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An understanding of racism, and its 
theoretical basis, race theory, is absolutely 
essential the study of modern history. Race 
theory, with its practical expression, racism, 
is a powerful current running through much 
of the social, cultural, economic, and 
political history of the U. S. Designed to 
fulfill GE requirements D and H for the 
associate degree and transfer to U CICSU 
No 
Letter, PassINo Pass 
o 

AF AM 42 explores the history of race theory and racism from early antecedents in 
antiquity through the emergence of modern race theory and racism in the 18th and 19th 
centuries to the present. It includes the ways that race theory has shaped intellectual 
discourse and popular consciousness. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Differentiate and explain the distinctions between race, ethnicity, nationality, 
caste, and socio-economic class. 

B. Explain how racism is socially constructed. 
C. Demonstrate an understanding that theories of race and the practice of racism 

have an origin, a history, and concrete manifestations in the worlds of politics, 
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economics, social structures, and culture that are comprehensible in the light of 
historical inquiry and critical analysis. 

D. Organize and describe, in general but chronologically ordered sequence, the 
evolution of ideas about race/color and their associations, if any, with cultural 
behavior, from the earliest historical evidence that we have of them to the present. 

E. Propose concrete examples of how race theory and racism have been insinuated 
into the practical worlds of politics, economics, social structures, intellectual 
discourse, and popular culture and consciousness in the modern world, especially 
in the modern West with an emphasis on the United States. In addition, attention 
will be given to modern Europe, the Middle East, East and South Asia, the 
Caribbean and Latin America. 

F. Compare and contrast ideas and beliefs about race/color and culture between 
different but contemporary societies, and between different historical periods. 

O. Compare and contrast ideas that, in the past, developed in non-Western societies 
about the "other," and try to determine whether or not ffi1y of these constitute an 
independent invention of race theory and/or racism. 

V. CONTENTS 
A. What is Race? Definitions 

I. Anthropological-biological definitions and their variations through the 19th 
and 20th centuries. 
a. The growth of physical anthropology as a discipline self-described as 

being devoted to the study of racial differences. 
b. The development of systems of racial classification 

1. Physical types 
2. Racial essence 
3. Racial capacity 
4. Race instinct 

2. Assimilation of Race Theory into the Western Intellectual Traditional history 
3. The evolution of sociological definitions of race in the second half of the 20th 

Century 
a. An alternative to anthropological definitions 
b. Means of preserving the language, structures, and essence of racial 

classifications 
c. Questionable reliance on "physical type," 
d. Discrediting of theories of racial superioritylinferiority. 

B. Popular Constructions of Race in Cross-Cultural and Time Perspective 
1. Popular conceptions of racial groups and racial identification in the United 

States today. 
2. Popular perceptions of race and racial identity did not exist in British North 

American prior to the 18th Century. 
3. The manner in which these ideas evolve, and the forms that they assume in 

contrast and comparison to the forms they assume today. 
C. Race, Color, and Notions of Culture and Their Relationships in the Ancient 

World. 
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1. What we know about how peoples in Antiquity viewed variations in human 
and other somatic differences: "barbarian," "manfooted animal," and "natural 
slaves" of the ancient Greeks: Why these are not, and could not, be racial 
categories. Ancient Greek perceptions of Egyptians and "Ethiopians," that is 
Nubians/Kushites. 

2. Roman perceptions of color and culture: Germans, Celts, Greeks, Syrians, 
Jews, Carthaginians, and ofNubians/Kushites ("Ethiopians") Egyptians, and 
other dark- and black-skinned peoples. 

3. Contrasting views of Greeks and Romans in the cultural and somatic 
descriptions of "Barbarian peoples. 

4. Contrasting views of scholars on the question of the existence of racism in 
Antiquity: The writings of Snowden, Thompson, Isaac, Lewis, and 
Goldenberg. 

5. Contrasting views in the interpretation of the historical data. 
D. Race, Color, and Notions of Culture in the European Renaissance and Early 

Modern Era 
1. Ideas about race and culture in the European Middle Ages. How the non

European "other" was conceptualized. 
2. The "Wild and Savage Irish:" The first "non-European" other for the English. 

