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III. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
A study of the forms which evidence can take in court, and the evolution of
procedural safeguards that govern the admissibility of evidence, thereby ensuring
due process of law and fair justice for all litigants.

IV. MAJOR LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of this course a student will be able to:

A. Describe the reasons and purposes for the Rules of Evidence.
B. Compare and contrast the various forms which evidence can take and the role it

plays in the judicial process in the courtroom.
C. Analyze the issues in determining if a witness is competent and credible to testify.
D. Interpret the concept of witness privileges, the various categories of privileges,

and the legal theories in support of relationship-based privileges.
E. Apply the workings of the Fourth Amendment in protecting people from

unreasonable searches and seizures by the government, through the
implementation of the Exclusionary Rule.

F. Compare and contrast the theory behind the Miranda Decision and its application
in protecting the Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination and the Sixth
Amendment right to counsel.
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v. CON--rENT
A. Introduction to evidence

1. Evidence defined
2. Its purposes
3. Reasons for the rules of evidence
4. Exclusionary rule

B. Ways of presenting evidence
1. Direct evidence
2. Circumstantial evidence
3. Presumptions
4. Inferences
5. Stipulations
6. Judicial notice

C. Witness testimony
1. Examining witnesses

a. Ordinary witnesses
b. Expert witnesses

2. Opinion evidence rule
D. Writings

1. Authentication requirement
2. Best evidence rule
3. Reasonable expectation of privacy
4. Recordings
5. Photographs

E. Material objects
1. Authentication
2. Chain of custody
3. Demonstrative evidence
4. Collection and preservation of evidence
5. Self-incrimination

F. Relevancy
1. Threshold requirement for admissibility
2. Relevancy argued and analyzed
3. The court as gatekeeper of evidence

G. Witness competency and credibility
1. Competency defined
2. Test for competency
3. Assessment of credibility
4. Impeachment of witnesses
5. Rehabilitation of witnesses

H. Burden of proof
1. Proof defined
2. Burdens of proof

I. Witness privileges
1. Privilege defined
2. Categories of privileges
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a. Privilege against self-incrimination
b. Spousal privilege
c. Confidential marital communication privilege
d. Attorney-client privilege
e. Physician-patient privilege
f. Psychotherapist-patient privilege
g. Clergy-penitent privilege
h. News reporter-source privilege
i. Official government information privilege

J. Hearsay evidence
1. I-Iearsay evidence defined
2. General rule excluding hearsay evidence
3. Forms of admissible hearsay

3. Admissions and confessions
b. Spontaneous (excited) statements
c. Dying declarations
d. Prior inconsistent statements
c. Prior consistent statements
f Former testimony
g. Business records
h. Government records
i. Past recollection recorded

K. Fourth Amendment and search and seizure issues
1. The function ofthc exclusionary rule
2. 4th Amendment prohibition against illegal searches and seizures
3. Types of reasonable searches and seizures

a. Searches pursuant to search warrant
i. Issuance of a search warrant
ii. Execution of a search warrant

b. Consent searches
c. Probation and parole searches
d. Exigent circumstance searches
c. Searches incident to a lawful arrest
f. Adrninistrative searches
g. Vehicle searches based on probable cause
h. 'rowed vehicle inventory searches

L. The Miranda Decision and testimonial evidence
1. When the Miranda admonition is required
2. Rights against self-incrimination
3. Rights to counsel
4. Issues pertaining to custody status
5. What constitutes interrogation
6. Issues regarding waivers of rights

a. rnioxication
b. I .anguagc barriers
c. Intcllcctua1capaci ty
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d. Juveniles
e. Coercive behavior by the police

M. Methods of identification of suspects by witnesses
1. Field show-ups
2. Photo line-ups
3. Physical line-ups

VI. INSrrRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
A. Assignments

1. In-class assignments: class discussions based on current legal
developments that relate to the subject matter of the course, such as in
high-profile cases that raise issues regarding searches and seizures, the
admissibility of evidence in court, and other relevant due process
considerations.

2. Class discussion on student in-class presentation of current news article
about a relevant event pertinent to class subject as well as discussion
related to weekly class reading assignments.

3. Out-of-class assignments
a. Students are directed to find legal matters as reported in the media

and bring these matters into the classroom for discussion and
analysis in relation to the material being covered in class.

b. Students are encouraged to attend court proceedings, in particular
felony preliminary hearings and criminal jury trials, to see what
they are learning in class as applied in the actual practice of law.

c. Weekly reading assignments to be used for class discussions of
course materials.

B. Evaluation
1. Midterm examination covering all lectures, classroom activities and

class discussions for the first half of the semester.
2. Final examination evaluating the student's understanding of all items

covered in all lectures, classroom activities and class discussions for the
second half of the semester; final examination to consist of multiple
choice test and a written essay assignment on such topics as burden of
proof, hearsay evidence, the exclusionary rule, and testimonial
evidence.

3. Classroom interaction and discussions on out of class assignments.
4. Term project: written paper on a topic covered in class or on a

contemporary matter in the judicial system related to the legal aspects
of evidence.

C. Textbooks and other Instructional Materials
1. Text: California Criminal Evidence Guide: A Handbook for the

Criminal Justice Student, loth Edition (2012), Raymond Hill, Halleck
Creek Publishing

2. Instructor-prepared Handouts intended to supplement the text or to
explain or illustrate a concept or topic.
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VII. TITLE 5 CI~ASSIFICATION:

CREDIT/DEG.R.l~E APPLICABLE (meets all standards of Title 5. Section 55002(a)).
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