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A theoretical and empirical approach to study of criminal investigation, focusing on 
specific challenges of criminal investigations, as well as ethics in the criminal 
investigative process. The student will study the principles of investigation, the 
investigation of specific offenses, the investigator in the judicial process, and the 
specialized scientific methods of crime detection. 

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to: 

A. Prepare a preliminary investigation related to crime scene examination 
B. Describe search and seizure protocols related to arrest 
C. Distinguish characteristics of criminal suspects. 
D. Analyze the criminal intelligence function. 
E. Organize undercover and surveillance operations. 
F. Manage interviews and interrogations. 
G. Analyze the development and management ofinforrnants. 
H. Synthesize various investigative techniques for specific criminal offenses such as 

wrongful deaths, assaults, sex offenses, child abuse, burglary, larceny, arson and 
bombings, and special investigations involving terrorism. 

h Compare and contrast critical ethical issues 
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J. Analyze the role of the investigator in the judicial process 

V.CONTENT 
A. Evolution of criminal investigation and criminalistics 

1. English heritage 
2. American history of criminal investigations 
3. Criminal investigation research 
4. Computer-aided investigations 

B. Crime and its investigation 
1. Objectives of criminal investigation 
2. Definition and elements of a crime 
3. Differentiating and defining various criminal activities 
4. Modes of investigation 
5. Role of the criminal investigator 
6. Criminal law process: from investigation through prosecution 
7. Warrants: Fourth Amendment and the exclusionary rule 

C. Crime scene and its associative procedures 
1. Identifying a crime scene 
2. Securing crime scene 
3. Interviewing witnesses 
4. Collecting evidence 
5. Documenting all procedures 

D. Physical evidence 
1. Direct and circumstantial evidence 
1. Identification 
2. Collection 
3. Chain of custody 
4. Electronic evidence 
5. Fingerprints & DNA 

E. Field notes, report writing and follow-up investigations 
1. The police officer's notebook 
2. Accuracy and note-taking system 
3. Writing an official police report 
4. Use of notes and reports in the courtroom 

F. Crime laboratory and the investigative process 
1. Laboratory procedures 
2. Components of a crime lab 
3. Fingerprint identification 
4. DNA evidence 
5. Trace evidence 
6. Evidence handling and storage 

G. Interviews, interrogations and the polygraph 
1. Interviews compared to interrogations 
2. Victim/Witness interview process 
3. Suspect interrogation methods 
4. Miranda warnings 
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5. Volunteered statements 
6. Polygraph administration, accuracy and admissibility 

H. Crime scene photography and sketching 
I. Photographic methods and procedures 
2. Equipment and usage 
3. Types and methodology of crime sketches 

I. Undercover procedures, skills, and surveillance techniques 
1. Preparing and inlplementing surveillance 
2. Use of specialized equipment 
3. Establishing and using informants 

J. Recognition and investigation of drug abuse 
1. Types of drugs and drug abusers 
2. Evolution of drug laws and drug culture 
3. Hazards and protocols of drug lab seizure 

K. Larceny, burglary, robbery, and vehicle theft related cases 
1. Legal classifications 
2. Establishing perimeters 
3. Recovering stolen property 

1. Sexual assault related crimes/crimes against children 
1. Victim services 
2. Domestic violence protocols 
3. Forensic interviews 
4. Interviewing minors 

M. Injnry and death investigations 
1. Types of wrongful death 
2. Handling special situations at the scene 

N. Critical ethical issues 
1. Constitutional 
2. Professional 
3. Courtroom 
4. Individual 
5. Organizational 

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY 
A. Assigmnents 

1. In-class: Problem solving exercises and discussions on such topics as field 
notes, crime scene observations, and contemporary ethical issues, criminal lab 
practices, contemporary ethical issues. 

2. Out-of-class: 
a. Crime scene sketch project demonstrating knowledge of the projection 

method of crime scene sketching. 
b. Problem-solving exercises on topics such as ethical issues, rape crisis, 

physical evidence, interviews and interrogation, in the form of a term 
paper. 

B. Evaluation 
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1. Periodic written quizzes on such topics as police department functions, types 
of evidence, crime scene procedures, identification techniques, criminal lab 
procedures, elements of a crime, the role of the criminal investigator, and 
contemporary ethical issues. 

2. In-class participation in problem-solving exercises on such topics as field 
notes, surveillance, crime scene observation, and contemporary ethical issues. 
Midterm examination on topics such as objectives of criminal investigations, 
modes of investigations, criminal activities, and the criminal law process. 

3. Term paper on topics such as rape crisis services, gang task force functions, 
community based policing, and contemporary or current criminal issues and 
possible ethical considerations. 

4. Final examination on topics such as physical evidence, chain of custody, 
writing an official police report, DNA evidence, the difference between 
interviews and interrogations, and serious injury and death investigations. 

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials: Pearson Criminal Investigation, 3rd 

Custom Edition City College of San Francisco, Pearson Learning Solutions: New 
York 2011; Ethics in Criminal Justice, 1 sl Edition, McGraw-Hill Irwin: New York 
2009. 

VII. TITLE 5 CLASSIFICATION 
CREDIT/DEGREE APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a». 
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