Ireland, the first English colony, and the context for the development ofthe 
idea of the "savage" in English consciousness, theory, and political practice. 

3. Western Europe's "first contact" with the worlds of sub-Saharan Africa, 
America, Southeast Asia, and the Pacific Ocean Basin. The idea of the 
"Savage," and Europeans' first perceptions of tropical Africans, 
Indigenous/First Nations, and Pacific Islanders. 

4. The evidence for how non-European peoples conceptualized Europeans upon 
first contact 

E. Race and the Enlightenment. 
1. The origins of modern race theory and its practical expression in the rise of 

modern racism. 
2. The Theory of Progress and the Theory of Cultural Evolution. 

a. The convergence with Modern Race Theory. Three stage and four stage 
theories of socio-cultural evolution and the evolution of human economic 
systems. 

b. The relationship of the conquest and colonization of the Americas, and the 
rise and expansion of the Atlantic Slave Trade: Both provide the context in 
which the "reasoned" and "scientific" discourse on human differences 
unfolds. 

3. The essential role of Enlightenment thinkers in the creation of race theory and 
modern racism: Linnaeus, Leclerc, and Buffon. 

4. David Hume on the unity of racial and national characteristics. 
5. Immanuel Kant on the different races of mankind and their innate 

characteristics 
6. Friedrich Hegel on the geographical basis of world history and the non

historical character of Africa and the "Negro race" 
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7. American Philosophe: Thomas Jefferson and his attempt to place the 
discussion of race into a "scientific" and "rational" framework. 

8. Enlightenment challengers to the doctrine of racial superiority and inferiority: 
John Beattie's response to Hume; Johann Blumenbach's challenge to theories 
of racial inferiority. 

F. The Crystallization of Modern Race Theory and Racism in the 19th century. 
1. The origins and evolution of physical anthropology: The development of 

theories, tools and teclmiques. 
2. Theories of the origins of races: Monogenesis versus Polygenesis 
3. Josiah Nott: Preeminent scholar on the anthropology of the "Negro race" 
4. The evolutionary path of race theory in the context ofthe struggle over 

slavery in pre-Civil War America. 
5. Race theory in Europe: The discovery of "races within races;" national and 

ethnic differences recast in the mold ofrace: "Aryans" and "Semites" 
6. The role of the rise of modern imperialism and colonization in the 

crystallization of race theories that were firmly rooted in the notion of the 
inherent inferiority of peoples physically different (or alleged to be) from 
Europeans and people of European ancestry. 

7. Theories of intra-race race differences are imported into the U. S. in response 
to the great wave of European immigration into the country at the end of the 
19th and beginning of the 20th Century. 

8. The impact of modern race theory on perceptions of race/color in the Middle 
East, East and South Asia, the Caribbean, and Latin America in the 19th and 
20th centuries. 

G. The 20th Century Challenge to Racism in the U. S.: Theory and practice 
1. The emergence of anti-racist, anti-segregationist national organizations, and 

the beginnings of sustained legal battles and popular protest against racist 
policies and practices. 

2. The dual rise of a significant intellectual challenge to race theory and racism 
both within and outside of the academy. 

3. The emergence of a powerful, positive sense of self-identity, a positive "race 
consciousness" most dramatically manifest in the cultural, intellectual, 
political movement self-identified as the "New Negro Movement," known to 
historians as The "Harlem Renaissance" 

4. World War II, Nazism, and the discrediting of racism: The Western response 
to atrocities committed by the Nazi regime, and guided by theories some of 
which were imported from the U. S., but all of which were, without exception, 
part of the stock of race theory firmly embedded inthe Western Intellectual 
Tradition 

5. The rise of the anti-colonial struggles of the "Third World," of the struggles of 
"racial minorities" and "etlmic minorities" in the "First World" 

6. Racism under siege: The political, social, intellectual, and cultural contexts for 
the "retreat" of racism. 

H. The Last Days of the 20th Century and the Rise ofa New Millennium: A "Post
Racial World" or does "The Emperor Have New Clothes"? 
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1. The charge that capitulation to political pressure (as in the case of the Civil 
Rights Movement), and "political correctness," have stifled legitimate and 
genuine scientific inquiry into possible biological/genetic human differences. 

