeology" of the 19608 
d. Contemporary archaeology 

D. Theories of culture change 
1. Unilineal evolution 
2. Multilineal evolution 
3. Historicism 
4. Systems theory 
5. Political approaches 
6. Critical analysis 

E. Archaeological evidence 
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1. Inorganic materials 
a. Stone 
b. Ceramics 
c. Metals 

2. Organic materials 
a. Wood 
b. Fibers 
c. Animal tissue 
d. Bone 

3. Processes that affect archaeological sites 
a. Natural processes such as erosion 
b. Human processes such as looting 

F. Dating methods 
1. Relative dating methods 

a. Stratigraphy 
b. Seriation 

2. Absolute dating methods 
a. Radiocarbon dating 
b. Dendrochronology/tree ring dating 
c. Obsidian hydration dating 
d. Other absolute dating methods 

G. Field and laboratory methods 
1. Survey 

a. Documentary research 
b. Pedestrian survey 
c. Remote sensing techniques 

2. Excavation 
a. Plarming and sampling 
b. Record keeping 
c. Tools 

3. Laboratory methods 
a. Cleaning and conservation 
b. Labeling and cataloging 
c. Typology 

H. Archaeological interpretation 
1. Major aids in interpretation 

a. Experimental archaeology 
b. Ethnographic analogy 
c. Ethnoarchaeology 

2. Reconstructing and studying technology 
a. Stone tools 
b. Pottery 

3. Reconstructing and studying subsistence and diet 
a. Botanical remains 
b. Faunal remains 
c. Human remains 
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4. Reconstructing and studying settlement pattems 
a. Houses and structures 
b. Villages and settlements 
c. Regional settlement pattems 

5. Reconstmcting and studying trade and exchange 
6. Reconstructing and studying religion 

1. Overview of human prehistory 
1. Lower Paleolithic 

a. Stone tools 
b. HlUlting and gathering 
c. Use of fire 
d. Social organization 

2. Middle Paleolithic 
a. Stone tools 
b. Hunting and gathering 
c. Shelter 
d. Social organization 
e. Religion 

3. Upper Paleolithic 
a. Stone tools 
b. HlUlting and gathering 
c. Shelter 
d. Social organizati on 
e. Religion and art 

4. Paleoindians in the Americas 
a. Origins of Native Americans 
b. Stone tools 
c. HlUlting and gathering 
d. Social organization 

5. Mesolithic 
a. Stone tools and technology 
b. Transition to food production 

6. Archaic period in the Americas 
a. Stone tools and technology 
b. Transition to food production 

7. Neolithic 
a. Origins of agriculture 
b. Technology 
c. Settlements 
d. Social organization 
e. Religion and art 

8. Early agriculture in the Americas 
a. Origins of maize 
b. Technology 
c. Settlements 
d. Social organization 
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e. Religion and art 
9. Cities, states, and civilizations of the Old World and the Amelicas 

a. Origins of civilization 
b. Technology 
c. Art and architectme 
d. Sociopolitical organization 
e. Origins of writing 
f. Religion and science 

J. Contemporary archaeology 
1. Historical archaeology in the US 
2. Cultural resomce management 

a. CUlTent threats to cultmal resources (e.g., land development, looting) 
b. US federal and state laws and policies re: cultmal resources 

3. Ethical issues in archaeology 
a. Cultural property 
b. Archaeology and native peoples 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METIIODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

1. In-class Assignments 
a. Hands-on activities illustrating concepts covered in lectme and reading 

such as examining modem garbage to see how organic and inorganic 
materials preserve differently and sorting modem eating utensils into types 
to see how artifact typology is canied out 

b. Analysis and interpretation of maps, diagrams, and numerical data such as 
a map and inventory of artifacts from a hypothetical Native American site 

2. Out-of-class Assignments 
a. Reading assigned text on topics such as political uses of archaeology by 

the Nazis and recent research on Upper Paleolithic cave art 
b. Locating and reading an article on recent archaeological research and 

writing a 1-2 page essay identifying concepts and comse infolmation that 
are found in the article 

c. Reading assigned reading on ethical issues in archaeology such as the 
debate over whether archaeologists should excavate human remains and 
writing a 2-3 page essay comparing, contrasting, and evaluating both sides 
of the issue 

B. Evaluation 
1. Midterm examination(s) consisting of mUltiple choice and short essay 

questions on topics such as how organic and inorganic materials preserve 
differently or how stone tools of the Lower, Middle, and Upper Paleolithic 
differ 

2. Comprehensive fmal examination consisting of multiple choice and short 
essay questions on topics such as the uses or applications of archaeology or 
the current threats to cultmal resources 

3. Participation in and successful completion of written worksheets for in-class 
hands-on activities as specified above 

CCSF, Behavioral Sciences. ANTH 2. Archaeology and Prehistory, February 2015, Page 5 of 6 



4. Successful completion of written worksheets for in-class data analysis as 
specified above 

5. Two essays ofl-3 pages each as specified above 
C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials 

1. Parker and Angeloni, Annual Editions: Archaeology, 10th edition, 2013, 
McGraw-HilI. 

2. Fagan and Durrani, In the Beginning: an Introduction to Archaeology, 13th 
edition, 2014, Pearson. 

3. Gamble, Archaeology: the Basics, 3rd edition, 2015, Routledge. 
4. VideoslDVDs such as "Questioning the Past", "Privy to the Past", and 

"Discovering the Moche". 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a». 
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