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         Reference List: APA Style (American Psychological Association) 
 

Books (Print) 
Elements of Book Citation Sample Citations 

Single Author 
Last name, First initial, middle initial (if given). 

(Date). Title. Place of publication: Publisher. 

Browne, S. (2004). Buddha’s dogs. New York: Four Way 
Books. 

Multiple authors (see note below) 
Last name and initials of first author, ‘&’ last name 

and initials of second author. (Date). Title. Place 
of publication: Publisher.  

Beck, C.A.J., & Sales, B.D. (2001). Family mediation: Facts, 
myths, and future prospects. Washington, DC: American 
Psychological Association.  

An edited book 
Editor. (Ed.). (Date). Title. Place of publication: 

Publisher. 

Benson, S. G. (Ed.). (2003). Hispanic American almanac: A 
reference work on Hispanics in the United States. 
Detroit: Gale Research. 

Essay or chapter in a book 
Author of essay. (Date).Title of essay. ‘In’ Editor 

(Ed.), Title of book (Page numbers). Place of 
publication: Publisher. 

Adams, J. (1996). Interracial marriage cannot be treated 
identically to same-race marriage. In B. Szumksi (Ed.), 
Interracial America: Opposing viewpoints (pp. 216-219). San 
Diego: Greenhaven.  

Encyclopedia Article 
Author of article (if known). (Date). Title of 

Article.’In’ Encyclopedia title. (Volume and page 
#’s). City: Publisher. 

Allen, A. L. (1995). Privacy in health care. In W.T. Teich 
(Ed.), Encyclopedia of bioethics. (Vol. 1, pp. 213-220). 
New York: MacMillan-Simon. 

Newspapers, Magazines or Scholarly Journals (Print Sources Only) 
Weekly / monthly magazine article  
Author. (Year, month day). Title of article. 

Magazine Name, volume number, pages. 

Silver, M. (1997, June 16). Would you care for a V or an S 
with your PG? U.S. News & World Report, 122, 59. 

Scholarly journal article  
Author. (Year). Title of article. Journal Name, 

volume number (Issue number), pages. 

Ortiz, B. (1989). Mount Diablo as myth and reality: An Indian 
history convoluted. The American Indian Quarterly, 13(4), 
457-65.  

Newspaper article  
Author. (Year, month day). Title of article. 

Newspaper Name, Section Page. 

Mifflin, L. (1997, July 25). TV ratings are mired in demand by 
industry. New York Times, p. A10. 

• Double-space all lines. Indent one-half inch after the first line. Examples provided on this handout are single spaced to save space.  
• A Reference List must be in alphabetical order by author or by title, if author’s name is unavailable.  Do not divide list by type or 

format of item. 
• If there are more than 6 authors for a given work, list the first six and separate by commas. Following the sixth author add, ‘et al.’ Do 

not use ‘&.’  
• Capitalize significant words in the title of a periodical. Italicize the name of the journal and volume number, but NOT the issue number. 
• Capitalize only the first significant word of a book title and subtitle and italicize the book title.  

For more information, consult Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th ed. (REF BF 76.7 .P83, 2001) and 
APA Style Guide to Electronic Resources, 2007 (REF BF 76.7 .A73 2007). 
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Electronic Books 
Author. (Date). Title of the Book. Place of 

publication: Publisher. Retrieval date, name 
of database. 

Bloom, H. (1996). Mark Twain’s adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 
Broomall, PA: Chelsea. Retrieved May 15, 2006, from 
NetLibrary. 

Web Pages and Documents 
(Citing an entire web site – is done by giving the site address in the text of the paper. Entire web sites are 

NOT included in the Reference list.) 

Provide the following elements if available 

1. Name of author, editor or name of 
Organization. 

2. Date of publication/last update of web 
document. Use (n.d.) when date unavailable. 

3. Title. 
4. Date of access/when did you last access 

this website? (format: month, day year) 
5. Name of sponsoring organization. 
6. URL of website (Or if very long, the URL 

of the site’s search page). 
Notes:  
• If no author, editor, or organization name is 

available, begin with the title, followed by 
date, publication information, etc.  

• If the citation ends with a URL, there is NO 
final period. 

Examples of a document on a website 

Greater Milford (CT) Area Healthy Community 2000, Task Force 
on Teen and Adolescent Issues. (n.d.). Who has time for a 
family meal? You do! Retrieved October 5, 2006, from 
http://www.familymealtime.org 

Chou, L., McClintock, R., Moretti, F. & Nix, D.H. 
(1993).Technology and education: New wine in new bottles: 
Choosing pasts and imagining educational futures. Retrieved 
August 24, 2006 from Columbia University, Institute for 
Learning Technologies website http://www.ilt. 
Columbia.edu/publications/papers/newwine1.html 

Examples of Articles from Online Periodicals 

1. Magazine if also in print:  

Sarewitz, D., & Pielke, R. (2000, July). Breaking the Global 
warming gridlock. [Electronic version]. The Atlantic Monthly, 
286(1), 54-64. 

2. Internet-only journal 

O’Connor, R. M. (2002). Cultivating positive emotions to optimize 
health and well-being. Prevention & Treatment, 3, Article 1a. 
Retrieved November 20, 2007, from http://journals.apa.org/ 
prevention/volume3/pre0030001a.html  

Articles from Electronic Databases (Gale, Proquest, CQ Researcher) 
Electronic Database Articles 

Provide the following elements if available 
 

1. Name of author. 
2. Date 
3. Article title. 
4. Journal title.  
5. Volume (issue for journals), page number. 
6. Date article retrieved. 
7. Name of electronic database service. 

 

Magazine article from Ethnic Newswatch 

Auld, L. (2002, October 31). Teaching tolerance:  Nourishing 
interracial friendships. Biracial Child, 7, 20. Retrieved January 
5, 2008, from Ethnic Newswatch database. 

Journal article from Gale Expanded Academic ASAP 

Schraw, G., & Graham, T. (1997). Helping gifted students develop 
metacognitive awareness. Roeper Review, 20(2), 4-8. 
Retrieved December 14, 2007, from Expanded Academic 
ASAP database. 

Newspaper article from ProQuest Newspapers: 

Arkin, W. M. (2002, November 24). Defense strategy: The military’s 
new war on words. Los Angeles Times, p. M1. Retrieved 
August 10, 2006 from ProQuest Newspapers database.  
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