2. The Bell Curve, the last, and greatest stand against the effects of "political 
correctness" in "legitimate" intellectual discourse on race 

3. The recapitulation of race theory: The contemporary writings of Jared Taylor, 
Phillipe Rushton, Michael Levin, and others. 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assignments 

I. In class assignment: Class discussions on readings, lectures, and film 
documentaries such as discuss how the construction and reconstruction of race 
is exemplified in the documentary, "Race the Power of an Illusion". 

2. Out of class assignments 
a. Assigned selected readings on topics such as the history of the idea of 

race; Ways the people in the pre-modern world thought about and 
commented on human somatic differences and their possible relationship 
to culture; Race and Enlightenment thought; Race theory and conceptions 
of history. 

b. Brief, two-page summaries bi-weekly of selected readings. 
c. A 7-10 page essay providing a deeper investigation or analysis of one of 

the themes/topics of the class such as race theories and racism as historical 
phenomena; Ideas and explanations across time of somatic differences 
between human groups; The emergence of modern race theories and the 
practice of racism as products of the Enlightenment; Perpetuation of race 
theories and the practice of racism in the late 20th and early 21 st centuries. 

B. Evaluation. 
I. Students will complete five examinations in the semester. 

a. Exams one and two will cover such topics as the idea of race, race 
theories, and racism as historical phenomena, with an origin and course of 
historical development; Race is not a genetic reality; The development of 
racism in the context of politics, social structures, economic organization 
etc. 

b. Exams three and four will cover such topics as the rise of modern racism 
in Western Europe and the U. S. as an ideological bi-product of the 
conquest and colonization of the Americas and the expansion of the 
Atlantic Slave Trade and 

c. American Slavery, the diffusion of race theory and racism throughout the 
Western World and beyond; Comparison and contrast between racism in 
different modern societies; Conflation of the notion of race with ethnicity, 
nationality, caste, etc. The evolution of racial consciousness from the 19th 
through the 20th Centuries and the assimilation of racism to theories of 
socio-cultural evolution, modernity, progress, popular culture, etc.; 
Challenges to modern racism-intellectual, cultural, and through anti
racist popular movements. 
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d. The seven to ten page final paper will be graded and returned with clear 
and concise comments such as to leave little reasonable question as to 
what sorts of considerations went into the instructor's evaluation. 
Evaluation will be based on the following: The student's ability to set out a 
hypothesis; to completely muster the necessary data/evidence drawn from 
a range of the sources provided in the readings, lectures, and film 
documentaries used in the course; to construct a coherent, consistent 
presentation of the material which demonstrates more than superficial 
grasp; and to provide a compelling argument in support thesis/hypothesis 
that, even if it does not convince, it forces consideration of its analysis. 

C. Textbooks and other instructional materials 
I. Emmanuel C. Eze, ed. Race and the Enlightenment: A Reader. Blackwell. 

1997. 
2. George M. Frederickson. Racism: A Short History. Princeton. 2002. 
3. Joseph Graves, Jr. The Emperor's New Clothes: Biological Theories of Race 

at the Millennium. Rutgers University Press. 2003. 
4. Audrey Smedley. Race in North America: Origin and Evolution of a World 

View. Westview Press. 2007. 
5. "Race: The Power of an Illusion." Documentary 
6. Supplemental readings 

a. Theodore W. Allen. The Invention of the White Race: The Origin of 
Racial Oppression in America. Verso. 1997. 

b. Stephen J. Gould. The Mismeasure of Man. W. W. Norton. 1996. 
c. Ashley Montagu, ed. The Concept of Race. Greenwood Press. 1980. 
d. Steve Olson. Mapping Human History: Genes, Race, and Our Common 

Origins. Houghton Mifflin. 2003. 
e. Frank Snowden, Before Color Prejudice. Harvard. 1983. 
f. Library resources such as a JSTOR which includes access to peer

reviewed journals (e.g. Journal of the History ofIdeas). 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDITIDEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)). 
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