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easily with standard power equipment.  Slope stability is good in dry weather, but very poor in 

wet weather.  Seismic stability is moderate.  Foundation support capacity would depend on the 

specific material at the site.6  The soil conditions of the underlying bedrock would likely require 

driven piles for foundation support.  The excavation and pile-driving activities for this alternative 

would have short-term construction noise and air quality effects on the surrounding neighborhood. 

 These effects would be limited with standard mitigation measures.  Short-term construction 

effects would not be avoided, but would not be significant adverse effects under CEQA. 

As with the Project, this alternative would be expected not to have significant adverse impacts on 

Geology and Soils, Hazards, Public Services, Utilities, Wind, Air Quality, and Noise.  Unlike the 

Project, this alternative may have adverse impacts on Land Use and Zoning, Historic Resources, 

and Shadows. 

Alternative E would accommodate the programs envisioned by the District.  While the building 

would be designed to provide adequate disabled, pedestrian, and bicycle access, the relatively 

steep slope of Filbert Street would make it difficult for persons in wheelchairs and the elderly to 

access the site, compared to the Project site. 

The District would not pursue this alternative at this time because of the site constraints presented 

by land use, visual quality, and parking conditions.   

C.  ENVIRONMENTALLY SUPERIOR ALTERNATIVE 

An EIR is required to identify an environmentally superior alternative from among the range of 

reasonable alternatives that are evaluated.  Section 15126.6(e) of the CEQA Guidelines requires 

that an environmentally superior alternative be designated and states that “if the environmentally 

superior alternative is the ‘no project’ alternative, the EIR shall also identify an environmentally 

superior alternative among the other alternatives”. 

 
5  Mark Luellen, preservation Coordinator, San Francisco Planning Department, electronic correspondence with 

PBS&J, March 30, 2007. 
6  Schlocker, J.C., et al, Geology of the San Francisco North Quadrangle, California, United States Geological 

Survey, Miscellaneous Geologic Investigations Map I-272, Washington, D.C., 1958, scale 1:24 000. 
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From the alternatives evaluated for the Project, the environmentally superior alternative would be 

the No Project Alternative.  This alternative would avoid all significant impacts associated with 

the Project.  However, in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines, an environmentally superior 

alternative must also be selected from the remaining alternatives.  Alternative A would avoid the 

significant unavoidable visual quality impact of the Project because two 65-foot-tall buildings 

would be constructed.  However, Alternative A would not meet all of the program goals of the 

Project.  As noted above, Alternative A could accommodate about 38,750 asf compared to the 

83,325 asf for the Project, or about 45 percent of the entire program proposed for the Project.   
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