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Updating and checking for Viruses in Mac Virex 7
Your new system comes with state-of-the-art virus software: McAfee’s Virex, version 7. Our GroupWise email server also checks for viruses.
Once a month, unless you hear that new Mac viruses are circulating (highly unlikely) perform two actions: 

1. Update your virus data files
2. Run Virex to check your documents for viruses.
The two parts of virus protection

1: Virus programs: To prevent viruses from damaging your system, a virus-checking program must run on your computer to check your files. 

2: Virus definitions: Since new viruses appear constantly, virus software must keep up. McAfee creates monthly data files to identify new viruses for the Mac Virex program and posts them on its Web site. CCSF copies them onto our own server for quicker access. To update your copy of Virex, you must download these updated virus definition files to your system.

Updating your data files: Step-by-step
These instructions use a browser to copy files from the Network Associates server to your computer. You can of course use Fetch if you are familiar with it.

Go to the Mac Virex folder on CCSF‘s sol server
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Open the Internet Explorer browser by clicking its Dock icon.
2. Click once in the Address box to highlight everything and type:
ftp://ftp.nai.com/virusdefs/mac/virex7

Note: There is no http:// or www in this address.

A page opens showing the latest Virex files on the Network Associates/McAfee web site. The one you want has a name of this form:
· Starts with V7 (for Mac Virex 7) followed by

· Numbers that  indicate a date (in the example below it’s 030917)
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Then the .gz suffix 

3. Double-click the filename to download the file to your desktop.
TO set where you want to download, see Setting your Download options on page 4.
4. Wait! Depending on your connection speed, the file may take a while to download (download = copy to your computer’s disk). 
Installing the data file
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Name
Readme.txt

V7030917.97
Vidist.txt

Vx7-4160.52

Size
22K
4,133K
4K
2811K

Kind
ASCII Text

Gnu ZIP Archive
ASCII Text

Gnu ZIP Archive

Last Modified
Wed, Sep 17, 2003, 4:00 AM
Wed, Sep 17, 2003, 4:00 AM
Wed, Sep 17, 2003, 4:00 AM
Mon, Mar 25, 2002, 5:00 AM



When the download has finished, exit your browser and go to your desktop. If the file has automatically expanded itself, you’ll see a file with the name you downloaded, and another one, with a different icon and a name formed from the original filename, ending in .pkg instead of .gz.
If you don’t see the second file (the one with a name ending in .pkg), double-click the .gz file to expand it into a .pkg file).
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This .pkg file is the one you’ll use to update your copy of Virex.

1. Double-click the file’s icon to run it.
The installation will take you through a series of screens. Click Next or OK to go through each of them.
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When asked to enter your “passphrase”, enter the password that you use to log into the computer.

3. When asked where to install, click your Mac’s Hard Disk icon.

4. Click through until asked to Restart. Go ahead and click restart to finish the installation.

Checking data file dates
At the bottom of the Virex program window you can see two dates. 
The second is the data file date. It won’t be the day you downloaded the file: new data files are usually issued once a month, so the date could be close to a month earlier than when you downloaded.
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Checking your files/folders for viruses

1. On the Dock, click the Virex icon to start Virex.

2. The Virex program window opens.
3. Open a finder window showing the folders/files you want to check for viruses.

4. Select what you want to check and drag and drop it on the Clean button. Virex checks everything and provides a report in its main window.

Tip: A quick way to check all your documents: Use the Finder’s Go menu to open your Home folder. Select your Documents folder and drop it on Virex’s Clean button.

Setting your Download options

Control-click the file you want to download to your computer (MacAfee’s .gz file in this case). Control-clicking pops up a menu.

1. In the popup menu, click Download to disk to set where you want to save the file.

The Save window appears.

2. In the Save window, click the arrows to the right of the Where box and choose your desktop or any other location.

3. Click the Save button.


Data file issue date





Drop files/folders here
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